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PREFACEw

In the study -of facts surrounding'the employment- of two of the

United States Armcired Divisions which- fought in th6'ARDENIES Campaign,

tw,,o circumstances stand out clearly. These. are the severity of wea-m

thrcnditions, and the intensity of confusion which existed through,*

out the campaign.#

The confusion Which existed stemmed. from the complete surprise

of the German attac-k. It grew with. the advance of the enewy forces

and with the panic that thiis advance initially instilled in our own

troops.- It shook the seli7confidence of commaunders and', even-after

front lines were stabilized and the offensive resumed, made their acto-

ions cautious.

The ~'worst winter in years" placed a trEmaend ous- hard ship on men

and machines and took heavy toll in casualties.. The weather, itself

required a fight for survival on the part of each soldier. The grim

aspect of this fight for suarvival must be condide-red-in evaluating

the lea dership required to move these troops agTainst the enew.

Full credit is due to each unit that participated in this bitter

campaign and,,the pages that fellow, though dealing entirely with ar-i

mored- divisions, are not intelnded to slight in any way the part played

by the mnany other divisions and separate units*

This study deals with the activities of two armnored divisions,.

Because of this scope, it i's impractical to relate the important and

oftenheroi actons o man indiidual andsmallunit. Rahr



these chapters must deal with units of battalion and l,6rger size*

There exists no minimization of the efforts of individuals and small,

unit activitie's, for these indeed were the basis of the brie f minute

of history to be discusso4.

The entire committee takes this opportunity t o expross its deep

appreciation to Mrs. Harold S.Walker, Jr.* Much valuable assistane

wasgivn, y Ms.Walerin hepreparation of the sketches which

accom-pany this report.
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CHiAPTh]R I

IMTROD UCTION,

War ly in the mionth of De cemb@P 1944 two -of' the gre'ate st armies

the world, has ever seen were facig eah other in northern Europe.*

aie army,. the Germn.,was tie,,. beaten 'back, but as yet undefeated.

The ot her, the American First Army had enjoyed great success -on the

ocontinient and was somewhat overcoffident. The. result of this -situat-"

ion vvnS the. greatest single battle fought by"American troops in World
tI

Wr I I, the Ardennes Camp'aign. During this battle three German Armies,

two of' which wvere P4nser, penetrated the sector of the First U 8 Arny

in t1he region of Luxembourg and Be lgium, and only after over a month o:'

the bitterest fighting wore thrown back to a l3ine approximting, that

from which they had. started.

A total of 56 divisions, 29 United States and 27 German, pmrtici-d

pated in this battle. Among-these 29 American divisions were 10 Arm-o

ored divisions, aUs well as numerous separate tank bauttalions. As am

mute testimony of th6 savage fighting, S5,,OOO cwaualtiesweesfrd

on each side before t%-he battle ended.

This study/ deals -with four major features of armored division oe-

*of the 29 u S divisions engaged -in this action, only two will be

covered in detail in this study. These- are the 2nd and 3rd'Armaored

It 4 ' .



Divisions. The tactical employment of these units will be devfelop.*

ad to Portray t2~o use. of armor on the d'niision. level during operar.

t ions under extremely obscure cir cumstance S, over the diff icult, rug'

gad terrain pof the northern Ardennes,- ector, and in severe wiVnter

weather*

The German Ardennes 'offensive began early on the morning of 16

Deebr14,splittinig the Ameri can. line on a- 50,mie front. This

gap in the line wasx f inally closed one monith later on 16, January,

1945 at, the little Belgian town of HOUFFA~lZ~s During this period

the action of the and -and 3rd Armored Divisions took place in three

phases. 'The first phase was the action-of the 3rd Armored Division

during 18-*31 December 19 4 4 06 the second was the employment of the 2nd

Armaored Division during 21-31 December 1944, and the third pltso was

the motion of l1-16 January 1945 in which both divisions., under the

U S VII Corps, cttacked abreast to make a juncture with troops of th

USTird Armay advancing from the south0

The extr"eme winter weather was superimposed upon the entire actl

ion itlh incr. ,asing severity as the batCtle progressed. These winter

cerditorx seiouly ffetedthe eff orts of both Allied and German

force's aonletiU-Jnes favorably -and sometimes adversely. To the indiv-

idual s6ldier, however, the weather. alwuays was a miserable handicap

that gradua.lly sapped his endurance and efficiency.

A Isbto unesadn ofthevnstatokpceiteA
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hadlaned n NrmadyFrance the previous June, had drive eastwr

to the German border by early September, had stopped until mi4-Noveme

baor for a build-wUp of supples, an1d. had then attacked into Germny

4th the raission qf'reaching ,the. RHINE River along the entire fronti6

General Dwight Do- Etsenhower's fojirces met heavy resista-nce, Made slow

progress, and were just launching a renewed driLve when the Gernan- Ar-'.

dennes bountorattack began. At this t ime the Allied forces wete die-,

posed in three armry groups, the 21st AyU Group on the north, the

12th Airmy qroup in the center, uand the 6th Army Group on the s outhernp,

flank of the lineA-

In the center of this effort., as the interibr arty of General.'

Cnmr fradley's. 12th Army Group, the First U S Army was disposed get-ho

erally along the Soigfriod' Line,(e i 0 lo A h oet he maw.

jon''strength of thearmy was heavily engraged to the north in t he HURTf

GEN Forest in cm attempt to sokiae the vital ROER River dam s Such wa '

the character of the terrain and opposition that these troops wer comi

centrated 6ndrc com~paratively narrow?- firt iJn the sector of the U S V.

C o ,oxmv Ten h'LcSd with the ineiato nfision of'securing the damis.

S outh of'-V Corps, and occupying over half' of the l25anileFir~t

Army jf r ont. 'to-s the' VII1I Corpp,. comminanded by Ivtjor General Troy H.

W~dd let on,, Thi s Cor.p s, disposed thinly along an- 80-mile front thtt

wound through -the f--orested hills of Be"lgium and Luxembourg,. enjoyed



rortimately f or the Allied cause4 was never to accomplish its capabili-

tiS ha d been conceived mrany mdflths earlI er by Adolph Hitler# Dur-f

ing. July, and L ugxast 1944, while bedridden with injuries received in

an attempted assassinat2ini 'he Planned acounterblow at the Allied

forces thretitening Germany. This was to be' his means of keep ing the

support of the German people anO of regaining the initiativ0e lost to

the Allies by, their successful -landings in Normandy.

The pan, erroneouly referred -to as-he '"Rundatedt ffqnsive"

and refine& by the Gerrman high commanid,wamsr

To-consist of ana armored dash through the difficult
country of the Ardennes with the object of 'capturing
the bridges on the LZUSE River between NAItM and LIEGE*.
Once this -spurt of over 50 miles had beeni completed,. and
bridgeheads on the westb bank of the M~USE secured, the
panzer divisions would continue their advance in a, north-w
westerly direction and, seito the'cities of BR]USSELS . anid

ANT'VER?.' By this bold. manevrer- it was hoped to deprive
the Allies efttheir chief supply base. at AThER?, and at

the sanie time, trap the entireBItihadOfainfre
of' Field 1!ltrshal Lvbntgomery ts 21st Army Grouap, than lin-
ing the btnks of the -P1BUS E.

General Field Tv."rshnl Gerd von Rundste'dt, Commander 'in Chief,

German Forces iii the Westv thought so -little of the plan'Is chance of

success that he refused to participate. Thus Field Trshal Walter

Model actually irplementpd the plan, and under his command three Ger-
4

man armies trained and assembled for the attack. The effectiveness

were reorganiaed or reconstituted at about 85% of war tables of organ*

ization, 'and equipment was is6sued on a similar basis, actual vehicle

strength being approxim-ately eo6% of wartime atuthorization.

4



strength being approximately 60%.of wartime author ization.

Wjith rigid secrecy., supplies were assembled undor the code name

"Watch ohi the Rhine", designed 'in the event of information le aks to

miuslead the Allies as to German intentions, making it appear that

these resources were being mrshalled- for a defensive effort., So suc4

cessf'ul was this- plan that not dnly were Allied intelligence officers

deluded, b ut an uninitiated German logistical1 corramiander. stored the-

larger portion of German gasolineo reserves east of' the RHIKI River.

As a later result, these reserves never reached the attaking troops,

who were then f orce'd to plan on capturing American supply. dumps to

keep their, motorized e lemnents m.oving.

These three Germuan armie.s were assembled west of the- RHINE in thc

U S V and VIII Corps sectors. At 0530 on 16 December 1944, 17 divis-a

ions of the, 27 that were to pee action ini this battle ocssed the linc

of departure., They included approximately 180,000 Afen and 400, tanks*

The magnitude of the H-hour T ree is imnportant because of its tremen-e

dous contribution to the overwhelmn.ing obscurity of the acti on drn

the next ton days. These preparations, had been kept secret so well

that the initial -rep orts of the attack were considered, in UJ S rdaN

itary channels.,&as a rather smrxll4acce German effort. Bad we zther

fozt units had to be shifted from other areas of the front to engage

this German threat. The 2nd and- 3rd Armored Divisions were thus mov-'

,dto the Ardennes area where they helped fern the northerrn line'alms

5



A

9 long the Penetration' Here they helped, bring the German effort to a

stop, and moved into a coordinated offeyisive ooe the gap of the

enemzy penetrat ion

This study, in the next three chapters, takes up in detail the

part which the 2nd and 3rd Armored Divisions played in closing the

gap.

The 3rd Armored Division was the first of these units-to go into

ato.Tuit will be treated first., It will be shown that this

division was-committed in a piceomeal fashion under extremnely obs cure

circum stances ,-and that a lack of organiG Infantry, now corroceted,

in the V/C & E of the U S Arm.ored Division,. was'a def inite hand icap,

particularly "in the ruigged terrain of the Ardennes.

The action of the and Armored Division in Decemiber 1944 will be

studied next. Emphasis -will be placed upqn the obscure situation,

poor weather, and Again,, a lack of-organic inafantry to work with the.

tank units.

Finally, the action of the 2nd and 3rd Armiored ,Di visions in a co-,

ordinated attack will be studied. This study Will emphasize the emo-

ploy.ment of armored divisions in a tactical situation which was more

suited to inifantry, the extremely severe weather, stubborn enemy res-w

isatan0e, and the accomnplishmeint of its mission by..arnor, under per-M

haps the most adverse conditions that arm..or could face.

S



Statement of Pisoner' bf 1 q~t Gen# d, Kav., Westphll, Chie f of

Staff to Commander in Chief,' Wes-t, von Rundstedt. (S alvag&ead Th ird
Array Fi les)
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~1. CHAPTER 1I

?±hCEISAL EMPLOYIENT OF T.B THIRtDAi'RDDEI O

16a,4s December 194

At the time that the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes bee0

gain on 16 Deemfber 1944, the 3rd Arnoted Division was in-an assembly

area in the vicinity of STOLBERS, Germny. Mv~ile -ating as-reserve

for VII Corps the division wa~s uzndergoing a period of maintenance and

rest after participating in the battles whioh had ended only a few

days before.

The 3rd Armored Division was Oomtnanded by IbLjor General Iturice

E.Rose. CON was led by Brgde Geea3Dye0 Hickey, COB by'

Brigadier General Trtunan E. Boudinot, and OCR by Colonel Robert L.

Howzeo

(9n 14 December 1944 the division was placed on a four.hour alert.

aP
5There were strong rumors that enemy paratroopers were being dropped

near the- division area.& As. a result of the-se, rumors the security mean

cures ini force around the assemble area were greatly strengthened, but

no other iction took place until 18 Decemnber 1944, Wihen the d ivision

began to roll out of its assembly area, to take part in the greatest

battle of World War- II on-'the 'Western Front.

.To follow the 3rd Armored Division during the early days of t he

German offensive it will be, necessary to trace thbree separate and dis-

R7 - , 1 - l ILL I A, ., . .1 ? 7 - 7 ., '. . -, I I I .,I . - .1 . .. - . .. , .. .:,. .;, 1.



through to the close of the first phase of the Ardennes counteroffen-

sive in the last days of Deceemberf,
00

The f irst unit 'to leave the d~visio0n assembly area was CCA, which'

was attached to V Corps on 18 fec&Aber and 'Ordered to EUPEN, Belgium,

where it was qmaployed in anti-nairborne operations- until 21 December

when it reverted to -the control obf the 3rd Armored Division.

The day after 00k departed-,from the vicinity of STOLBERG, CB

wa s aftached to.V Corps and ordb6red to the'vicinity of SPA, Belgium.

Tpon arrival near SPA COB wasp ,-transferred to control of XVIII Corps

and attachod- to the. 30th Infantry Division. The cormmand was employ-n

e d in t he LL GLEIZE-oSTAVELOT area until 25 December when it rdverted

to control of the 3rd. Armored Division,

Wiith. the departure of both of the rajor-fighting units of,"the

division the remainder of the division was attached to XVIII Corps on

19 December ,and on the night of 19*20 December it moved to HOTTOIT,

Bel gium. Upon arri-val the. division~wts'ordered to attack southeast

from )HOTTEN to secure the "WThY-H0UFA.LIZE road. This attack wa~s

mde by the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance- Battalion, reinforced.

On Z- December the division., still Minus CMl and COB, wmas attach-m

ed to 3II,1Corps, and on 2-4 December the Commanding General,, VII. Corps,

ordered the'division to establish a defense'line from GRANDLENIL to

L"OELROUX, and to tie In with the 7th Armored Division on the left and

10



strong attatohments.., CON came back under control, of the di-visio4,on 21

December, and COB on 25 Decomber*_ Also about as December the small

but heroic task f orces of the 83rd Armored Reconnalissance Battalion

wiere withdrawn .-through the~ division lines a-fter stubbornlyrotin

repeated attacks from a greatly superior enemy- force.

In the closing days of December, 1944, the Ilid Armored Division

succeeded in stabilizing a lMine which ran generally from IHOTTBN to

GRAME N NI LDelgium, -and just South of the road which, connecots the twQ

towins. At this time the division livs reinforceod by 4 the attaLclhaont of

the 289th Regrimental Combat Team, the 290th Regimenital Combat Team,.

the 2nd Battalion, 112th Infantry Regiment,. and the 509th and 517th

Ftirtchute Infantry Battali-ons. Tying. in with the 7th Armored Division

in the east and the 84th Infantry Division on the west, this li*ne one&

4blcd the Allied forces to prepare and. launch the attack of 3 January

1945, which resulted in, reduction of the German salient.

IlWe shall flow take up a detailed account of the employment of CON,

followed in turn by COB, and concluding with the division less CaL

and COB.

Combat Command A

As noted, previously,. CON was the first elemnent of the 3rd Armored

Division to mov-e from the division assembly area for part icipat ion' in

. 11 U



3arId Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry JRegimeint
G7thArraored Field Artillery Battalion
Co A;. 23rd Armored Engineer Battali'on
Co A, 45th Armored Itldical Battalion
Dot, Co A, Da-intenanoe Battalion-
1st Flat, 'CoA, 738th Tank En (SP) l/E

was attached to V Corps and ordered t-o the'vicinity of EUPEW, Be lgiunm.

Clearing the division assembly area by IZOO on the 18t ht the o mand

arrived in the zone of V Corps and relieved the 18th Infantry df the
3

1st Infantry Division at ETJPEN on 19 December.

While in this vicinity the infantry of the command was employed

in maopping up, German paratroopers in the woods south of the -towni .Ar~w

nored elements of the command -established road blocks on the mrain

roads l1eading to the town and were to be employed ws m.mobile reservo

by V Corps in event of enbmy atta.cks. However, the expected enew

attacks failed to develop,.anxdeon 21 Pecembcr, the commnand was re-

Loeved from, attachment to V 'Corps 'and reverted to control of the 3rd

Arm-,ored Division.

