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PREFACE

iﬁnthe study'gf fécts surrounding “the emplo&ment'of two of the
United States Armored Divisions which fought in the’ ARDEY“ES Campalgn,
two 01rcumstances stand out clearly. These are the severity of wea-
ther conditions and the intensity ofvcoﬁfusion which,existéd through=
out the pampaign; |

The confusion Wwhich existed stemmed from the complete surprise
of the German attacke It grew with the advance of the enemy forces
and with the panic that this advance inifially instilled in our own
troopss- It shook the self-confldence of commanders and even aftef
front lines were stabilized and the offensive resumed made thelr acte-
ions cautiouss

 The "worst winter in years" placed é tremendous- hardship on men

gnd machiﬁes and took heavy toll in cmsuélties,--The weeather: itselfl
required a fight for survival on the part of cach éoldier, The grim
aspect of this fight for survival nust be considered.in evaluéting
the leadership required to move theséitroops against the enemyQ

Full credit is due to each unit that participated in this bitter

campalgn and, the pages that follow, though dealing entircly with ar=<

morod divisions, are not intended to slight in any way the part played»

by the many other divisions and separate unitse -
This étudy deals with the activities of two armored divisionse
Becouse cf this scope, it is impractical to relate the important and

often heroic actions of many individuale and small units. Rather,

.
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these chapters must deal with units of battalion and 1a£g¢r sizee
There exists ﬁo‘miniﬁiéation of the efforts of individuals aﬁd small
unit adtivitieé, for these indeed were the basis of the grief ninute
of hisﬁori to be discussede I

The entire'committee‘takes this opportunity to express its deep

appfeciétion to Mrs. Harold Se Walker, Jre Much valuable assistance

was given, by Mrs. Walker, in the pre?aration of the sketches which

accompany this reporte.
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CHAP'I‘E}R T’
Pl RODUOTION |

Early. in the month of December 1944 two of the greatest armles
the world has ever seen were fac;qg each~other in northern Europe.

Qﬁe ariny, the German,-w&s tired,. beaten‘backl' but as yet undefeated.
The other, the Amerlcan First Army, had engoyed great success on the
oonthent end was somewhat everconfldent. The result of tels situate
ion was the greatest single battle fought by American troops in World ]
&br II the Ardennes Campalgn.‘ During this battle three German Armies,
two of which were Panzer, penetrated the sector of the Flrst U S Army
in the reglon of Luxembourg and Belglum, and only aftor over & month of
the bitterest flghtlng were thrown back to & line approX1mat1ng that
from which they had started.

Ve _ .

A total of 56 divisions, 29 United States and 27 German, pertici-
pated in this battle. Amoné'these 29 Americen divisions were 10 Arme-
ored divnslons as well as numerous scparate tank bamtallons. As @
mute testimony of the savage flghtlng, 85, OOO cmsualtles were suffered

on cach side before the battle ended,.

This study deals with four ma jor features of armored division om

4

‘ployment during the Ardennes Cempeign., These featutres arey first,

piecemeal versus coordinated employmentiof the armored divisiony second
deficiencies of organii&tion and equipmentyg third,_the effect of the
type of mission assigned by higher headquarters on the employment of
the armored division;fend fourth, operations during an urusually ob=

scure combat sltuation. .

0f the 29 U S divxelons engagad in this action, only two will be
covered in detail in this study. These are the 2nd and Srd Armored
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. Divisions. The tactical employment of these units will be develop~

ed to pertray fhe’use.of armor on the @ifision_level during opefae,*
tions under extremely obscure circumsigﬁces, over the difficult, rug
ged terrain of the northern Ardénnesﬁéector, and in se%ere.winter |
weather. |

The German Ardemnes offensive began early on the morning of 16

December 1944, sélitting the American linc on a 50 mile fronte This
. . : 5 ,

gap in the line was finally closed one month later on 16 January,
1945, at the little Bolgian town of HOUFFALIZE, During this period -

the action of.the 2nd and &rd Armored Divisions took plabe in three |

phasess The first phase was the action of the 3rd Armored Division -

dufing 18431 December 19443 tho seccond was the employment of the énd
Armorod Division dﬁring 21-31 December 1944, and %he third phemse was
the metion of‘l-ls January 1945 in which both divisions, under the
US VII Corps, attéckﬁd abreast to make a juncture wjth troops of the
U'S Third Army advancing from the southe

The extreme winter weather was supsrimposed up;n the entire zect:
ion with inar;asing severity as the battle progressed. These winter
conditidns se¢ioﬁsly affected the efforts of both Allied and German
forces = sometjmeé favorably and sometimes adversely. To the indive-
jdual soldier, however, the weather(alﬁayslwms a miserable handicap
that gradually saéped his endurance and efficiency.