COA departed from EUFEN on 22 December and ebceed into an asseni-p

bly area near WEROMONT, Be lgiurt,, on 22 December*

Im.mediately upon airrival at WERBOMOUT the conmand was split into

two task forces*

Task Force Doan, 'Colonel Leander Lo Doan commanding, consisting

of:

32nhd Armored Re gimnent (le ss 1st and 3rd Ens)

12
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northofMRI in order to cut the DSRCIE*BA1iSTOGNS road at that
4

point. (See Fig.2) Arriving~ in the vicinity of HA.R GIMONT at' 1615

on 22 De~cexter, Task 'Force Dcnn established the. road blocks and tied

in their defense with elements*. of the 84th Infantry Division, which.

wras operating in the area._ During the night of 22-&23 December and on

23 December Colohoel Dean's road blocks receivred heavy pressure froma

ener-y'arraor and infantry,. but ho ld fasto..On 24 December Task Force

D oan wa s attache d t o -the .84th Infantry Division.

1ba nwhilo,. the other task force of OGCA, Taski Force Richardson,

Lioutanant Colonel Vhter 1B. Richardson commanding, was placed under

division control and ordered to go to the aid of elohente of the 106th

1Ihfantry flivision defending a road brockc at brossroads 576653, which

is about 23 miles.v southea~st of ODEICIT.E.- (See Fig. a2).-

Task Force Richardson, comp osed of:&

3rd Battalion, 32nd Armored Regimaent
Co 1, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment

movedl on 23 Decez-ber toward the crossroads.

The defe'nse, of crossroads 578853 was very import.-ant
beca-use it gave the division time to -organize its

position. Without the action at the crossroads, the
divi sion most likely would have' been overruiA

The crossroads was under ,tak~n Richardsoh's force, under

cormmand of lThjor Oli*n F. Brewster, had to fight in order to reach it$

Upon reaching the crossroads Ivbjor Brewster returned' to the Task Force

13



up another road block-farther to t he north in the Vicinity of.-BELIL

!MAIt Howe ver, on 24 ]December this block wgas also overrun by 'a nun-

erically superior oenmy, who wts frdv cing on MANHIY (See Fig...2)2

Lt i Col., Richardson and his headquparters withdrew to GRNDI'2NTL.. and

Va jot Br ewst er vais ordered to withdraw hi s force bjr -vy o f hNkLYRE.

Proceeding north,. Brewster, ran irito strong ~enemy fire which wvas coming

f rom, it 1LEIAPRP and was forced t q. halt, Hopelessly cut off from A

friendly lines lbLijor Brewster otrdored the destruction of the few redw.

in iin vhicles, n Ith te enants of the Task Force withdrew

on foot cross country. On 25 De cember this f orce pa-ssed through the
." Y

lines of the.3rd Battalion, 289th ROT, just west of GRANMENIL# (See.

Fig. 2.).#

Koeeping. in mind0 the fact that Task Force Richardson was operating

under ,d ivisi1*on control, the loss of Twk 'Force Dean to the 84th In-e

fantry Divis ion on 24 December stripped CX of all Its co mbat units

wi1th the oxcoptimn of a small reconnaissance outfit, 0n 24 December
J p

the headquarters of COA moved to T!YD, Belgium, whore "it took-over

the defensive spctor from AI{IT :E OMNEY h r AmrdDv

ision wras at. this time attempting to stab ilize the lines in that are-
8

ea o The prineipal unit coming under control of CCX was the 289th

Regimental 0omzbat Team, which held a line running just south of the

EREZEE&4Nw1,Y road. Its 3rd Battalion was blocking to the north and

14



ion was unable -to. seize GP2RD1d1JYUIL,_ which was strongly hold by thleeo

enay. the other -,tw o batta~lions of the 'regfi h.entl endeavored t o cover

the entire line, but i n doing so left a gap of.'about one thousandIyards 'in the line j'dst south oft the towniof, SADZOT (See Fi.g.2)..
attached

Task Force 1.c George fromCOB t&sto CCh 'nd- on. 2,6:December drove en-,

emy tank and infantry, forces from, GRhflD7-flENIL, securing the cirossroads

in the center of the town 4 The task force als o ostablished contact

with.COB of the 7th Armtored Division. Up to thi's time oseveral atkf

t emlpts1 to close the gap in-the lines of thbe 289th ROT'had been un**

sucee sful, On th-e, night of V7 De cem- ber elements, of ~the 12th S8 Pan-M

zer Division and other 'troops infilt-rated -through the gap and launch-m

ed a dete rmined attack on SAD.ZOT. -This e-nony attack was counterr.- -

10

attacked by the 509th Paxachute Batta lion, now attached to CQA.,

The counterattack was successful, and the paratroopers conti-nued their

attack southeast through the forests to UA.FOSSE- (See -Fig* 2) While

W the paratroopers were driving to the southeast, the 1st Battalion,

112th Infantry "Regiment, now 11also0 attached to OGA, mioved foriward. and

closed t-he gap in the line.With these operations the last thru-sts

of the enemy into the lines of the 3rd Armored Division was repelled.

Official control of the sectot passed to the Thth Infantry Division

15





the- commqand wasrcspi int o two forces, Tatsk Force Doan passing to cone

trol of the S~th-Intafltry Division,', ak ocaRcarsntodr

et division, control. CG C'then took c ontr ol of a, defensive sco

hold by infantry troo'ps,- fin&ll1y succeeding in stab iliz~ing the lines.,

Now -let us consider CCB'Is acetions during- the sane period-

Combat Command B

on 19 Ddconbor, theN day following th6 departur'e of CM for ETJFEN

CCB, under the comand df Br igad ier General Truman B. B-oud-inot,. waw

attachod 'to. V Corpjs and ordered to SPA and L& REID, Belgium. -The

cormand moved in two columns, Task Force Lovelady, Lietitena'nt Colonael

William, B. Lovolady cormmanding, consis-ting of:*

2nd 3- 33rd-Armored Regiment
Co B, 56th Armored Ixtnitry Regim--ent

Flat; Ron Co, 33rd Armored Regiment

Fla0"t -Co B 23rd A1r-mored Engineer Battta lion

went to SPA, while Task Force' Lie11George, Ikbjor' Kenneth T., Mc4George. comw,

mand ing, with:

Co 1' 33rd Armored Re g ient
Co F" 36thtkArmiored Infantry Regi ment,'
P lat Co D, 36th Armiored Infantry Re gimrent
2, Flats of Assault Guns.
Mortar Flat, 3 6th Armore d Infa~ntry Re giment
2 Flats of Light TV4:s

V 12
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the mission of blocking aind elimiating an enemy -force which was head-

ed for SPAi fromn the direction ot.STAVE LOT. This enenv force was a,

cobat team of the 1ist SS Panaer Division, I 'SS Bihror Corps, led -by

Lieutenant. 'Colonel Joachim Peiper, porpotrator of the infamous "IUkx-

nedy 1&xssacre.-

Task Force Love lady wams ordered to move south from PONT D U LOR-%

RdIC, establish a road block on. the. LL GLEIZE-STAVELOT highwauy east

of JIA GLEIZE, and then 'rive to. the east to assist the 30Oth Infantry

Division, which was. fight ing. in -the vicinity of STAVELOT. Task Force

MoGorge was ordered to organize-into tvwo forces for the execution

of its Mission. General- B oudinot personally gave the attack order

to Maor N~eore , ho connanded-ano dolumm and to CaptaiJonW

Jordan, who commanded the second coluzm. Capt. -Jordan was t o advanclo

to the south~ seize STOIJU1ONT, turn east -and seize UA GLEIZE in con-

a unction-with T- ro ;I -V ..... .....

Wsouth toward TLA GLEIZE on an axis parallel to and east of 'Jordan'sf

route,

Task Force Lovelady moved from its area near SPA and'proceeded

on its mission. The road block-east of 11A GLEIZE wvas e stabli1shed, ats

onjere% .after a sharp fight.W The column continued to the south,

minus the personnel necessarry to mian the road block, an~d in the vicinr

ity of. TROJJS PNagistukeeyritncconsisting of tank-&
infantryN teams. D spt uc this resistance ohrra lc a e

I ) 18
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easton -the road, to STAVELOT. 'The road blocks that, he h1ad left behind

him in order to protect his rear and kceep the-road open-had, employed

m.ll of the -infantry of his conriand wi*th the exception- of an attached
14-

comany frin the '120Oth Infantry Re g iment.

Moving to the east, Love lady 'r eadhe d PARFONDIRY but was unable to

advance farther. On 22 December ho held his position, but enemy for- -

cos which had by.-passoC him cut him off froma his ro-ad blocks, overran

his aid statjoni, and- capturoed soeral vehicles. The enemy forceu

whi ch ac com.pli*1S"'he d this were dresse'd iAi American uniformzs and used

American vehicles.

This turncte venti s forced the task force to turn away from PAR*'

FON1DRY and movo to the wvest to the aid of the road blocks. On 23

December Lovelady succeeded in reaching. GRAND 000, and went in-t o pos-

ition to attack1r south Where his road block under Lhjor Stallings was

surroundod*i The attack began. on 23 December but progressed only to

PET1IT GOO that day before beiLng halted. However,, during the night

toV' Oady teceived a company of "inf-antry from the 30th Infantry Div&w
6 ' 0

ision, and on Z4 December the Task Force reached the cut-off road

block and took, up a defensive position near PETLIT COO, At 2500 on the

24th the Task Force was relieved by elemnents of the 3Qth Infantry

Division. The Taszk Force then moved -to an assembly area near L-ES

FORGES.
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STOUM~iONT but was stopped by ev anti-tank Lire and halted f oir the

WnigFht. on the ame day %.jor 1LieGeorge had reached BOURGEIJ1ONT. His-

advnbehadbeen slow because of the very poor roads, numerousdeor

from the planned rout of advance, and stobborn enemy resi'stance. On

the next day. Jordan's force was attached to the 119th lInfantry Reg-*
oc.~ --T

ii-aent and attacked STOULiONT.* The little town was strongly defended,

and the attacek met-with no success. Dur'ing the night additional

atillery was gi ven the Ta~k Force and on 22 December Jordan's-foire

enerd STOUTMON.To Lhj or MclidG ed6r ge was at this§ time on the northeg

of IA GLEIZE, but had been unable to penetrate the; defenses, of the

The next day, 24 Decemiber, Jordan advanced to the east and at-..

tacked -L& CLEIZE in, conjunction with Major 15Ge or ge's attack fr om the-

north* The town was heavilyr defended by ante-tank guns, tanks, and

-well hidden mine f ields. The lack of infantry combined with poor, ter.-

r erain which kept the tanks on the roads wYa s a severe hand icap in -thisi
---- 4----4- -~ -- - - -- o

atta~ck, but on 24 December the two columns finally succeeded in occu-f

pying the town. Aut 1530 they were ordered to an a'ssembly, area near

S TINTVALs Elements of the 30Oth Infantry Division relieved the task

forces in Ui GLEIZE.o

With this 'action the deepest west-ward penetration of the entire

6th Panzer Ar-my was stopped,. and this major Germpan force was put upon

th deesie

'-- I-



I I

t o s enrd a forc6, to the aid of OGA in the 'vicin..ity of GPA1WYENIL.O Task

Force KocGeorge wias. ordered on this -mission and w a s attached to OOA*

in the narrative' dealing 4th CGA .we have alIready sedn how thisTs'

Force. seized- GRAOS IVEHWIL after attacking wit te3d, Battalion, 2 89th

COB, less Tas k Force' HoGo-.rge move d to the vicinity of -HOTTEN.

On 26 De cemaber'the c ommra n d took over a do.0foeh'si*1e sector from, OCR.

This seecr ran- from= 1,7 to 7ELROUX, where the defense' was tiod in with

the &t-th infantry Division. This' sector wa s held by' the 290th ROT.&

27 'December found the units of Task Force Uic~corge in SOY, having been.

rleeinRIJ'DIENI -by the 289th ROT. The rest of _COB wa~s il prov-

ing the defensive positions- held 'by the 290th ROT.

On 0 Dcemerthe commu~an wa-eivd from,, responsibility far-

the sector and m.oved to assemibly area-s near >OAEand prepared to

join the remainder of the divio.

aIn suriing up. the actions- of COB during this period it is ap-

parent that i t contributed greatl to stping the German drivxe in the

L14 GI2IZE-STAVELOT area. It furnished the 30th Infantry Division with

mnuch-needed armocred support and provided~ the armored punch which took

L& 'GLEIZE and STOUK--_ONT.* Lat er, Task Force M.cGeorge seized GR/JDASNL

while attached -to CCL, af ter -several infantrytattacks to take -the town

hadl tailed. It is, hoped Vohat the inclusion of organic tanks in the

1 21
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retrace this same period of' time and consider the employment of the

remainder of the division.*

The Third Armo red Divso (less COAahdCB

On,18 December. XVIII Corns. was given a sector of tih6 Maxerican_

Ardoennes front. Onze o f t he divisions assigned to this corps was the

3Md Armored Division, then in an -assemdbly. area in the vic inity of

S TOLBERG, Germany.* As we have seen, the ,d ivisi1on was sent into ac,,-

tion quickly after-the German offensivre became obvious, but was corn

mitted in a piecemeal fashion by. losing its two comnbat c ormn,,-Lnd S

whi ch wiere, sent on widely separated missions- under two different

corps.

A fter having been assigned to XVIII Corps, the division was oraf

dered to HOTTEN, BolIgium., where it was to be prepared to attack eiao
16

thor east, southeast' or south. This, directive, in itself tells tIuch

of the -uncerta inty aand c onf us ion that wa s rampant at t he time.v

The division, minus 00k and CE, closed into an assembly area

in the vicinity of HOTTE14 Qf the night of l9-ZO Decemiber, and iodi-

aitely teceived an attarck order-.

The mission received by General Rose from the
OG, let ArnW and the OG UVIII Corps vw., "To-.zn-I
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2 that time.6 However,$ on 20 December no one knew anything of, the en-

enty situat ion, nor d id -he know much about the Allied situation.* As'

General Rbose stated later in'an interview., inomtoTfVh nr,

was practically non-existent.

The operation. was a bluff, because on occasions the
enew haaenough stbght vru thb divisi oht
Dur ing t he, te n days- of --the first phase of the, Lrdonnes
thb jdivision succeedod i1n its mission \cause it at-
tacked instead of passively defending.

On 20 December at about. 120, und er i1mnidiate command of the

Com.manding Off icer, 83rd Armored Reconnais-sance Battalion, Licuten-

ant Colonel Prentice E,. Yeomans, and-under general control of the

Corranding Off icer, OCR, three task forces rode south across the-

H0TTEN-MkNHAY road to carr-y out the mission of the divisiori (See Fig.

4). These three forces. and their misons were:-

Task Force Hogan _(Lt Col Samuel Hogan)

Hq, 3rd flit, 33rd Armored -Regiment
Co A; 3 rd Armored Regiment
Co A; 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
Plot; Co 0, 63rd. Armored Reconnaissance \Battalion
Btry, 54th Armored. Fie ld Artillery Battalion
AA Sec t, 486th AAA Battatlion-

to parallel the L'OURTBE Rivr, pna through IA ROGUE turn east -and

cut the 1ANIIkY-HOUFFALIZ2 road at D INEZ;

Task Force Orr. (Lt bo ila .Or)
Co. B; B3rdokrmored Reconnaissance Battalion
Flat, Co C, 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
Go, M-4 Tanks

'nitry B, 54th "-r, A oe FieldIA Art4-d'Ille vry -4n1 Bata in

1: 24



Task Worce Ka ne (Lt C o1 Pbhtthew W. Kane)

Hi1st Bi, 32 nd Armored Reg-iment
Cos.1- w4 Tanks
Co.D, 83rd Armored -Reconnaissance Battalieon
Btry-A,*S4th Armore-d Field Artillery B~ttalion
A4 sect, 4 86th Ma Battalion

Plat,. CO C, 89rd Armored, ReconnaissanceBatlo
Squad Engineers.

to advance on the highway fr om 11OU1T through :GRIDENIL to ML&NHA.Y,-

thence east to ULLR

ks stated previously, the attack -began at about 12 00 on 20 Dec-

e mber. In an interview later, Lt Col Hogan stated that hi s attack

wsdelayed because he waited for-the traitis to bring up. gas 0lino!#

Wfhe n Ihe finally started, the sorely needed g;a s had.11 not arrived;, and,
20

his vehicular tatiks were only half full.' it may-be presumed that the

sa Me situation existed in-the other Task Forces.

On the fi r st dlay of the operation, Task Force- Hogan proceeded

VSouth through BEFFE, i-.LRG OUPAY, CIELLEP and LA ROGUE until it was ha:

tedby st ong enem-.y roa blcksonth of IA ROU. Restricted to the

reads by the nature of the terrain, the force stopped f or the night

and set up its c orZna.nd post in LA. ROGUIE.a

!1jeanwhilo, to the njortheast, Task Force Orr Moved, first to EPE-.

ZEE, where the ma in b ody halted. A reconnaissance company and a, com-

pany of tanks were sent south on t he r oad t o D OCHhU1,T9 Th 'is f or ce

2-5
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met\the rest of Task Force Orr movtng t o the south. The f orce baited

for the night in- ADXNINES, otposting the town. The 1st Battalion,

376th Armored Infontry Regiment,- was cfispatched from OCR to re inf or ce

Orr -and -joined him in AMONIINES- that evening.

-On the sam9 day the column to the east., Task Force .Kane, succeevol

doed in treaching IMAL&?RA without* encountering resistance. Road

blocks were set, -up on all1 reands leading Into the town, The comrmand'

post was e-stablished -in 1&NHXY.

Thus,*on the -first day of the, attack, one, of the forces had

reached its objective, but the other two were -f orced. to halt shortly

after crossing the line of. departure.

On the second day- of the operation,2 December, -(See Fig. 5)

Task Force Hogan attempted to continue its move to the s out h,. but it

was again stopped by eneiry road blocks. Colonel Howae, OCR Commander,

ordered-the force to return to ROTTE"N at -this pooint.k The force moved

back to the north and at dusk reached BEFFE,.J where it 'came under heavy

fire from the enemay,. who had apparentl~y passed Hogan to the east and

was ovig noth.Hogan turned to the south again, MOve bu w

EAilos~ and halted for the night.

The center foc, Orr 'smyovod out of AMON INES in another. effort

to seize ]DOCIR.MFS and cont.inue to- the south. The attack was- beaten

off by the strongly ,entrenched enemy,''and Orr withdrew into AMONDIINES-

'.2 7
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try Division. ane then -received ord ers to. move to the west and at-

V tack D OCH&MFS in conjnto with Orr. The f orce moved west through

FRETflEIDC and LkM1'ORLENI1L and was stopped -by enemy fire about one thou-w

sand yards tp the east of DOOH&EF.S, where it halted for the- night.

Wy the night of 231 December i*t had- become apparent that the bat-
22

taIon, had. met m str ong enemy dr ive head-on.

On 22 December all1 of the task f orces received heavy tank-oinfan-O

try attacks. In the esi4" Task Force Hog-an. mets e Sistance at fBEFFB

and could not advance to the'northo He turned south again and procee-

ded to MvARGOURAYJ where he occupi-id -the t own 'and set- up a pe rimete r

dees.It was apparent that Hogan wag si'rounded and'cut off from

his, own ]lies and his supple. tIs time Hogants vehicles were

almost out- of g,^Solire.

In heceter TskForce Or? ga in tried to move south against

DOCHAvl&MFS, was beaten back again, and withdrew into AHO11NINES where a
-N

defen'se was establish6d to mteet the enenr.7j, who was moving to the north V

out of DOC(h-.MFS.

It order-to man the defenses around AAPNINES
adeqittAely, Lt Col Qrr had to use tankers of' the
33rd Armocred Regiment dismounted as infantry.
His. road blocks, were rnnanned b~ cooks and drivers
of 'the infant'ry hal1f-ntra-cks.2

Tasck Force Kane was stopped to the e ast of DOCHAMl-I, and repeat-

ed attack aint the .town failed, as the terrain strongly favored.

TtkFrc n tidtw ih attacks agais tetwn utee

K 2'8
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*Task Force 'Hgan continued to defend MIRCOURILY on 2M De cemzb e r

Two attem,.-pts to supply him by a ir were, ind'e 'by CA?4 aircraft, but the
MI 24

drops failed, and the supplies fell into t he ha nd-s of the enen.,

Task Force Orr continued tO defeind .AMONDMlE and remained in that

town -until.27 Dec.-embr whdn ait was relieved by ebmments of thie 7th
''25

Infah3ntry Divis~one,

Task Force Yane c ont inued t o proeSss. itsa attack On DOCHAMPIS but was,

forced to fall back toward FREYNE UX and L&MORNIENIL. A road block on

the M~ILY'H0UFFALIZE. .roa~d just south of T&NHAYwhchatensab

li"shed by Lt Gel Kane was overrun as the enemy moved in toward IvTANH&Y

ad GRANDENIL.

Continued attempts to supply H1-ogan by a-ir failed again on Z4 Dec"T.

ember.& General Rose sent a. message to Lt Col Hogan, stating that an-

other attempt to supply him, by air would be made on 2'5 December and

Vthat. if it' failed Hogan was to destroy hi s vehicles and wTithdraw on

foot* Lt Col Hog-an ran.dioed a recormendation that no further attempts

be,,nsde to supply h Imr and that the force withdrawo This was approved
26

by General Rose.

Wy 2A December 'Task Force Kane was also in -a prearious situation

310
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ing hemwoud hae dsolsed the intent to the enewyi Also durin

the day, a reconnai ssance was imde of the proposed route of withdraw-

ale At 1600 that day Lt Col Hogan and four hundted men moved out of'

M~tOJA n strucok north through the woods. Although several ms

during the night the men cane. s-o close to the e nemy that te ol

Fhe ar commYn.and s being given to German artilllery batteries, no men were
10 Sfinl l alin-h oiigf

los, nd the force reached finllinesealintemrngo

26 December.

Tas k Force Kane also spent Christmas Dar i'n' planning m withdrawo4

wi le fighting off several attacks at FREY"-1EUX and L&MORDEIL. On 26

Decemb er at 19 00 Kane and. his m en moved ou t under cover of smoke and

fog. They passed through IA. FOSSE, SADZOT, and ERZZEE, where they

were again within frie ndl li 1nes.

From the beginning of this action around the HOTTEN-W
GBANDD$N1IL secetor this. battalion was in constant %on-m

tactwt Hte'bs.They fought well against great.

odds, and ga-ve a good account of.themselves* This

action was pr-obably the toughest assi nment that men.

of this, battalion -have been given ye t.

qHitlertIs best"' have been. identifed a-s the 116th Panz:er Divisio

Sand the 560th Volkgrnadier Division.

With the withdrawal of Ta-sk Force Hogan and Task Force Kane on

Y -23 Decemsber and the relief of Task- Force Orr on. 27 December, the oper-

a.tions of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion in this sect-or

ended. Durir'g this period they ha d carried the brunt of the action
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OCHMS, and the defense of FREYIIEUX ad -L&MORLEIjL by Kane all sore44OHA
ved greatly to slow and stop the, German, advance, and at the samne t

[ ave& the infantry units under OCA and ' CCB. the vi-tal time necessary

to estabUlish and strengthen the lines iXarther to the north.

Summary of Action,

This has -been the story of how dhe .American Armored iiio a

emp loye d in t he f:irst phase of the- Ardennes couinteroffensive. Not.

an ideal employment, to be sure, but neither were the conditions un1-

der which it was emp~loyed. Today It is an aceted fact that all

levels of command were taken by surprise on,18 December,- sutprised

not only by the fact that the Germans were capable of making an ateo

tack, but also by the strength and fury with which it was undertaken,

With contusio rapntlines of comunicinrmaation. cut, and commanders

frequently cut off fron higher head qya nrters- and certainly frour any re

liable information,. the employment of all units had totbe baxsed on

[ whbat little 'was known of the situation.

- The somewhat piecemeal employment of the 3rd Armored Division

was probably 'a direct resul.t of the obscure situation and resultant

Panic. There could be. unlimited speculation as to the results which

K.
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Divi sion With much needed armor, and succeeded in eliminating a grwt0e

threat in that sector*

Wlhile the mission given to the divtsion at HOTTEN was certainly.

bey-ond its capabilities, much was accomplDishedv The defense undo by

the'task forces of the 83rd Armored Rec'Pnraissance Battalion in the

HOTNGRAUTDMENIL sector searved to -slow down the enemny, forced him to

use his dwindling supp lie s *in e -ffor ts to break through, and gained

the time neceeossary- for mov-ing in infantry reinf orcements to stabil-o

izeo a defensive fine,. from which was hater launched' the attack o'f$

January 1945.

The terrain and wT.eather in the HOTV-iNwGRANDMNIL sector worked

to the disadvantage of armor. In most of the sector armor was for-w

ced to reuain -on the roads, 'which are narrow and winding.o Heavy for-

ests and steep hills prevented it from leaving the roads.e Since both

forces wero heavy in armor and light In infantry, the advantage lay

with the defenders *, It is worthy of note that the li1ne finally sta-"

biliaed byq the 3rd Armored Division (See Fig. 7) was largelty held by

infantry units, althoug-h they 'were given the time to deploy and take

up this line by armored action to their front.

The attack to the seutheast by the Spearhead'Is
relatitelly light forces miay be called,with some
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ision to accomplish,& widely separated nissions'With Varied forces, ana

'Vfirepower allowed small units to. hold against a numerically superior

and fanatic enemy.

Whi le -the 3rd Armored Division wras e ngage d in this action, the

2nd Armored Division had, also -been commi~tted to~battlo ion a nearby

sector., We turn now to an account of the action of the 2thd Armored

Division during this eanme December -periodofteAdnscutrff

ens ivee

NOTES FOR Ca~pTER II

After Action Report, 3rd Armlored Division, December 19'44

Ibid.

Repot of Opratiofis, 1st U S Army, .Ag4-Ze 5 .11

OP. Cit., 3rd Ar-mored Division

Interview with 1Lt Col Wra-lter B-e Richardson by- 2nd Informtion

6 Beigium,

At.,rAction Report, OGA, 3rd Armored Divilsion December 44.
1sf ray .11
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PMCiUYTER -II I

COORDINATED ElaLOY1EN OF TI8'SECOND ARM,'.ORED DIVISIONT

10-31 Dedember 1944

When. the German offenisi~e struck the Adnnes cii 16 Dc center

1944, the 2-nd Armored Di1vision011was 70 miles away to thel north near

T312 S VIILRIQ1r3any iny the Nlinth U S Arm,. I a nae in seve..ral

weeks of hea-vy offensive fighting to reach the IRQER River. Th6n,

during the four weeks prier to 16 December, the division had a dual

mission. It hold a de-fensive sector of the XIX Corps sector wuith,

small1 force i while the remainder of the comimand was held in Corps re-w

serve*

During this monh of-reserve status, 17 repla-.cenent officers and

464 enilisted -men wore integrated Jinto the figlhting teans. All units

had conducted maintenance and training along with- rest anld re habili-kn

tation.

Current thougrht among ceinancdors had resulted in the reorganizaa-
2

tio ofoneregmen (6th rmoed)on 15 December 1944# This regiment

kept the threle-batta lion or9'aniza0.tiqn but mnade one into a reconnais-m

sance and security battalion cnrpolse1d of a reconnaissance company and

a light tan"k company. The two assault battalions each contained one

l.,ig ht tank ompanry and three medivn. tart-k companies. The 'organization

of the 67th Armnored Regimnent remained unchang-edC with-its light tank

b+-g'n1 VhjovA -r r Gnrl iErnesto n. Hrmo1ha-retedhismenforfou



weeks and had integrated the noe.ssary replacerments, wftet' the previous

fight,:ing. He had inttituted the new,'organiz tion -of onie armoedroi

moicnt, nd ma int cnanc e wa s ccught up.. This refreshed arm.ore d di*v-isi1'on

now stood unknowingly a(t the beginning of'1 two weeks, of' previously uno"

paralloci operant ions.,

16--23 Decemlber 1944

This period opened with intense obscurity which prevailed amid a

hail of orders anr1 changes, of orders. It-included a 70-mile road

march in cold rain with the weather becoming worse. Wet roads becamie

icy and severely hindered the ta nks with their steel treads.3 Tho div,

ision entered bitter, decisive battle against German armor at the

deepest point of t he penetration. The period closed in late December'

writh the LA LES SE River line be ing-established and the divis ion being.

reclieverd fcir tanother mi.ssion. Insuff ic-ient infantry personnel handi-

capped-thie divisiocn during i*.ts action.

The obscure situation began.17 December when the divisi on was a

lerted Lot defena'e against an a-irborne attack. Brigradier General J.

H.i Collier's Combat Command ii receivred orders at .0800 to prepare for

moveme.int to the ton-,e of the XIII Corps. This order was rescinded and,

the entire div'sion was placed en "double aeL1ert". By 20 December Gen-

eral Harmon's responsibility for the defensive sectbr along the ROER
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Genera1 Hjarmon received an emnergency call at 1600 on 2.1 Decen~ibor

Wtelling him ho vwa s t o 'rake a miarch.- He had the dilvision ready to inova

by :1700, but ho coul1d not f ind out until' 2200 what route to -takes

T han hie hada no tiLio for reconnaissance prior to the 70-mile march to

join VII Corps *south of HUY, Deigite It is a tribute to the 2 nd

Arfiored Division that all combat element completed this nov in 22

hours, an*d-wore closed into assem--.bly areas by 2150 on 22 Dece-mber.,

The 'Roconnaisa;nco Battalion hadr1 lo&,-the division by placing two corn-

panics on eacha of thoc-W two~routos-uded and by.-droppDing off route mnar-?

kers at oach road interisection. The weather was near free zing gnd

raiigan th"e sl1ippery r oad s were vacry ha zard ous. all'1 night move-
.5

moent war,,s in blackout. Onlyr thirty vehicular mishaps -were roported,

and all those'vehicles wpro recovered a-nd roturno'd to duty.