A better unqerstandihg of the e&ents that took place in the Are
dermes on the northern flank of the German Counteroffensive may bé
gained from & knowledge 6£ how the Ardennes sector was related to th

overall situation along the front of western Europece

On 15 December 1944 the Allied forces were disposed generally

. north and south along the western border of Germany. These troops
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pad landed in Normandy, France the previous Jure, had driven eastward

to the Germanibofder by early September; had stopped until mid-Noveme

'ber for @ bu11d~up of supplies, and had then attacked into Germany - -~

with +the mission of reachlng the RhIN“ River along the entlre fronte
General Dw1ght D, Elsenhower's forces mot heavy re31stance made slow
progress, and were 3ust l&unchlng a renewed drive when the German Ar~
denneS'counte;attack begane At this time the Allled forces were dis-f
posed in three army groups, the 21st Army Group Qn the north, the
12th Arry Group in the center, .and the 6th Army Group on the southernf
flank of the lines ' v .

In the center of thls effort as the interior army of General

- Omar Bradley's 12th Army Groupb the First U S Army was disposed gen-

erally along the Seigfried Lino' (see Figo 1)o “Atythe moment, tho ma=
Jor strength of the army wes heavily engaged to the north in the HURT:
GEN Forest in an attempt to scize the vital ROER Rlver danse Such w&%
the character of the terrain and opposition that these troops wer cmé
centrated on & cowparatlvely narrow frons in the sector of the U S Vv
Corps then ohacged w1th the 1mmed1at@ micsicn of securing the dans.}

South of V Corps, and occupylng over half of the 125-mile. First

Army front, wwos the VIII Corps, commanded by Major General Troy H.

Mddleton, This Corps, disposed thinly along an'BO-milerfront that

wound through the (orested hills of Be*glum and Luxembdurg, enjoyed
ompmratlve 1nact1v1ty. As a result, thls portlon of the front was

used as an arex for restlﬂg battle-meary divisions, and for indoctrin.

ating unsemsoned units to foxhole life in front of the Seigfried Line

v

It was inﬁo this broad sector, lightly held by three infantry

v

divisions, that the three German Armies launched their winter offen=

¢

aive;befqre daylight on 16 December 1944, This German effort, which
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fortanately for the Allied Oause was never to accompllsh its capablli-‘

tles had been concelved many months earlier by Adolph Hitlers Dur~
ing July and August 1944, while bedrldden with injuries recelved in

an attempted assa331nat10n, he plqnned a counterbIOW‘at the Allled

forces threatening Germany. Thas was to be his means of keeping the

- support of the German people and of regalnlng the inltlatlve lost tO'

the Allies by their successful landings in Normandy.

The plan, erroneously referred to as the “Rundstedt Offcns1ve“2

and refined by the German high command, was ¢

1

To consist of an ermored dash through the difficult

. country of the Ardennes with the object of \capturing

_ the bridges on the MEUSE River between NAMUR and LIEGE,
Once this spurt of over 50 miles had been completed, and
bridgeheads on the west bank of the MEUSE secured, the
panzer divisions would continue their adwvance in a north=
westerly direction and sci2e the cities of BRUSSELS ."and
ANTWERP, By this bold maneuver it was hoped to deprive
the Allies of‘their chicf supply base at ANTWERP, and at
the same time, trap the entire British and Canadlan forces
of Field Inrshal Lpntgomerg's 21st Army Group, then line
ing the banks of the MEUSE '

General Field-mbrshal.Gerd von Rundstedt, Cormander ‘in Chief,
Gerran Forces in the West, thought so little of the plan's chance of
success.that he refused to participates. Thus Field Marshal Whlter
Model actually iﬁplemented tﬂe plan, and under his‘command three Ger=
man armies trained @nd:assembled‘for the attack% The effeetiveness
of deel's divisions varied greatly due Yo the personnels Some units
were composed of ﬁighly~trained officer and enlisted e&dres of fanate
ical young SS troopers. Others contained converted navy and ai: force
persbnnel,”and some were mace up of boys and old ﬁen brought into ser-
vice by the "final™ draft of the dregs.of Germen manpowere Divieions
werevreorganized or reconstituted at about 85% of war tables of organ.

ization, and equipment was issued on a similar basis, actual vehicle

strength being approximately 60% of wartime authorization,
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strength being approx1mateBy 60% | of wartime authorizatione