Followling the comibat eentthe Division Trains later bliosed

into an area, in-the vicinity of LODAIVE, Belgium., and an.interesting.a 6
Wlogfistical situation developed. The division -drew ammunition direct"-

ly from! Conunications Zone dumpz ndee had occasion to esals

temporarily a "static"gslndupoit own. Ther'e was a great

deal of conifusion'and obscurity becamusu no eone knew where, th'e Panzer

columns were mov~ing and because t" 11ied units wvere being hastily shift 7

ad to locate,- and- contain the German drive. The 2nd Arm.-,ored Division

had m.oved so suddenly that no advance 3liaison could be e stab1i shed
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logisticoal suippot. Therefore, the quite unusual. situation developed

in -vhi.ch amm-unition was drawn -from a, nearby rClass- V Depot of LAdvance

Secotion, ComMunicat ions Zone. Gasol.4ne had become critical, since the

longa"dif f*1c ult ,.,arch had conasumed more than the di'vision's mob ile

C laS S I I I !ttpp ly 2,*oin.,qt cpuld" replace. Therefore ,a "static" diLvision

dump wIas hrastily sot' up,, to which combat elements could go for the ir

gasoline. Meanwhile, trucks ofthe moibile supply point shuttled back

and forth constanltly to the ArrVT Class III Sutpp ly Point until the nor

malI level was reestabliLshed. Then the di*vis1,ionmobile Class- III sup-

ply system returned to normal oppaiof eivery to the combat un

its, It is also of ,interest that all -supply di"rectives were obtained

orally and usually by tho Division G-4's personally visiting the Corp

G004

Em pl1oymeont a ga inast t he Panae r s

Up rn asse mb ly In Bel 1g iu m, control of the 2nd Arnorod Divisio

passed to Lieutenant (eneral J. Lawton CollinrVICop.Hsla

wias to keep the dtivision in res'erve f or use in a counterattacek once

the Georn Penotration 1had been contai:'ned. The divitsion was actually

committed without orders whlen a reconnaissance patrol from the 82nd

Reconnaissance Battalion -was firedr on by two enerq, tanks near THUD,,

Belgium on the 23rd of December 0 General Harmon realized that the ens

emyknw tatthediisin A idetifie7 as- bingLn.thearea-ecau
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TsForceA -

2nd En; 66th Atn Torod Rgmn
2nd En, ls.Axorod Infantry Regizen

Flat; oA 17th- Arm ored Engineet Battalion

P lat, Co- A, 702nd Tank~ Destroyer Battalion

Task Force B,

3rd Bn,.66th Armored Regimnont

Co E, 41st -Armored Infantry Regimaent

Task Force C

1st Bn 6 6t h Arrapred Re gime nt
Ron Co, 66th Armored Regi me nt

GCCXControl

G o B; S2nd Armored Reconna is s6nhc e Battalion
Co.C;62-nd-Armored Roconna issaince Bxttalion
Co A-, 17th Amred Engineer Battalion()

Direct Support

92nd Armored Fieldo-Artiflery Battanlion

to CINEY with instructios oscure the town andtobpraedo

continue the attack south toward BTJISS0NVILLE. The tanks moved out

inmediatoly and were able to occupy CINEY without opposition.* CCA

Sent but patrols anid established contact with British arm., ore-)d 'units

that were in that 'vicinity., to the west. 'General dollier then swung

his oormand% towards BUISSONVILLE and continued -without :meeting resist-

ance until they encountered 'automa etic weapons and anti-tank gun fire

at 2100 comingr from the directi.on of LLTGNON0  By 2345 they had rd".

ddzced this resistance and w ere a;)ble to proco...ed, movingb out in colum
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south a German whrrored colwr-n ,-as- movingr north along the' same road.

Fortunvately CCAtbecarm awa r e o f the enemy -ounto their front at M.

tim.e -when they ceul( d 0epo! y. neihr>ieofte)odadthey pre.-

pared to receivo thle cneN~fcolin-wi th- a'we lcom from all weapons.e

The surprise was, complete adxithe snoww-covered hills of Belgium w-tere

S oon bathed in 'the f "li6ckering,'light. of burning Gorman ve hicles,. En#M

emy lo se. we r e, ext reme ly helavy w jih.il1e CGZsAs were relatively light.*

Shortly afterw thils action the ecombat corcand coiled for, the. ni*ght.

The we at her cleared on 24 December f or the f irst time s ince the

beginning of the Bqsttle of the Bulge. At6 0630CC~A nmoved out in the

attack- with two task f orces abreast.* Task1 Force A was In column. a-o*

stride the main road to R0CIEFORT.a Task Force B wqas in two c olums

to the right of the. road (see Fig.s 8). After Action Rep'orts char*

actoriwe the resistance as sporadic, but t o the me..in in the ladingel

emo nts -it was just -i ke any o t hora t ta c k when they had to fight their

wayfowar. ne f he igligtsofthe- day wa s a -tank action, near

FORMBE when th roe enemy_- tanks f ired, on Task Force B6 Two of these

tanks managed to. ese'apc.o The two coluim ns of0 Task- orceB were in-r the

B0IS DE HaUTONT by 1500 after hoving pulled into a single colum.n at-

PPM bE STEsi PHILISE~ earlier in the afternoon.,While this was going

on Task Force A rolled on into BUMTSSONVTLL2 at 14,30. Pbtrols were

sent out ft HIJPLBI2 and SORINCHANWS9), aci,.d contact wias established
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* it COB in an attack .on a concentration of enemy armor that had been

Vreported by aerial obs-ae rv;ers. Thisadecisionpo-ade in the facez of.at.

21st ArrIy Group directive t6 defend and be prepared to' Call back to a,

nowr line through H0TT01, was one of, the audacious moves that have

ra ny times bro-ught success to Aiertean arms in-the face 'of seemingl,

hopeless ci1r cums t aa ces

'COB ce le b rf'tcd Christmas D ay b y attacking the anewm concentra--

ti on, near CE LtS. T sk -Force As;'consisting of:

Eq, 67th Arm..-ored Reginbn61t
3r6 En; 67th Armored Regimnent,
3rd Ln, 41tt Armiored infantry Regiment (-H Co)
PLat;, Co. C- 702nd Tank Dostrbyerr Battalion
Blat . Co B, 17th Arrm.oredl Engineer Battalion
7Sth.Armored Field Artillery Battalion (plus Btry A,' 195th

AAAt (At71 Batta~lion (- I Plat}') (Direct Support).

rmoved west through ACF7NNTE and south through BOISELIES and by 1700

occupied the hig::h ground overlooking CEL1ES fromi the so-Auhwe st.

Taxsk Force B, c omposed% of:

1st Bn, 67.nd Armored LRgiment
1st 3,n,. 418t A1rmored Infantry Regimient
Blat;- Ce. B; 17th Aruorod, En-gi-neer Batta- lion
Blat, Co C., 702nd Tank Destroyer Battalion
87th Armored Field Artillery.Battalion (plus section, Btry

A, 195th MAU QI'W) Battalion) (Direct-Support)

moved directly south cleDaring enem.-:y elements from. COYJO{D( and 3OI\NE

and moved1 into CELLES from, the southeast (See Fig.9) *The occupation

of the town woo- completed by 1745 in a _-oordlated attack by both

task forcos,, The enemy units 'were trappoedbot of the town in the

BOIS COREWC and BOIS DES PRIESSES by this e-,ncircleme nt, The rest of

the forc-es in the Com-bat Crornandat thi. time- were.,



M,,obile Reserve'

Go 1-p67th Armored Re gim-ent (1 2 ^ Bt)
Co Y,- .41st Armored Infantry Regim-nent.

COB Control'

Go. B, 17th Armored Engineer Battalion (- _3 Flats)

Ron Cc.67th Armored Regiment (plus Blat, Co. B;' 17th Eng
'3n-4

C on3d 70.d, Tank Destroyer Battalion (-Z, Plats)
A.nd2rmored Reconinaissance Battalion (C o C... B, 1Plat,3

Co -Di, 67th Armored, Rergime-int

Vhlle this attack'-was going 'on the 82nd Ar-mored Re'connaissan-ce Bat-

talion cleared SCRI'NE and BOY NOTRE D"VE and succeeded in destroying

or capturing nineteen vehicoles (seven of them American, captured by

the Ger-mans)-and one SBPun

This action at CJ'LILS was a classic exam-ple of the doub le envel-

opu.,ent. Two Task Forces, each following an independent axis, each

consisting of a reiniforced battalion, scured the high ron over-

looking the town. Then, in a coordinated attack, the combat coimand

entered and cleared the village. Wihen interviewed after the mar tlia

German generl wvho co-mmanded the eIleme: nts of the 2nd hanaor Division

that were trapped in the oods, stte that his vehicles m- re prac-W

ticamlly inriobilized due to the shortage of Gnasocline. In spite of

thi stutinseveral. attempts t6 break Qut were mde. The task

of eler-iring thei woods and actually- mopjixig_1, up the area still had to

be faced by. th.,is armored force wvhicrh ihlt rco !-Uatahed infantry.

While this action wa,,s going on COA1 had .cssuncd defensive posi.-

t ions in the vicinity of HVRENIE, BWLJY_.z TNiVTLLE and FRM'11DEbU( (See

Fig.-, 10).. The enemy lost heavily in 'both vehicles and personnel in
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,laking three counterattacks- against these positions. Company I. 86th

Armored Regiment (rejinforced) bore the brunt of two of those attacks

at HPWRIWE. 'The first counterattack at 0Q750., by fiftpen ,tanks and

apDproximiately a battalion f ifantry was repulsed with a loso0n

Mhrk IV and set'eft hr Vtaks two. half tracks, and one Fgn.Cn

pany I1 lost twovomted im tanlks 4m thi5 ontagen ntt At 083 0 another en-

tmy ,-ttc k wa s launchned against th0',1same. position 'and waain it wa's

sop~iPcd a th{6 ttne by _'ktank add antistank fire which knocked ouAthe.e

three- leading half tracks, This e 6medex.to be ooihfrteGras

and they withdrew. The third Ta sk Force of the combat command patrolT

le d the VE;RRE-.PORZEEroat yL20 COGA helId a line through WVERE-

IALU~HVR IMhT4JtES DUI GRAITDP12.

CC cntnednopigup t'he- "Celles Pr-ckofl fBy the endoi h

dlay there r emainzze d only one snil rop f heenmyixteBUIS 00Th

sequently~the attack was actuaL-iy ma d e by two companies -from the 41st

Armored Infa,-ntry ReLti.,ent sujpported by rarmor fro m the 1st Battalion

of the 67th Armored Roenf et. Tw~o e n cucy coufterattabks with tank-ino-

fantry teamas seemed too belie the statemnnent that the enerw ve hi cle s

were irnbilizedl. By l5O0-thie DOTS DES PRr-,SSES Wascla.Drn

the day'sfig1hti*1ng t he highligh1-t w.as ac),omibined air-artillery action

in be a tin f i eodo h w ra 'te previou1-sly mn.

ms In of:nf-tanndcotathetwen02m CD ad ecrig h
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left (east) flank of the division., He used elements of the 4th Cay-

airy Squadron to maintain11 contact and thq 24-th Cavalry Squadron .(reinA

forced) to- block the roads in the sec t or north of ITWAIN. The 24th

Cavalry Squadlron'thwarted enemy attem~rpts to reinforce the' gartison at

HIhIK CR had. boen, alerted _.to suppoteither GCA or the 4.th Cavale-

ry Gro--up in thxe evenit of a breakthrocugh in e ither sector., it was 4-w

so preparing for an operation against HU14 I IT. Enmy.ar was active

over the divi.-s ion area, thr oughout the day of 26 December.

In the t-wonfiy-f our hoeur period of 27 Dederlibor 1944 the 2nd Ar-

miored Division 4lalit--s t o hav\e inflicted the heaviest enem=y losses of

the eastorn belgium op-eration. ,To substantiate this nlaiw tlhey cite

at le-ast 142vhceso 1l types destroyed or captured and. 448 ptis.

onors taken' in 88 -f Ire maissions Di,ision Artillery f ired a total of

5598 rounds.0

In this acetion OCR was attached to COA and beame Ta-sk Force R.

COA was o, --rdered to take HiJU1TI]' i. A bo hour artillery. preparation be-

gan at 0700, then Comp.any I, 66th Aruo]rp-3d Reg:imennt attaceke d to gain

a'Position ovierlooki*ng -,t-he town -fre-m thQ - westZ- (See Fig. 1211). This

effort succeeded a nd-pla c ed the c.)rnpany -In posiltiion to suppor t by

fire the assault of Task Force R onHhN. This wa.s another double '
enveormntagan uing wo einorcd Mt lins verseprat

k '
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Regimient letss Conipany EB. The attack wa-s made at 1230 by both forces.

wThe 24th Cavalry' Squadron, plemients of wshicoh had fought gallantly. in

t he two previous attacks on HUbJTh, blocked the roads to the east and

northeat.-* Fighting ont inued until 23,30 when the last enemy strong-

point fell. An esti'mated battalion of dOneray infantry had been barr-

icaded in the houses and 'reinforced bvk anti-tank fire from the BOIS

DE DEFFES. northwest,of town.

After c onsolidating positions near HPAVREIK11 the other Tftsk Forces

of CU, attaeked\ %t 1600 in -three coltumins to cut the' easta-west road out '

of ROGF$YFORT and reach the 1A LESSE and L'H0DDM Rivers.* in two hours -
-the rig~ht'and center, COliTmfs reached the'ir objectives, but the le ft',

coclumn wars halted by nebelwo-rfer, fire -from'L ROCI1-JEFORT (see Fi g. 33)

The other fore s by vigorous patrolling, 6stablished controlI within

The CUt zonre and' tied in with 0GB on the right. The I LESSE River

*1 lie Vas se cure.

S GB did not rest on its well-,earned.'laurels but continued to mop.

up throughout itse z ne, cii the right f lank of C.11 By 1900 COB had

extended the 14 LESSE River line 'from CCt's zone west to the British

4 position at Hi0UYE~

VII torps directed that the 83rd Infantry Division assume responr
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Sunanar7 fAct ion,

Thus wet d an action which as sisted in halting the German driv

to. the 215tE stopping it only f our mi les s hor t o'that key; tert ain

feature. This battle had been described as a f itt ing cdonpa r isaon of

Allied and German armored m.night 'in which the stperiorit y of the 2nd

Arm or ed D ivi sion was telli1ngly displayed.'

CaS ua lt ies s uffeore by the diy.ision in this campaign indicate

that the weather took almost az heavy a. toll as enemIry action. Losses'

we10rec 151 fro-,,- sicknmess aga, inst 185 wouz~edo Cold and snow, combined

wvith the iniev-itable fa)ti~ue caused by continuous action night and

day thus took its' deadly toll of the fighting -men.

Supply during this phasze of the operations 'conistituted nd real

pr ob lem, as the Oorps supply points were within a f ew mile s of thIe

dlivi sion s upp ly poita a t IMODA.1 % Amunition was available at IMRVE,

47 mle s away, if the Corps Class V truckhead at IADINTwas empty,

as it often was during thi's perio-.)d. Efficient and prompt replacement

of all ordnance equipment was available from the Army Ordnance Db-pot

alrd the supporting Tank- 1,1hintonance Company.

Actually, tedvi s ion 'can b e consi1dered as being in an enviable

s up ply position, as all 'shortage s ha,,d been filled prior to pnteri-,ng
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which there was no -solut ion.,*

SThis action was a. coordinatedl attack b-y an armored divisib~n de-w

Pending heavilV on- its armor. Organic infantry, tbe ihg lirited to one

*~ ~ 7 reietaa.isfiin to baladnce faoal ith two- tank tegirs.

* ents. The losses were relatively li'ght c omp ar e-d t o e n emry vehicles

destroyed and peronel captured.;

Ini the actual. reduction of, the "Cellos Pocket". i t wa-ts ap~arent

t ha.t additi'onavi nfPnrt r y wouild have speeQ-ded, the mopping-oup phase.

Also, in 'lcoking at t he action of CQI.v near ROCIr$FORT, a column was

stopped as it debouche1d from, the woods. Here thb infantry had to be

br ought forward be-fore .the tanks coul -move again.

To recapitulate,, the 2-nd. Armiored Di-visi11on mazrched, fromr an assem-

b ly ar ea, in Gerrpany to Belgiwna whore it fought a. coordiniated -Iivision

a'Iction utilizing,: two com, bat cort,1aands to stop the wester:n drive of the

G er -Aa.'n Army.b The reserve omm inand ,wlas 6oa;m..-,itted towvard. the. end of the

a,%cti"on to r e duce t he la st remaining enemy strongpoint. The atta che d

cavralry group perf orrm;ed excel lently as both a secuarity anz-d'econow

f or cet

Thus, we ca setathUSfocs had a logistical advantbage

over the -Gerrman forces', espe cially in reg.3,ard, to gas oline. 'The U S

for.ces were fre sh while the Gerlmns wocre tired from several days of

fihin.The Germa~n cormaanders8 were tied to a preconceived plan of

maneuver~~~~~~~~~~~~ an di4o-aeaeut ocundtosfclte hl



-~~~~~~ tak'aen~rcyt unto t consideration of the Corps attack'

to HO -J1FFA.L1Z E to Pinch off the Germnj armie s in the Ardennes*

NOTES' FOR CEAPTER III

A.f te r Action Report, 2zid rmored D~vision,Dcme 94 .4

2-
bid. ,p.-3.

Historical ReportOCA, 2nd Armored Division, December 1944,

p. Z
4
QP. Cit., After Action Peport, P. 4.
5

6
Interview with Lt C o1L -Iul11e r, Acting G- , 2nd Iarmored Division,

16-w31 Decq~nber .19449 3in Novembor 1948
7

Op.- Cit.,After lAction Report, p.,6...
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CHAPTER VI

I' . ,CLOS ING T1BEGAP

Second and Third Armored Divisions

1-16 January 1945

Bly 31 December the Gerran offensive had been hallted'short of the

LTJSfl The Allied forces seized the initiative? and, in a wella-oxevw

x uted,* coordinated attack drove the badly ,mauled Nazi columns back to:

the ir SEIGFRIED f ortif ications. The 2nd and 3rd Armored Divisions

fighting in a Corps team played an effective role in the. resumption

of the offense.

Firsts. U S Army assigned VII Corps the mission of attacking south*

east and seizaing HOUFFA.LIZEtork juncture with General George S.

Patton Jr.'s, Thi1rd US ANrnmy* The- dr ive on. HOUFFALIZE wms bounded on

the southwest by, the L#OTJRT1E River and on the- east-by m, line SARIi-

CHATTFAAU-GPAND SART-HIERLOT. The principal streamas of the- area run a-

long the line of+.'the atttack, a factor which was of advantage to our

fLorces. As indicated in sAppendix IV, the terrain is wooded, contains

dense und3erbrush and, is hilly and rough, vehicular movement being

thereby confikned to the inadequate road net. The area cannot be demo

scrbed as good tank country. In describing it,-eea0Vht a

I would like to accentuate what is Probably well
known of tA.he extreme d iffi lculty of the operations

dueIto weather and terrain.Itihil M the fighting a
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General Collins planned for the VII Corps3 to seize HOILIFALE

vrith an armored spearhead consiosting of the 2nd and-ird Armored Dlvmf

i~ions. In implementation of'-this plan, these two. divisions movdd

from the vicini.-ties of WIVEL[A7GE an&d OFFPUTrpct lto new as-

soebly areas along the, line SOY-DBR., For 'the-attack'2nd Armxnored Div-

Isbln would be disposeod on the right, 3rd Armordivs ion on the

left,& These divisions were to' bq fbllbwed by "the S4th-and 8%3rd In-w

fantry Divisions respectively.,

Study of the drive on HO{JFFAIZE _has revea~led' four factors of

distinct imnportance and-definite effect on the results which the act-o

ion achieved. These factors are,,

l. The Physical condition of the men and the weariness that the

proecding two weeks of battle had brought about.

2. Lack of missi-on typo. ordeors-to coj-n.ane='rs of the armored

divisions and the restrictions thereby placed upon them.

3. Insufficiency of the Infantry that was allowed the armored

d ivisionsby existe-nt Tables of Organi.zation and Equipment.

4l. The miserable w'ea'.ther, part icular ly thle snow Which commir~en-t

ced on 1 January and continued through 9 January.

Al6though the two armiored divisions advanced abreast and, against

siuilar resistance, it seems advisable to disct~ss the action of each

separately in orde..-r to achieve continuity of though1-t.
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9it is well to remember that-General HIfarmonts troops, bad indulged in

hevy fighting up to -28 December and that his divitsion's lse n'
2

ing that maonth had been 1.,021.o As the attack took place' on 3 Januat'y,

it is evidenit that. there had been little opportunity to roequip, ab-.

soryb replacem~lents or regroup forces an~d that hardships of December

action had an adverse effect on morale and phy sical ability. Weather-

was adverse' throughout the operation. Turrets were frozen in the-

mornngand mobility was greatly reduced.ToqteGnrlY1iea

gain:

Lack of suitable winter clothing was a treme-n-o
dous handicap and contributed to the sutfering aqnd
0is c omfo r t.We n;a I a form of footgear by cutting.
up blankets and making a sort of i-nner boot and
then galoshes or overshoes were worn. This item.

was prticularly useful to tankers, but was not
so good for the people who_ hadc to wqalk.3 .

The 2nd Armoredl Division was assignied the mission of clearing

enervr, from= the area between the line of departure and HOUFFALIZE

wilthin its zone. The VIELSAW-LARCh2, highway anld the town of HOUF-

FALIZE were Prescribed a-s objo6-tives by Corps. On 2 January the div-O

ision moved to new assem~lbly areas in the vicinity of SOY and GRAID-E

LEWTLi The attack was planned for. 0830 on 3 'January through lines

held -by the 75th Infantry Division. The formation of combat commnds

abreast was chosen, COA attacking- on the rig-ht with three task forces

abreast, COB attacking on the left with two tab-k forces abreast.*

so



zone.

2. errin ndweather made maximum use of available road net

desirable. F

On I January General.Collins attached the 335t%-h Infantry Regiment
5

841th Division to the 2nd Arm~ored Division.-Geonerm a 1~ron fuarther ,at'-

tache-d this regiment to GGA., General Collier subdivided OQA into
6

four reinforced battalion task forces as follows:.

- Ta.sk Force A

3rd En, 66th Arvmored Reg1*ient (less -CO i)-
let En, 335th Inf antry- Regimz-en-t

I Flt, C A;702nd Tank De.stroyer Battalio

1 P lat, Co A, 17th Armored Engikneer Battalion

Task Force B

66th Armored Regimnent (less let En ,. Co F, Rom Go, PaEi ntCGo)
3rd En; 335th Infantry Rcgiment
1 Flat;J Co A; 702nd Tank Destroyer- Battalion
P lat, Co A, 17th Aixrce Engineer Battalion

Task Force C

335th Infantry Regi-ment (less 1st and 3rd Ens)
1st En, 66th Armored Regriment (le ss Ron Co)
Co'sTF an&-I, 66th Ar-.mored -Regiment attached

1 Flat, Go A, 702nd Tank De--;str-oyer Battalion

Task Force D

8?Znd Armor ed R onra i s sance Battali on (le ss Co B, 1 Flat,
CoAM-1and 1. FlatGo P)

Co 1A, 1f7th AArmore Enge"er Battalion%(less12 Flts)
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___ 3.Flat;Co C; 702nd Tank DestrQye Btaion

VP lat, Co B,* 17th Armored Engineer. Battalion
78th.Armored Field Artillery Ba ttalion (plus Btry A, 195th

!,Ai Battalion) (Direct Suppgtt)

Task Force. Y

3rd 3n, &67th Armored Regimnent
3rdEn 4sttArmored Infantry eiet

.1 FlatC o' G, 702nd Tank Destt oyer.Battalion
IFiat, CO B 17th Armiored Engner Battalion.

COB Control

R n Co, '67th Arm~nored RegimentA
Co B1. 17th LArmored Engineer:-;Batta lion (less 2 Flats)
Co C; 702nd Tank Destroyer. Battalion (loss 2 Plat6)
CO B, 82nd Armored Roconaissance Battalion

The attack of. 3 January began at 0830 wisth the handicaps of s now,

fog,- impaired visibility and 'ice-covered roads. Tanks and trucks

floundered on ice and snowl, and. vehicles equipped with steel tracks

found the going particularly difficult. Elements of the 2nd Fanzer

Division anmd the 560 Volksgrenadior Division opposed the attack from

positions', that wore iell prepared, well situated and, stubbornly dem-

f end. Against this resistance; the division's advance of 3 Jane-

uaty was limitead to 2,000O yards.

The attrack continued thrqough four days of bitter fighting ar-.

gainst a stubborn enemy,. On the fourth day, 7 January, el1eme nts of

COB had cut the imiportant VIE AUA"X-tA ROC H road, one of' the d inti

Sion's obj"ectives (See Fig. 14). Seizure or this road denied env,-my

f~rcea, an imp ortanrt -route orferet
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continued against much oppositin1 ntl1 Jnuary and was ,nede ssary~

in vriew of a part of the'-d ivision'Is mi ssion, "To clear. all1 enemy from

the forest stronigpoints and villages between the line pf' departure

*and HOUFFALIZE"', SME fell to CC&t on 10 January aftbr be-ing b itter-

ly defended by tank-and infantry elements#- It is nqtoworthy that t1;he

*raking of thistw dlyd h dcne of the division for a three-

day po r iod.

* On, 7 'January the eastern boundary of the German 116th Panzer

Division *0.3 shifted to'the- east to' include SALIEE, placing parts of

this division in opr.position t'o CQA at SA LdREE, and to the part of COB

that moved west along 'the .VESAL-IAR0CIE road. Of the a-ctiozi that

occurred between 7 and 10 January ac-round SALIdREE, the cozmmander of the

116th Panzer Division has saidt

IMd those superior fotrces-with a qick'and vigorous
thrust, forced their way f orward. and succeeded i break-w
ing through, the results tV'-r the Germans Who were still

aholding out on all fronts would have been ime nse.910

Fqllowing -the seizure andi organization of SA1ThEE on 10 January,.

major units of the 2nd Arm-ored Division were- assembled', and 11 Jan-=

uary was 'spent in maiLntenance and repair of equipment and in prepar-w

ation for continuing the attack.

The Qttack- vn-, 4 o& -iw sumed n 12 J--a ina,% 1ry COILattackigat080 nd
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Resistance from 12 to 16 January has been characterized as a !_'tenaa

acious ro ar Guard -action."

An interesting note of the cooperation which existed between the

2nd and 3rd Armored Divisions, has been made by General White.

A spirit of cooperation existed to a marked de-d
gree, and one tikme we were able to envelop an en-
emy force holding up our advanace' through the co-o
operation of the 3rd Armr~ored permitting us to use
roads in their zone to-effect the envelopment. On
the infrequent occasions when we ha,-,d column cover,

we assd aailable planes back and forth to work
on targets in each division zone. 1

Bydaily continuation of th6 attack, 2nd 1Armored advanced south

and southeast until contact with Third Army patrols was. accomplished

in the vicinity of HOIJFFALIZE on 16 January*- The town itself was oc-

cupied th-at day. The air line distance covered by the 2nd Armored

Division in this drive had been 16 miles, the elapsed timre 14 days.

To &ompleto the picture of the VII Corps use of armor in the Jan-

uary push we shall1 have to ]look back to the begiLnni*ng, of the offen*i--

si:ve and follow the -actions 'of the 3rd Armored Division. -

* Action of the 3rd'Armored Division

T he action of General Rose'Is 3rd Axrmored Division during-this

-period parallels 'quite closely that of the 2nd Arrmored Division. The'

division's mllission was to seize C1ERA1N and BOUVIGNY ,and the zone of

its advance on these objectives was bounded. on the west by the M!A2T-
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VII Corps had attached the 330th Inifantry Regimnent, 83rd Divis-

iOn, to 3rd Armored Division and General'Rose had attached one batdm

talion of this regiment to CO/i, the r erninin-rg two battalions to 0013.

CCL wras organized into two task forces; Task Force Dean and Task Force

Rc h ardo.COB was sil-ailarty organized into Tsk Forcsieog
13

and Love lady.

The 3rd Armijored Division attacked onS Janua,ry writh combat conei-

ma nds abreast, enAch combat omrand with task forces abreast in order

to take advantage of the existing road net. Initial resistance wa s

heavy i and c01on~s i's tedl of infantry, tanks, 'and defended maine fields and

road blocks. Despite this fact, 3rd Ar.mored made somewhat bettor prom-

gress during the i*nitial,. days of the attaqk tha:,n was enjoyed by 2nd

Armrored o-n its right flank. It is interesting to note, however, that,

throughout the eperation the progress made by the two divis ions was

essentiall1.y the sane..

The attack continued through 9 Ja nuary, which date found eot

n-ents of the divisiton disposed along the line' PROVED 0UX-*OTTPE,,RBG1ET

(See Fg 14). On that date the 83rd Infantry Division passed throug?,

3rd Armo1-red with a maission of seizing the line BOIWIG1NY-BACiAI1N--MO'NT

LE BAN.

A new attack order (rF 0 23) dir-ected continuation of the attack

on 13 January. In the continuation of this attack, GOB was directed

to eiz hih roud nrthes of4ACINTndprcedraidy4o. e
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the left flank of the division.

Circumstances necessitated changing the plan of attack, and thd

plan that was put into effect invol1ve d the attack of OCR and COB a-

breast. COB was ordered to seize QBEFAIN and OCR to take VAUX and
14

SO1. ,EIERAIN.

Thi's phasBe of the attack began on 13 January and continued a~w

gainst the resistance of infantry, tanmk, and atillery elements

throuigh the 16th. 17 Januaryr f ound- the 3td.Armon~red Division in pos-

session of the li"ne SO0,IC,.2A IN-S TERPIGINY as is indicated on- Fig. LI:~

S uurary of *Acation

In drawi~ng conclusionr.s from the operations of the 2nd and 3rd Ar,

raorod Divisions, the effect of weatLher is most difficult-to assess.*

Additionally, the weariness of the ,iiinsee at the outset of th

offensive ,is a factor deserving careful consideration. Certainly thet,

weather was as bitter as any envcounteCred by U S forces in Eur-one A.ura

ing 'WorlId itr Ii,. and its effect on air- operations a.nd on the obser

vation of artillery fire was tremendous., Taink eleens er roadboum

and the nobility of thdse.eleraonts was reduced 'to a =61l1 fraction of

the normial figure.

The VII Corps attack was characterized by the advance of twyo Ar-m

mocred divisions abreast on a fourteen-mile. front. Shortage of' organ-
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advance within zones. The restrictive orders given to the divisions

imposed the requiremnent of liaison a nd contact. with eadjacent unt,

and it precluded attack in colurm factors which may have slowed the

avnematerially.

NOTES FOR OChYPTER IV

Stateme nt of Dvihjor General 1. P. Wiihitel, f orm er comm-ander. ofCCO
2nd Armored Division, from a letter dated 13 Decem.-ber, 1948.*

Liter Action Report, 2nd Armored Division, -eeme 1944, p. 2 14
3. -

OP* Gitt, General IWhite.

After Action Report,. 2nd Armored Division, Jan uary 1945., 'p. Z,&
5
Ibid., p.2

Thid., Annex I.