With rigid secrecy, supplles were assembled under the code name
"atch on the Rhine", designed in the event of informatlon leaks to
mislewd the Allies as to German intentions, making it appear that
these resources wore being marshalled for = def?nsivé effort. So suex
‘cessful was this pl n that not only wore Alllcd intelllgence officers
deluded, but an ﬁnlnxtlated Gerran logistical commander stored the L'ﬂ
larger portion of German gaséline reserves east of tﬁe RHINE Rivers
As a\latef résult, thése reser%es never reached the attaking troops,
who were then forced to plan on capturing American supply. dumps to |
keep their motorized clements noviﬁg. |

| These three German armies were assembled west of the RHINE in the

us v ana VIII Corps sectorse At 0530 én 16 Deéember 1944, 17 divise
ions of fﬁe 27 that were to see-dctiqn in this baﬁtle crossed the linc
of departuree They included appfoximately 180,000 men and 400 tankse.
The magnitudé of the Hhhour'fofce is important because of its tremen~
dou; contribution to the overwhelming obscurity of the action during
the ﬁext ten days. The se preparations had been kept secret so well
that the 1n1t1a1.rep orts of the attack were con51dered in US . nilw
itary channels, as a rather small—scale German effort. Bad we ather -
Aprevented aerlal reconnaissance, which should hawe located German col-
umns and 1ndlcated the size of the attacke It was not until the
fourth day of the attack (19 December) that General Eisenhower reai—
izod the full seriousness of the situations )

The Theater Comm&ndér,hnd no troops in theater reserve,.therew
fort units had to be shifted'f;dm other areas of the fromt to engage
this German threat. ﬁhé Znd and 3rd Armored Divisioné were thus move

ed to the Ardennes area where they help@d form the northerrn line ale

5
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long the penotratlon. Here they helped brlng the German effort to a
’
stop, and moved into a coordinated offensive to close the gap of the

eneny penet;ation;

‘This 's‘tudy,, in the next threc chapters, takes up in detail the
part whiéh the 2nd and - 3rd Aiﬁored Divisions.played in closigg the
e » |

The 3rd Arworod Division was the first of these units to go into
actione Thus, it will be treated firste It will be shown that this
division was-committed.in a piccemeal fashion under extremely obscure

~ circumstances, #nd that a lack of organia’%nfantry, now co}rected,
in the T/0 & E of the U S Armored Division, was @ definite handicap,
particularly in the rugged ter;ain of the Ardenncs,

The action of the 2nd Armored Division in December 1944 will bo
stuéied nexte Emphasis will bo placed upon the obscure situﬁtion,
poor weather, and again, & lack of organic infantry to work with éhe‘.

tank wnitse
| Finally, the action of the énd and 3rd Armored Divisions in & co~

ordinated attack will be studicde This study will emphasize the em~

ployment of armored divisions in a tactical situation which was more

-
.

suited to infantry, the extremely severe weather, stubborn enemy res=
istance, and the accomplishnent of its mission by.armor, under per=-
‘haps the most adverse conditions that armor could faces

. . NOTZS FOR CHAPTER I
’ 1 v L4 : ’ .
~ Robert E, Merrian, Dark Decembor, (Chicago:  Ziff-Davis, 1947)
‘€hip, 1, "An Idea is Born', Pe Te ' ‘
2

[ ’ ‘

Milton Schulman, Defeat in the West, (New York-‘ E. Ps Dutton
and. Co, 1948), Chope XXVI, T oTTensive 1n the Ardennes", pe 228,
’ 3

Ibide, pe 2244



' Statement of Prisoner-of Wat Gene de Kzve Westphal, Chief of
Staff to Commander in Chief, West, von Rundstedt, (Salvaged Third-
Army Fikos) R o
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" CHAPTER II
PIECEMEAL EMPLOYMENT OF THE THIRD ARMORED DIVISIQN
‘ﬂ6~31 December 1944

At the time that the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes be- -

gan on 16 December 1944 the 2rd Armored D1v131on was in.an assembly

area in the v1c1n1ty of STOLBERG, Germany. While acting as Teserve

" days before.