ThMI.d9 A nn-ex I

Th id.p.5

Tibd, p,2.
10
.Comtttment of the 1.16th Panzer Division in the Ardennmes, 1944110

1245,s a report". prepared y 'BrigadQ.fuehrr Seigfred von Wadenburg,
Ceo-ntu. d i ng 116th Panzer Div-tisio-n in th-,e A1rdennes, D/A L'S A-873, Part

Op. Cit. After Actio n Report, January, p. 12.
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CHALPTER V

U . CON CLUSloION

Two veteran United States :Armored Divisions h ave been followed

throughout th,,eir emlyetin the Northern Sector of the A~rdenneb

Cawnaign fromn 16 December 1944 until 16 January 1945. In this month

of f ighting, everything was bitter th Gemnofnie he Amer-

ican resistance, then the American offensive, the German resistance

and above, all the weat heo..

M'any lessons in armor may be gained from this action.- Morear

nine outstanding'points:

1. Importance of training f or miarching.

2.. Importance of logistical support.

3. Dosirability of maintaining tactical integrity of the axt.-or-

ed division..I

C.0. Desirability of ission tyyne orders over zone tyipe orders4

for an armored division*

5. Need for adequate itfanitry in the World WVar II armored divi-

s ion.

6. Need for tanks in the Wqorld Th Er II infantry division.

7. Terrific effect of lack of enemy inforimation.
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eve a easreof satisfaction may be gle 'ned ft-om. Seeing, them in-

9 ~ ~ ~o crpoae npeetAtee School doctrine and in present Tables

During the December action several of these lessons were leartied.

from-n the 3rd Art-tored Division. On the third day of. the German eftdh-"

sivo, OGA wa:s taken from the division and attached to V Corps.e It-

rmovred to the vicinity of,.BUP2KN, Belgiump where it remar-ined four days

apd successfully completed ilts mission of rounding up the German

paratroopers in- the area. The 300 enemay paratt-oopers hardly merited

thI'eVattention of OOA'.s twro tank battalions,'n rmrdinatY bt

talion, and supportingZ troops,. Howe ver, more than twice that number

of parachutists had been esti-.m:1ated and the commamnd also constitutd

a corps reserve against an expected ground attac which failed to de-m

velop. COIL then returned to division control on 21 December 9 ,

t1banwhile, the division had moved to HOTTON, Belgium., Here it

was attached to XVIII Corps but had temporarily lost COB which'had

been attached to the 30Oth Infantry Division. tacking both CZ and CC*

the division received a. m-lission it could net possibly acomrplish A*

to secure the .ANtUY-wHOUFFALIZE, road. COB was helping the 30th Infant

try Division unknowmingly -halt the Sixth Panzer Arr by defeating

Tas Foce eiprits leading elelent4 COB mwas organized into two

tanskc forces for this action cvnd was further split into sm-aller el-w

70



lack of infantry support. After six days, COB was returned to divew

Iibn conttol on 24 Deemrber, but General Rose still did not have cons-

trol of his entire. divi sion. Task Force Dean, of CC-A, was attached

to the 84th Division that same'day, because of heavy enemy pressure.

This incident occurred at a most inopportune time, as COIL'ts- other

task force was hopelessly cout off and had to destroy its: -remaini ng

vehicles, thus stripping CX of all combat elementse

Two days later, Task Force bOe-orge from COB, was attecched. to

CO. This force was able to drive the Germans frdm GRANDMTENIL, a

town which C& had occupi&d before Task Force Doan was attached to th(

84th Division. Prior to this date, three reinforced task -forces of,

the 83rd Reconnaissance Battalion, fought a valiant five-day battle

against overwhelming odds, pluis being short of gasoline resupp2Ly. Al.

though qventually out off and having to abandon mo-st remraining ve .P#C.

hidebs, they did delay part of the Fifth. Panzer Army long enough for

0a line to be stabilized. In stabilizing this lines, the 3rd Armored

Division eventually had two reginontal cqmbat teamis and two parachutp

battalions attached.

Thus the 3rd Armored Divisionts eimploymnent, in twelve days of

continuous action, 'points up the lessens enumerated while playing a

decisive role in the American effort to contain the German pene-tratip

During this san_-.e_ Period,. the 2nd Armored Division operated in
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during all. this, December &action.

SThe division completed a spectacular march of 70, mi le s in 22-

tours against great acds, weather, blackout., lack of maps,. and lack

Of timne for prior reconnaissance. All units closed into assembly

atreas, ust bef ote maidnig ht on 22: December and sent out reconnaissance

parties. By early afternood oil the next day, General Harmon had com-

mitted OCA after one of his armored cars had been knocked out. COPS

continued south and during the. night ambushed a strong German tank

colum which it almaost completely destroyed. The command t s task for-m

ces f-arned out abreast the next_ day and continued on to BUISSONVILLE

and thle surrounding area where it sot up defensive positions.#

'4gains5t those positions the Germans lauhched repeated heavy counter-e

attacks only to be consistently. repulsed with heavy losses. OCR was

then attached to 00k and took HIJICLIN against stubborn resistance.

OCA pushed on to the LA LESSE River and establishet-a line there whici

tied-in wAith the 84th Division on the east and 0013 on the west. CO,

meoanwhile, was withbald fromi action for two days after COPS struck souti

Then it was cormnmitted to the right of OCA and. for three days engaged

in wipi ng out the CELLES pocket. This acetion stopped the Germns at

the deepest point of their penetration. Afterward, 0GB continued

south, clearing the area to the L&A LESSE River line -and tying in with'

British units to the west near the MUETSE River.

General Harmnha been concerned about the area between OGA and

0013 during the heavy f ighting. 'However, the attached 4th Cavalry
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the, help of attached infantry and many tires the pinch of tniuff icient

S infantry was apparent. The 4nd Armored Division had halted -the Ger-

iman -Panrers just four miles short of the TDEUSE River. General Collins

h6.d not expected to cormnit the division. before early January, but,,

by that tirae,it had executed a most decisive effort, by thorough co-mi

ordination and aggressi ve action, and with very light losses. In thP~c

emplymen, waih ppea aror's chatacteristic mobility, f irepwr

shock action and flexibility along with-outstanding aggressiveness.

By 3 January, the 2nd and &rd Armored Divisions were disposed

side by side. on VII Corps-' front, ready for the offensive. These two

divisions )ed the Corps attacek against bitter resistance of tanks and

infantry. The outstanding feature of this offensive was that the'ar-"

mLorod divisions wore each given the mission of clearing their zones

of advance., even though they were both followed immediately by in-w

fantry dtivisions. It is also of interest te. note thcdt 14 days were

required to cover the 16-m~nile distance-to IOTFFALIZE,. whore junction,

was made with Third Asrmry. Other factors also contributed to slow thi.

advance. The troo)ps had become weary,. from the previous two wreeks of

continuous operations. In addition,- the-early half of this offensive

moved toward~higher ground which favored the German defenders.& There

was also the gre-at mechanical difficulty of vehicles slipping on ice-

covered roads. 'To try to improve traction, the 2md Armored Division

changed to ru~bber tank treads, during the battle.

There as !-Tvrcoecodntoancoprtobtwnth
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The one big question, which remains unanswered, ist Why was notb

one armored d*ivision given the naisliofl 6 on 3. January, of moving to

HOUFFALLIZE a's quickly as postibla? This question rises primarily due

to the contination et ot 0rain and enemy dispositions, Until about 9

January,. elements of four Panzer Divisions weteo west of HOUVFALIZt

and their routes of withdrawal to the east converged through this

little town.. A. German officer has bee~n quoted as saying that these

Amer-ican forces could have pushed through their delaying positiond and

closed this trap,. However, the arm or that could have made this ac-

complishment was clearing all enermy in its acne.. Nol can only day here

that General Collins must have had positive reasons for giving these

zone missions to his armored divisions .

In conclusion, the highl-ight of this study is the adversity of

cndteitions in which armror was- emnployed in the Ardennes Camrpaign. Wee.-I

thor, terrain, rand the obscure enemy situation were -extremely unfavor-f

able to armor. In the light of the action herein discussed, along

with many other examiples from World War II, we- therefore conclude that'

regardless of' adverse curcunstances,_ United States armor will fight

Wherever United States troops rmay Light in the future, -It wlas -done

in the Ardennes, -it can be done anywhere.

NOTES FOR C.HAPTER V

t. m 4sA4-Ir vA 4 1zer n v
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APPENDIX I

AL&JERCAN ORDER OF BALTTLE

16 December 1944.

FIRST U S ART?!
(HODES)I

f lCors

104th In? Div
9th In? D iv
83rd - In .DIV-
1st In? Div
3rd .A"rmd.Div
5th Arad 'Div

V Corps
(Gerow)

8th In? Di*v
78th In? Piv
2 nd In? D iv
99th In? Div

Cor ps
l 1e t on)

106th in? Div
2 8th -In? D iv
4t h Inf.D iv
9th Arrid DIV.
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*AtERICA ORDE R OF BATTLE

3'January- 1945

VITTorpsI(Collins)
- 2nd Arrad Div1

84th Imt Div
3rd At'nd Div
83rd InC Div

NOTE:

2nd A4rmorpd came traom Ninth Arrayf or this operation.,
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APPENDIX I I

GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE.
16 December 1944

IAR!I,. GROUP BJ
(MIODEL)

Fuehr-er Grenadier Brigad~
3rd Panzer Grenadier Div
9th Panaer Division v
15th Panzer Grenadier Di~r
9th Volksgrenqaier Div 1

79th Vosgron-adier Div 1

ESixth Pnaer 
ArV

(Dietrich)J
IFifth Pcnmer Armay
LM~ltoufIfel)

FSeventh Army
(Brandenberger)

jiSS Pz- Corps 3

(Bittrich)J

aa-SS Pz Div
9t h SS Pa.,Di1V

LI S5 Ps. Corps]
(.-PrieSS)...

ILVII Corpsf
jQt z-fe -d) I
32 6th VSG Di.V
246th VS Div

1st, SS. Pz Div
12th SS Pt Di"v
3rd FS Div
lath VG Dilv
277th VG Div

LXVI Corps
(Lucht Li

L XX orp s jU(XCorpsl

5th FS Div Z-76t h VG Div
3 52ad VS Dilv 212th VG Div1

LIII Corps ~
Rohkirch).

See Note 1

LV III Pz Corps-

LiBKrueer)
62nd VS Div 116th Pz Div-
1.8th VG Div 560th VS Div

X~vi PZCorps

2 d Pm. D iV
26th VSGDiv
Panzer Leohr Div
Fuehre~r Beglolt
Brigade3

"NOTES:

After beginning of offensive assigned to LIII Corps (Seventh Army).
2
After 23 Doc 1944 assigned -to XLVII Pt. Corps,
3

Being designated respective Army reserves these units. did not par-m
ticipate in the initial attanck.
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GE RM&N ORDIER OF BATTLE
2Z2 December 1944

Sixth Panzer Army
(Dietrich)

II $3 Pa Corps III

1st S3 Ps Div 3d
12th 3S Pz.Div Ot]
3d FS Div
12th VG Div
277th VS Div

LVIII Pz. Corps

116th Pz- Div

DLVII Corpsj LXVI Corps
(Hittsfe ld)4 (Lucht)

$26th VS Dit, 62nd VS -DIV
248th VS Dtv 18th VS Di*V

560th VS DIN

.SS Pa Corps
(B ittrioh)c J
33 Ps Div

h SS Pa Div

-rw4

XLVII Pa Corps
K(Luettwitz)

2 d Pz D iv
2,16t h VS -D iv
Panzer Lehr DIV
Fuehrer Bogleit Brigade 35

Newlyas ine-rl
units- j

9tju-h Pt - Di v
15t h Pa, Groenadi e r
Div

NOTES:

Transferred to control of Sixth Panzer Army along wi1'th DCVI Corps

although not a part of this Corps.

Assigned from 0KFW Reserves
Fttaer Army area.

although not phsically- present in Fi"fth

*Still "in Fifth Panzer Army reserve.

i0

P~wrAm)
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GEaRI&N-ORDER. OF. BATTLE
24 Decembet 1944

fSixth Ftnaer Armyl
___(Dietrich) I

I z 8PcCorps.tii 8$ Pt Coip-j LXV I Cot

(Prie 8Ss) LSitfloh)f J(Hit zfeld

16+ 3$ Pt -Di*V
12th 3S SPz: D ii
3d FS Div

2177th IVS Div

LVIII Pz Corp.
(Krueger)

116th Pt Di'v
Fuohrer Begle:,
Brigade 2

2d SS Pr Div
9th S Pi D Iv

326th VS i
246th IVS Di

i XLVII Pt CorpsV( Luettwitz)J

2d PZN Div
aeth VG Div
Panzer Lehr Div
9th Pt Dilv
15th Pt Gronadier
Div

I PfttPPanzor Army'

nt C-VI CorpsI

v 82 nd VS Div
iv,' 18th Vs Div

560th VS Div

INewly assigned
units1

3rd Ptz Grenadior Div

NOTES:

Alssigned to Fifth Panzer Array frcm' 0KWV Reserve.
2
Transferred to XLVII Pr Corps on 25 December 1944.
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SERMiN ORDER OF BATTLE
Vr December 1944 '

VShixth Panazer ArmyI
(Dietrich) Ii

II SS. Pz, Corps I(V I C or ps.
(Bittrich) .. t(Lucht)

2d SS Pt Di1V
3d FS Div
12th -VG Div
277th VS Div

62nd VS Div
1 8t h VS DiLV
660th VS Div

[Fifth Panzer Army

VIIrI Pit Corls XLVII Pt Cor"ps I
(Krueger) Lettwitz)I

116th Pt IDiv 2cZdPz Div
VSth D iv

Panzer Lebr Div
9th Pa. DivI15th Pa Gre n Div
3rd Pmt Gren Div
Fuebrer Gren BrigIFuehrer begleit

I3SSPa Corps
I(Priess)

1.- SS Pa.Div
9th S5 Pt' Div
1?-th 38 Pr, Dir
3 40 VS Dilv.

NOTES:4
1
This division actually joined Pith Panzer 'Army on 6 January 1945t
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9' APPENDIX III

BACKGROUND AND ACTIONS OF GERMA. UNITS

IN THlE .ARDENI4ES COUNTEROFFENSIVE (NORTHERN SECTOR)

16 December 1944.-=16 January 1945,

*During July and.August 1944, Hitler, while, bedridden, concentrat..

ad on higher strategy for his military forces. Hie had to regain the

Initiative lost since the AngloAmerican_ land'ings in Normandy to keep

the support of the German People. Hits answer to this problem was the

Ardennes Counter offens ive, erroneously ref. red to &s the "Rundstedt
3

Offensive"

The German people, still -unconvinced that they had been defeat-
4

ed, wo're ready to rally to the last great stand* The plan, as refin-

ed 'by the German high command was:

To consist of an armored 'dash through the difficult

couhtry v)f the ARDENMS with the object of capturing
the bridges on the D~EE River between NA14UR and LIEGE;

Once this spurt of over fifty mules had been completed,
and bridgeheads on the west bank. of *the IEU6El'secured,
the panzer, divisions 'would continue their advance in

a northwesterly direction, and seire the citied of
BRAUSSELS and ANThVER?. By this bold maneuver it maGE
hoped to deprive the Al.lies of their chief supply base

at 4NThTERP, and at the samne time, trap the entire
British and Canadian forces of Field tbrshal Montgom-e
ery's 21st Array Group, then lining the banks of the

Ary rop , ctaly mplemented the paofte0W (German High

, vii*1
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c oLmand) directed the training of the assembled forces and commanded

the attack.

Three German armies, made up of hiighlyp-trained off icer and ene

listed cadresyu4 fanatical 85 troopers, the dregs of the ".Cinal' 1

draft Of. German. manopwer,. consisting of young~sters and old ran, con-w

voC"rted navy and ai"r force porsonnol, ee ased. Divisions had about
6

85% of thier war tables of organization.a Equipment was i"ssued on an

emergency table of equipment, the actual vehicle strength being ape
7

proximately 60% of war tables of equipment*. Due to an unforseen and

highly unfavorable consequence of the rigi'd secrecy imposed upon tIE

Arm by Hitler,. Gasoline became a critical item of supply.* ih

rankinig supply officer, taking as the true picture the torn "V&ttoh

on the Rhine" the Htgt Command used to disguioeteata pandae *

eration, stored the larger portion of gasoline east of the RHINE. As

it later developed, this. reserve sup-ply never reached the, attacking

armi es. Asa re sult, Army Group B3 had only one qf ourth the amount

needed-to move the motorized elements to ANTWERP and had -to plan on.

capturing American supply dtmaps to accomplish its mission.

The mission and success or failure of each of the three. Ger man

arraied are clearly reflected in their cmmnanders. The Sixth Panzer

Ari-v, assigrned the northern se ct or and the -main effort, was cornanded

by Oberstgruppenfuohrer Joseph 1180ppU Dietrich, a f ormer 83 captain.

TTI
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T-k the seco ndary effort In the center. Its- brilliant comm.ander

s oon proved the fal lacy of Hitler t s judgment by -making the secondary

effrtpefor te eepstpeetrtin.The Seventh Army, 'led by Genem

oral der Artillerie-Erich lBrandenbergrer, was to screen the South

f lanie and keep thie American Third Army from joining with the Ame.cri1can

First Armny. This coLrlander, capable canld steady, did well wiath the

force s provided him . -

it wa s the f ortutne of the Amecrican 2nd and 3rd, Armored Divisions

to be emaployed in the pcath of the two northern Germ.an armies. The t

four Germann d'ivisions which these two AImerican divisions fought the

most during the counteroffensive; the 116th Pa~nzer, 2nid Panzdr, Pan-

zer Lehr, and 2nd 3$ Panzer Divisions, were well-trained, efficient.

units, led by four of the ms capable division comnwandcors in the Gerr

Although a t otal1 of 2 7 Geriman d iis ic.ns we re to see action 'in t hc

counterof fensive, 17 divisions, a total of approximately 180,000 men

and 400 tanks, crossed the line o f departure at 01530, 16 Deceazber-

1944. Two 3$ Panzer divisions of the II 33 Panzer Corps, consisting

of approximately 34,000 men andA. 200 tanks were in the Sixth Panzer

Akrmy reserve, wxhile one, panzer -division and- one panzer brigadOe, p

prxiael 1,00me nd 100'tanks, were in the Fifth Panzer Army.

reserve. Beceause the scope of this study is limited tb the northern

i0



4 all three armies.

In the Sixth Panzer Army sector the infanxvtry divisions led the

attack, followed by panzer units to exploit a ny penetrations. The

two volksgrenadier divisions of t he LXVII Corps, attached to -this Area

rj from the Fifteenth Array on the north,. were to break through on

both sides of IMObSC0111, -crossing the road -MT ZEN ICH-wELSENB ORN, and

then screen to the north and wvest. I SS Panzer Corps had the m'-ission .

of attacking the area.P1 WCIQ1U4EENERTH and LOIffIIM, push across the

1MEE into the sector LUETTICH-HJY. The Array reserve, the Il 5S Paneb

zer Corps followed. directly behind the L. SS Panuer Corps to re inf ore

this main effort.

Due to the imamediate reaction of the Allies, the LX\TII Corps wms,

never able to get farther than the line BITGENBACK-EISEWBORN-MTYOIJSCHMJ

(See Figr. 15), thereby leaving- the northern flankc of the Sixth Panzer

Army ex-posed. The A1rmy's attack.-,ing infantry men stubborn resistance

from the outset and faile-4d to mke the planned- penett'ation for the ar*-

nor to exploit. Consequently, the panzer units had to make their ownr

hioles. in-L the Allied defense. This dlifficulty, combined with the can-

aliza~ftion. of the tanks bec~uso of poor roads, caused the Armry to fall

behind schedule from the very beginuning.

The deepest Penetration made b-y the Sixth Panzer Army iwas that

of a comdbat teami of the 1st 55 Pdnzer Division., I SS. Panaczr Corps, led.

by LrT+ Gel Joach-irn Peiper. on 20 December this team i pushed to the seco-

ip 77=7-- - - -- - - .- - : - - I -.- -
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Fig.15).It was cout off from, the lst 3S Panzer Divisio adhad to

fig:ht, to rejoin the division east of STAVELOT. 4

This action ended- the major offensive effort of the entire army

in Its original sector With the units being forced to the defensive.

On'22- Decemzber the southern boundary of the Sixth Panzer Army wets

shifted to take in the northermost corps plus one divis39ion of the

adjoining corps of Fifth Panzer Army (LXVII Corps and 560th VG Div1*W'

s i on)(ee Fig. 15)o.-The Sixth Panzer Army wus unable to move for-.

ward- in this new area to any extet. The II SS Panzer Corps piushed

through the LXVI Corps west of ST.* V ITH vqs able to get its 2nd 33

Panzer Division to UANIh'Y north of the 560th VG Division Here this

Corps camne to a bait. The fact wa-s that this major unit,, Hitler's

prdwsentirely stepped and was destined only to retreat for the-

rbst of the campaign. Hitler's knowledge of tacties and Is "intul,-

tive" judgmient wore again proved faulty.

The Fifth Panzer Army,. breaking through the OLSIEIH--GEE7LJhID sec-s

tor, pildnned to cross t he L-.FjUSE on, either.sAdo of' NALURL and continue

on to BRUSSELS The LXVI Cor-ps, consisting of the 18th and 62nd VG

Divisions, -had the mission of capturing ST. VITH after surrounding

the Al1lies' in the SCIUBS EP IEL and pushing forwiard, e che lone d i n

m I



26th VG Division, was assigned the DA,,SBURG-GE'IEITD sector, crossing

t he OUR River, bye-passing. the, CLIF sector, with the intermediate ob-w

jective of BASTOGITE, thence across the IJUSE, near and s outh, of IAU?

ThePaner ehr Division and Fuehrer Beg-leit Brigademd pteAMV

reserve*

Without -any artillery preparation to give away surprise,. the

Fifth Panzer Army attacked at 0530, 16 Decouber* The flank corps ad-e

vanced rapidly, but the center, LVIII eanzer Corps made little head-M

way because pof stubborn American resistance. To further the success

of the south 2flank the Panzer Lohr Division was comrumitted in this se"~

tar the f irst day. Figure- 15 Indicates the line gained on the 16th.

On 17 Decemrber the Fuehrer Begpleit Brigade -was com-itted in the IX-VI

Corps zone inthe advance toward ST. VITH.& To bolster the lagging'

LVIII PB&naer Corps the 116th Panzer Division was' withdrawn from the

south flank and sent forward through DASBURG toward BIIi2RSOIEFID.

Even though the Fifth Panzer Armywa behind its schedule it as a-*

head of the Sixth Panzer Amr-y, and thus its north flank was exposed.

On 1? December the LXI Corps beg-jan to bog downi in front of what was

to be a big thorn in the side of the arry, ST. VITH. The next day,

18. Decem'ber, saw the center Carps, LVIII Panzer, starting to roll.

The 560th VG Division gained fufll control of the eastern bank of the

OUR River -near. IELIERSCHIIED ans-d the 116th Panzer Division spearheaded

bu1te _orhlaremainodtrrt east of ST.MITT VITH.



%Ier Copjining its 116th DviJionl cr os sedthrodHFALZ

3ASTGNE. TheXLVII Panzer Crps was tied down Infrn ofASOIE

altouh the 2nd Panzer DivisiOfl crossed the, OIJRTIjE River at ORTi~

vilL. The Fifth Panzer Arm-y was ordered to captur BATO- instead

ofbypaSng it as had been originallY plnned, but decided to aceOl'

push this in conjuncti;on with pushing to, the LiAIUSE with its LVIII1

P of LIk

Pahzer Corps. This corps reached C1BE'AIIN (Northeast ofHOUFFALZE

di a Dcebe. he11thPanzer Division, 
reaching SALEE, captured

aI dump of gasolineO there.e

Th 16t Pnzr ivsinpush~ed up the; eastern. bank of the

oURT BE River to the area east of RjOTTEN oni 21 December. The 5 6 bh

VS Dvi~~flw~secheloned to the right rear to the area Bi&N-

TAjILU-SS*

The V0/ Clorps f inally captured ST. VITH. en 2 2, D cember. This

unit and the1 560th VG D ,vi i -l 
were. tranisferre toheSxhPnr

Amyonths at (Se ig 1). The LVIII Panzer Corps move.d forar

to the line ODEEWI.Msouth of SoYI"1B1OTTONT with -the 116th Panacer Divisif

novng o te wstrn ankof heOURT1 - River to protect the road

Junction at Y4ARCIE. on this 'sane-3 dlay, 22 D comber, h n un~

Diiin LI Panzer Corps, neting resistance southeast of TARCHE

Dvswn ett* kGOC 
ihtens dacdbtaingti3t
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narrative section of -this study.

The Panzer Lehr Division, maoving from the southeast. through.ST.

HUBEIRT, reached ROCEFORT on 23'December in an effort to, cleatr the

rear areas of the 2nd Panzer Division. This same day round- the LVIII.

Panzer Corps stalled on the EOTTPON-WhRCHE road with the 116th Panzijr

Division unable to move against elements of the American 84th Infantry

Division. The 560th 'VG Divis ion, now under Sixth Army control, wa

vainly fighting for GflITThTIL on the east bank of the 0IfRTIM, River.

Oh 24 December December the XLVII Panzer Corps was hit by at-

tacks from. south and north of 1ARC.iL, the American 2hd Armored Divi-w

sion striking from, the north4 - Panzer Lehr Division Swung north from

ROCKEFORT to relieve the pressure on the.Thd Panarer Division, but this

latter unit had to w'ithdraw to llCEF0RT. So the entire Fifth Thnzer"

Array was stopped 9M it had lost the initiative, never to rega in. it, not

withstanding ~the mi4nor successes of the. Fuobrer Bogleit Brigade south

of HOTTON.

On 25 December the 9th Panzer Division., assigned to the Fifth

Panzer Arm--y from 0KW reserve, reachebd the XLVII Panzer Corps sector

and -was immediate ly thrown inL to screte-eran -lnaof-the -2nd

Panzer division- from attacks frpm 1.APLCI2. The Fuiehrer Begleit Brigade

was withidra-wn from. the HOTTON sector and assimrned to XLVII Panzer

Corps f or use in the BASTOGUB area.

xiv
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being on the defezisive, striil tkep the escape route hog

ROUFFALIZE open.- Elemients of the Fifth Panzer Atry's 2nd Panver Din'-

sion, Fanzer Lehr Division, 9th Panzer Division and 116th* Panzer Divi-

-s sion tried to stop the AnertoLan 2nd Armored Division. The Sixth'-Pan-

zer Army'Is 560th Volksgrnde Division-and Ztad S3 Panzer Divis ion

vainly attempted to halt theL; Amrerican 3rd Armored Division. This de-

fensive action ws bitter, o because t he Gra omneshpdt

regain the offe ns ive, but bebause they realized if HLOUFFA.IZE vas not

-kbpt open all German 'units would be trapped. When the Panzer Lehr

Division. succeeded in retreatinlg tiu'ough HOIJFF\IEo15Jnay14

the dit islion cormmandler reported the carnage of- German personel and

materiel there w~ts terrible. He felt indeed fortunate to have been

able to escape.

NOTES FOR APPENDMIX III

Ce"mittnwent of S ith Panzer Ary, a report prepared by Eri~gaden

fuhtr, - d er Yvaf fe $ T-r ia Kamr, Cuief of Staff, Sixth Panzer,

Arty, W/L TB A 924.

The Fifth Panzer rmy diringP the Offensive 'in the Ardennes. 16

___ Decembe 1944-25 Jnuary 1945,a report prepared_ by G rldrPne

Truppen von tte-&1 Conuaafd ing F4ifth f-Paneer- Army, -D/AL B11a

- Cmmtmnt f he 5t Paze Amyin the 'Ardennes Wne Offe-

of Staff, Fifth Panater Army, D/A 1$ B 2135.

Robert E. YVrriam, Dr Dembr(Chicagg& Ziff-Davis, 1947,
Ch.r Decpmb3,
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6
The Preparation f or the German Of fensive in thxe Ardennes (Sep*&

temiber - D6eember 19449a ,Wcompilat&io'n of. records .a nd statement-$o

Po.roy Ernst Schramm,' Ph D, off icet in charge of Ikeeping the -war diary

of the Wohrnncht -Operations Staff, WDA INS A 862,P.P 199.

7J
Did.,Pp. 196,199.

Thdpp.*9,9
'9
E nexr& 'into Iligenco Sunni.aries, an interrogation report of Gener-m

aleutnantFritz Laelil oxanigPn ehar Division, prepared

by' Heson~quarters *Air FM iterrogationDtachmelt, A. P.&T.I.U.,9th

Air Force (Adv), 63/1945, Filb 373.a, -, 29 ray 1945.
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. W . APPEIJUIX IV'

TEPLRATNSTUDY *NORTHERN nRDEI NES

That area of Belgium and-Luxemburg that will1 be roforrod 'to in

this study 's the Northern -Ardennes Seecr i5 generally. bounded, on t he

we st t nd n.rth by -the LSTSE Riv7er, which wake's a 90-dge urn t h

east at the city ot, NA 1u4R. After flowMing east along the nor rn

boundary, te 2YCSE t-urn's to the north at LIEGE and lea ve s t hisarw

f lowing eventually into thoeRHUBE. To the east and slightly to the

,south of LIEGE, the remainder of this sector'Is northern. boundary is

ro_,ughly delineated by the swamps, of HOHEW VENPIN that, at this p oint,

occupy the terrain between the L3.-USZ' and the HOER Rivers.

To the east, the Northern A'"rdernes.Secto-.r may be sai 'o end at.

the geog-raphicol b-,rier -f. Gernany.: This line- roughly parallels t he

ROER and OUR Rivers wih, ca oh originating in-the samie locality,

flow -north and zquth 'resprect''ively. The southbrn boundary of the see-

taor is generally' outlined by the northern edges of the extensive AR-O

DE11ThETS Forest, from which the who,!-le area derives its nam.-e.

The AIRDETTNNES Forest covers the to-p of -a large, f lat ridge run**

ning; from the Gerrman border west thrrugh Luxen-,burg and Belgium to,

France. -It is the Northern A4rdnnes Sector., outlinTad above., thlat

forms the northern slo-pe of this ridge that slopes i nto the -valley of

kvi



are three major streams:* the LESSE, the 0IJRT1H, and the SALMV-AID21LEVBS

named here in the order fromr we st t o.--ea1s t that they. appear on t;he -mpv,

of the 'area. Those- streams are in tuirn Co d by many tributaries th-at

wvid thro--ugh the area forming a verttable mane of hills and stoop*A-

banked valleys. Like their tributaries, the major streams themselvtes

flow throug-h qomparatively deep vaU-leys whi.eoh, from the military point

of view, torn substantial obstacles to any sizeable force advancing

fromi- east to west through the area.

Thus it is that the principal roads through the area have been

caused by nature to follow generally the major stream -valleys or the

tops of the tidges that lie between the strearms. Generally, those

realdts along the high ground were from, six-to'eight meters wide, whi 1w

those along, the vall~ys wer&' somewhat narrower. MoAst east-west con-

nocting roads can be called "secondary" by comparison.