4

for VII Corps the d1v1sion was underg01ng a period of malntenance andf

rest after partlcipating in the battles wh;ch had ended only a few

-

~

The 3rd Armored Division ﬁas éommanded by Major Generel"Nburice
E. Roses . CCA Qas led by Brigadier‘General Doyle 0. Hickey, CCB by
Bgigadier-Genefal Iruman E. ﬁoudinot, and CCR by Colonel Robert Le
Howzee . B

. - ! 1
- @n 14 December 1944 the division was placed on a four.hour alert;

»There were .strong rumors that enemy paratroopers were being'dropped :

o N

near the division areae As a result of these rumors the security meas

-

sures in force around the assemble area were gremﬁly strengthened, buf‘

no other actlon took place untll 18 December 1944, when the division ;
began to roll out of its assembly areq, to take part in the greatesh
battle of World War II on the Western Front. |

. To follow the 3rd Armored Division during the early days of the

German offensive it‘will be necessary to trace three separate,and'dis-;

tinct actions, as the division was widely scattered in its employment.
Wo.shall follow these three separate actions to the time that'they "

converged into a unified division -action, and then follow the division

e b n e et




4 ﬁpoh arrival near SPA CCB was'transferred to control of XVIII Corps

through to the close of the first ﬁhﬁse of the Ardennes counteroffen= :

sive in the last days of December. -

o

The first unit to 1eave the dav1smon assembly'area was CGA Whlch

was attached to v Corps on 18 December and ordered to EUPEN, Belglum,

where it wns employed 1n anti-alrborne operatlons untll 21 December

when it revorted to .the control ef the 3rd Armored D1V1s1on. |
| - The day after CCA departed from the v1c1n1ty of STOLBERG CCB

was'attached to.V Corps and orabred to the vieinity of SPA, Belgium.

~

and attached to the 30th Infantry Divisione The command was employ-

* od in the LA GLEIZE-STAVELOT area until 25 December when it reverted

to control of the 3rd Armored Division,
With the departure of both of the magor f1ght1ng unlts of the
division thv remainder of the d1v1510n was attached to XVIII Corps on

19 December,and on the night of 19-20 Decembér it moved to HOITQN, A d

.Beigium. Upon arrival the division,was'ordered to attack southeast

from 'HOTTEN to secure the'MANHAY-HOUFEﬁLIZE road. This attack was

mode by the 83rd Armored Roconnalssance Battullon reinforcede

On 21 December the division, still minus CCA and CCB, wees attach-
ed to VII, Corps, and on 24 December the Commandlng General, VIL Corps,
ordered the ‘division to establish a defense’ line from GRANDIMENIL to
MELROUX, and to tie in with the 7th Armored Divxsxon on the left and
with the 84th Infantry Division on the right.

As the ﬁetion progressed and the situation became clearor the

division gradually regained control of its organic units and received

10
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strong attachmentse . CCA came back under control of the division,on 2@

December, and CCB on 25 Dec@hbex.ﬁ ALlso about 25 December the small

1

but heroic task forces of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion

wero withdrawn.through the division lines sfter stubbornly resisting

repeated attacks from a greatly superior enemy"forceoi
In the closing days of Deceﬁber, 1944, the rd Armored Division o
succoeded in stabilizing & line which ran generally from ﬁOTTEN to
GRAK KENIL; Belgium, and just south of the road ﬁhich‘conneots the two
‘towns. At this time the division was reinforeced by the attachment of .
the 289th Regimental Combat Team, the 290th Regimental Combat Team,

the 2nd Battalion, 112th Infantry Regiment, and the 509th and 517th
2 : '

RBarachute Infaptry Battalionse Tying in with the 7th Armored Division

\

in the east and the 84th Infantry Division on the west, this line en-

~abled the Allied forces to prepare and launch the attack of 3 January’

1945, which resulted in reduction of the German salient.
. We shall now take up a detailed account of the employment of CCA,
followed in turn by CCB, and concluding with the division less CCA

and CCBe

Combat Comménd A

o

As noted previously, CCK was the first element of the 3rd Armorcc
Division to move from’the division assembly arca for participation in

the Ardénnes counteroffensives On 18 December, the command, composed

of: .

Hq Det, CCA _
32nd Armored Regiment (less lst Bn)
L, R comer ]