Here and there throughouit the -area, te oad net converges upon

a few comun-ities., thereby f orming, for military purposes,bormmunica-

tionls centers of impnortance beyond their geographical' size. The

chief of those are ST. VITH, overloo -,king.h URRvr;HUELIZE,

L4RCHE ad HTTO4,situated at interva ls don the QURTT2 Rive val'-

bly at principal crossing,*s; and I7ARCIE and GlUIEY on the ridge between

theOUTI-)PT?-vad LESSEvers(See FigP. 16).& Although it does not en-W



The Northetn A,' RDENES Sector, ,it its few roads, steep, winding

*stream beds, and its ruggedly foreste-d landscape, was not designed

by -nature. to be the iddal'battlef~eld or open route for moving large

* masses of trops in an off ensive oration. However, once the area

has been traversed~ and, the MEUSE river crosse'd, thel terrain of Bel1-

gium -and France anl11Post imme11diately offers an ixivader from the'east

meacre op en anrd "normaltt terrzain for military maneuver .. It was, this'

terrain,_, nQrth and west of the IE'SE that was the unachieved goal

of the Gernan panzer formkations.

For the peripd covered in t hi*1s study, most of the -action of the

2nd and 3rd Armored, Divisions tebk place wnithin that central portion

of t he Northern A1RDFNNBS Sector outl1ined in Figre 6 naayis

ini detail of that terrain will serve to point up the difficu~lties en-

countered by both sides in this opbration.

Detailed Descri pion

The armnored divisions we have studied operxated' in a cmparat ivel

narrow strip of the terrain we h-1ave briefly described above, Let us

then consider only a sizteen-mile1"w'ide strip of the terrain of the

Sector that lies within the IcAJSE River on the west and the S.LJi E ive3

Visibility througphout the period was porbcau-se of almost inter-

xx



mibttent fog..,rain, ilet'," and, so-me snow. After 24 December, the terip,

eratuWre dropped below the fPrecJzing mark 'and qontiOnued steadily col1der

Gondlitions of poor, visiiiycored,.but. occasionalnwfolbcQ

heavier, reaehing an a vetjag depth threo.ugholit the area' of about twio

feu ,ery n Ja nua ry' 1945.* This, with some continued setcue

ioe to fterra en the road-s in the sector..

T op ogr aphy tv

Re lief ealnd Dra inagem Systems:',

'The area of t-he Northern tURDENES -under consideration in this

study lis oA the northdrn slomlpe of a major ridge enempassed en the

north ahd west by 'the MDEUSE Rve, anid on the south by the. headweters.

of the IE TJSE, 'and by the MOSELLE.- Thus, this area consists of a ser-"

ies. of strea-ms and spur ridges lead ing fothtpofhE ?BUSE-LIO-

SELI2 ridge on t he s o ut.h t o the valle1(y of the -I2UTTSD north, of the

area., whe re t hat, rivcr, after flowing north along the western edge of

the se c tor. turns sharply to the ecast*

Consieringr the: terra in Pr op. east t o west ,thore are four major

stream.s which, With their tributaries affect the conf iguration of

the land;o the SLM-the OJRTI2E and its tributary the ISN1E, the 1ESSE

and a,, portion of the 12TUS4. All of those rivers, f.low gemx, rally north

or northwest through14 the araalthougrh they wind considerablyo. Thus

they, and their eveni more winding tributa--ries, len-Ld a rolling, more

.9x



9Between oeach of these miajor streams lies a comparatively flat

ridge, all og which amtually are, bpurs of the larger IEUSEa4MIOELIZ-

r idge. These spat ridges, although lying generally north and north-M

wo St, arco them_-.selves cut. by numerous tributary streamns.* Thus -each

spr id& n itself offers a series of local r idg es and hills that

g-,ive t he terrair a an intermittent rugr..;od or rolltng character not c on-.

ducive to the rapid movement' of large b odies of troops.

Vegotat ion:

Thsarea is best described as intermittenitly woodeD.d, with the

eastern half of the area more -heavily oycVred than the terrain far-*

ther wvest. Mlost trees are everg',reens. Undergrowth in t he wo ode d

areas is -comnmon, alt hou--rh so me "1cultivated" Woods are found free of

brush* For-the mA~ofst poart, wooded areas are traversedt by firebreaka

which porrait the passage of armaored -v-ehicles through areas, that or-M

dinarily would,be tmapc ssable to them. M.ost wooded land is passable

to f oot troops. The mere open. localities fallI nto three. general o

classifications: pasture, Cultivated P-and, and 'brushwoed.,

Cultural Features:,

The prinoiAps'l roads generally run north and deuth through the

zone., Such roadls are from, six to eight meoters in width. IntercbOnnect

ing , these major 6ast-&west hichvvays is a: sparce network of smatller read,

from three to six meters wide. East of the OURTT-I River, in the ea'st-f

em hlf f te aeathos leserhigway arebomaraivey fw i

)ocii
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thstypne of.road _becoesmoe omosn, offering fIive or six itorconvo

meeting route-s westward -toward the NEUSE., Roads of' this threb t'o S I xa

imeter type also can-.be found f ollpowing the --valleys of most of the.

prinoipa2. streams in, the region. Su-perimposed upon the whole area'

is a network o f even m or e seeondary.,rural roads that offer conmunicavo

tieono-c Qf s.Lip le r na t u re betwe en rmost localitiet Most roads 'of all

type s tht-oughout the are"a kre hard-surfaced.-

Ihon traversn h raf~ att west, the first road of

the' six to'eight-i~neter type is encountered running north Pand south

throughI the center of thd eastet'n h41f of the %rea, By foljlowing a

l ong t he r id eli ne b etwie en thle SLLM111anzd OnRT IM Rivers, it connects

HJFFALTZE on the southerni edge of the area with .1 WIUY, 12' miles to

the -north, before leaving the area, 'in -the diroetton- of LIEGE 'on the

com:-%parativel-y distant L2EUSE,,

In te gogrphical center of the area, ight. nilb's wes t'of t he

QT J2TIL i the village of &RGI3, the, principal c omm unicat ions center

the setor. From LYi .7,RC'iMh Cvemain highways of the six to eight-m

meter variety depart in a-star,-*shapod pattern to the north, northeast,

s out hea st, southwest and ,northwiest,.

The northbo'.und road -follows a sn.al'tributary vall1ey' lead ing out

Of 1ISSCFTA, and loave-s the area onreute to LIEGE.

The northeast road parallel1s a d oublen.-traceked railroad out of

* 
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the northern. odgo of the sector.

T he s out he a st; road leaves IviQiiOEE, skirts --a hilt,* and then tur-ns

South fobr about three mile's until it reaches'. the. valley of the YMLUNE'

River. Hretheroad turns, tip tevall tY tec~utheast 'and. into,

the BOIS DE4IATDE, a -northern-projectioii -of.-the ARDEKNIE$8 Fore st promw

The southwpst r'oad -out --of 1,tROS follows a railroaid o r a. small

ridgre into the WA&ibJIE River valley., thence d own the valley to the vil-

lage of ROCELWORT,. a total -distance' of approximtely -seven miules.

He re thero_.acLtutwns to the south, cro0sses..a-ridge, and leaves t he

area*

The northwelst road leaves -HMWBE.C along -the major ricdgeline bq-w

twoeena the OIJRTHI$; and the ILEaII-w1~USE idvers. TwelIve m le s f r om. M&RCIF

this highway passes to the north of ,QWIEY, intereects another highway.

(see below)., axnd 'departs the area for WAL)? on the ItEUSE

The r emain ing maj or rYoa d in the airecroxneccts DIHANT on. the LMIL

w11ith CIITY, eight milecs to,th5 nort1-heast ,nlongr--adspr-Urtdge.Two

m'ile0s northeast of C INEY, on the r oute to LIEGE, this road intersects

the L0i-AU highway. A similar road l ea*d8s sout h fr om DINAN-T, bi

doe 0s not Th1tdr into this study.

All1 through the area are nume, rous rural comm,-_uniJtiJe. WTona0of

these can be classed as. larger'than a village, with the possible ex~

copttons of GIVET and DINAN1T in the MEUSE valley en the wostern edge

4 . xxiv



lags of nost importance withi-n.the sector are VIE]LSALM, HOUFFALTZE~

I3AVAJX S~V EEREZEE, TViiT-VRY, IIJiIGrANDM'VNIL, L§ARCI7, 'ROCEII -

FOR--'T, HOTTON, Cli74EY,, , ISU U DNAN, and GIJET. Generall1y,.

d -vcl 1n g s and other b u ilings, both in the villag-es and .6c±n the farms,

are condtructedr-I of s tqpe.

lhost without exception the major streamr cro-ssings are loqated

with4 rkiverside -villa5ves'. The* principril 1bridgeos are at: AW1Rive

bridgs VIELSALN2. and SAILIJCHATEAUP OU11TIE Rive'r bridg-es, BLRVAUX

DTJRJUY , I T I KIlN 01 SFUX, ROTTON,1 TAROCEE, nd !ROJEFALIZE.;.LESSE

River bridges, vicinlity of G E-ND 110ON, IotP E and vicinity bf CIERGNON;

LEUSE River bridges, DI~NS and GIPVET. Host of 'these bridged, during

t he pe ri,16od of the ARDENNE-1S battle, were of 'stone, construction.

Mili3ta-;%ry.-Aspects of the Area

Critical Terrainr Features:,

A4..ny study' of terrain in this areta readiW , indicates tha t,. from ,a

mlitary standpo int, the most ,critical features are the bridges over

the SA 1,'11T1S and I2USE Rivmrs and. the 'high grounid dn tn

these crossings. Of importance for the sam-e reason, control Of the

masjor rcacl net, arec s ome villages other than those located at the mia

joar stream .cresns .a.Chief 0of these are T'2WHPS Y, SA12MBI, UARVU

ARHE, £OCHEOTCNE n the surroundihig, commaTrinding terrain.
A country-T-crORoad C E d783onteHUFLZMAIXhh.yi
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easti Onc& this rugg-ed sector has been secured, along with its IfEUS

ivrr oros-slng's the comInparatively opoen aMc flat terrain of France

and Delgium Is availible to the, invan-der.

Observation and Fields of Fire: 0

Olbservation a nd- fielIds bof f ir e vary throughout the 'area, de-pend-f

I ngrmrl upon the loc'at ion of woodd areabs. Observation and

fiewihn h wosthem,,-selves is limited, erxcPPt f or trait*A and

f irobreaks~ However ,tho inaterm--ittent pastures. and cultivated land~s

offer the .fields of fire normi.ally enceunthred.,in any rollinig terrain.

The wjeste--rn half of the arewa being- less wooded, offers opportunity

for mor-e open co.obt. Howe ver, during the period o f 16--25Decemnber,

1944,. visibility in all types- of terrainwr was lim."ited by the airiest

constant f og, rain, or snow.

ObstacLles:

The obstaclot in this area whilich facetand invader from t-he east

are sufficient to d-iscouragre all but the boldAest commaz nders. Chi'-ef

of those obstacles are the SA,v OUTTit, LESSE and IVEUSE Rivers and

their- tributary stems articularly the A.,ISNE River., a tributary

of theOU -. 1Al of the-se stream-s f or centuries havre wounid their

wmay through the terrain, ctitting deeoper and deeper into the landscape

Today the-ir narrow valleys rise steeply from~ the streami. bdd, in many

p lace s f ormning mialles of bluffs and, clif fs traversable to vehicles

Viherever4encouterev, t ho freuent woods andsmall forests again4
arc abar t vehculartraffc, Athova tankandtruck-can eget
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9ate the small roais, trails. and' f'rebrpaks, the wooded areas are,

suitable only for infantry action..

From an Qverall considerationl. the whole of the Nbrthern ARIL

BElIES Sector i_ o a gigantic tetrain obstacle. intcrpe'd bbtee Ger-

mayand France.

dosoealne nt and . Cover:

The wiooded areas of the regi-on, particularly in the eastern -half,

of the .one, offer ample poncealne-int and," cover to mailitary, units.

The terrain, be cousec ofP its rolling or rugged construction, offers

local defilade.

A.venues of Approacoh:

From the east- into the area under cons ideIratIon there are onl11y

thiree avenues of a-pproach suitable1" from awmilitary standpoint. Two

of thesq a;,re secondC-ary highways f romr ST. VITI which lies to the east

of the- area and does not, &nter -into thils study. The northerrnost

of these roads follows a relatively open vaIley in the village of

VIELSALM.. T1he southern route fromi ST. VIlE,afecrsigaon

r siderable expanse of open terrain southwest' of that village, enters

thoaarea under study through a smiall, wind ing, wooded. valley -leadin

to DJOUIGINY. At VT2LSALN. and D3OVIGNY, these routbq reach the SALM

iivor as definite obstacle. From~ these villages, they f ollow the

river between its steep banks, andl run south and north respsctiv-ely
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reaching CR 576853, 'offers a.variety of smaller roads through wooded

terrain toward' thlle OURTII2 valley via. eith--er SALIIREE to LROCI2E, 'or

LNtGZTDKLto HOTTON.r This latter choice offers the disadvansr

tage of a ntecessary crossing~f of the tributary AIS1NE River.

In hesouhesten ornr f he area, two roads lead to the

key ceorinuity of NHOUFFALIZE; one of -the se, fCr om I3OVIGIfiY through CRE-w

RAINT the other, and. tacticaly most im~portanit, a major highway groin

BALST OGNE in t he south. The only a ce.p t a1e route frorm HOIILIZE is

the main highway north to M&NaIWC, which intersects the horthern reuteE

at CII 576853.

For m-qJ.ilitary purposqs, there are two imajor routes leadi.,ngr west

fProm~ the OURTIJE Rivr.r T he nort'hern route, from HOTTON crosses a reso

lativrely bare ridge -into LAYRGBE, a hub of highways and ~by far the

moist imaportant comnun:icat ions icenter. in the area. A southern, intro

secondary route, lo:1ads .iagonlly northwe cst from IAROCI2 ,across the

IMajor ridgpetine of the locality and into 1APLCI'2.

Of military importatc-e is a manjor highway that enters the areat

from BAliSTOGINE- at a. point southeast of RCE ItV too, leads to

FromL~RLZ, he etwok o rods to 'the west becomes more po

fuse, and the terrain becomes m-ore rolling and less spotted wiith wood*

land. Thus, an invader, after reaching LAZRGIE, encounters less dif-
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U .Tactical1 Effect, of the.ALrea

For denturios the AEiDENFiMS region 6f 3elgium and Luxemburg ha-s

stood as a natural Ibarrijer betwe chn'Qerimany and France. The c ompara-

itiely feow acceptable roads anid the numerous stretces ffoet n

wood land,, "restrict movemtent f ron, east to. we st through the earea. The

dee-p-banked streau-,s and rivers flow1ing 'Laterally across 'the area,''pro" 7

vide a defqnder natural de lay ing or de fe n sive positions, and, since

s t rua m crossings are few, present a def inite obstacle to an i nva de0r.

During the period of the great ARDEMItES battle of 19-644-45 Iwea-

thei conditions of fog., rain, sleet, snow and ice, when superimnposod

upon the existing difficulties of terrain-, added nmuch to the, confu si1on

and hardship' of tactical oeorations in the area. p

All1 in all,- the Northern ARDWThS.Secter, would be selected as

Sbbttlogro'Und by only the -most foolish or the m.ost brilliant of,

cormmaniders.

NOTES FOR APFND-ITTX I V

41tMp, Belgium, I 1 100,060
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