AR
o te e




- ~ 3rd Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment
. 67th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
' Co A; 23rd armored Engineer Battalion
Co A 45th Armored Medical Battmlion B
- Det, Co A, Muintenance Battalion. . , ) .
15t Plat, Co &, 738th Tank Bn (SP) ME

wes attached to V Corps and ordered to the vzclnlty of EUPEN Belgiune
Cloaring the d1v1s10n assenbly area by 1200 on the IBth the comnand
grrived in the zone of V Corps and relieved the 18th Infantry of the
lst Infantry,Divi§1on at EUFEN on 19 Decemberf |
While in this vieinity the infantry ofAthe command was employed
in mopping up German paratroopers in the woods south of the towne Are
'mored elements of the command established road blocks on the main ’
‘ronds Teading to the,town and were to be cmployed ms = mobile reserve:
by V Corps in event of ;n?my attackse However, the expected enémy
attacks failed to develop, and, on 21 Decenmber, the command was re-;
lieved from attachment to V Corps'énd reverted to control of the 3rd
. - Armored Divisions - |
| ~CCA departed ffom EUPEN on 21 December and clcesd into an assens
bly area near WERBOMONT, Belgium, on 22 Decembere
Immediately upon arrival at WERBOMONT the command was split into'
two task forceses |
Tmsk Force Doan, Colonel Leander L. Doan.édmmanding, consisting
ofs
32nd Armored Regiment (less 1st and 3rd an)
3rd Battdalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment (less Co I)
1st Plat; Co L, 23rd Armored Engineer Bn
1st Plat, Ren éo, 32nd Armored Regiment
67th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

was ordered to move to the main highway junction seven kilometers

12




north of MiRCHE in order to cut the MARCHE-BASTOGNE road at that -

4 L : .
point. (See Fig, 2) Arriving in the vicinity of HARGIMONT at’ 1615

on 22 Deﬁembgr,.Task'Force Doan established the road blocks and tied
“in their defense with elemenfséof the 84th Infantry Division, which .
was operating in the arese béfing the night of 22-23 December and on -
23 December Colonel ﬁoan's road blocks received heavy pressure from
! enemy'grmor and infantry, but hold faste On 24 Decerber Task Force
Doon was attached to the -84th Infantry Divisions

Meanwhile, the other task force of CCA, Task Force Richardson,
Licutanant Colonel Vhlter B. Richardson commanding, was placed under
aivision-controi and ordered to go to the aid of‘elemenfs of the 106th

Infantry Division defending a read block at erossroads 576853, which
5
is about 2%*miles southenst of ODEIGNE.  (See Fig. 2)e
Task Force Richardson conposed of:

3rd Battalion, SanAurnored Regiment
Co I, 36th4Aruorcd Infuntry Regiment

moved . on 23 December toward the crosqroads.» '
The defense of crossroads 576853 was very 1nporuant

boemuse it gave the division time to organize its

positions Without the action at the crossroads. the

division most likely would have been overrun

The crossrcads was under attack,and Richardson's force, under

cormand of Mrjor Olin Fo Brewster, had to fight in order to reach ite
' Upon reaching the crossroads M jor Brewster returned’ to the Task Force
Cormand Post to brlng up reinforcementsy While he was gone the road

block was ovverrun by the enerye Major Browster returncd with an add=

itional platoon of tanks and a platoon of infantry and managed to set
\ ' .

)




up another go;d bloék'farther to éhe north in the vieinity of”BELLE
HAIE, Fbwever on 24 December this block wms also overrun by a nume.
erlcally superior eneny, who was advan01ng on MANHAY (See Fig,. 2). -
Lts Cola Richardson and his headquarters w1thdrew to GRANDMENIL, and

B jor Brewster was ordered to w1thdraw his force by'wny of PﬂL&MPRE.
Proceedlng north Brewster. ran 1nto strong enemy fire which was conlng
from LUIELERM and was forced to halt, Hopelessly cut off from i"“-zi
friendly lines Hh;or Brewster ordered the destruction of the fow re= )
‘maining vehicles, and with the'remnants of the Task Force Withdrew
on'foot cross countyy. On 25 Deccmber this force passed through the
lines of the 3rd Battalion, 289th RCT, Just west of GRANDMENILZ ‘(See.
Fige 2)e 4

Koeping in mind thc fact that Task Force Richardson was operatlng

under division control the loss of Taslk Force Doan to tge 84th Ine~
fantry Division on 24 Decenber stripped CCA of all its combat. units
with the oxcoptien of a small reconuaissance outflt. On 24 Dé;enbef |
the headquartur; of CCA ﬂOVbd to HEYD, Belgium, whore it took over
the defensive sector from.AHDNIHES TO M\NHAY, The 3rd Armored Dive
isgonbwns at.-this time atteméting.to stabilize the lines in that ar=

oas The prineipal unit coming under control of CCA.was the 289th

N\

~ Regimental Combat Team, which held a line running juét south of the

EREZEE-MANHAY roade Its 3rd Battalion was blocking to the north and

oast, as the epomy at this time held the town of GRANDMENILe
(n 25 Decamber the 289th RCT attempted to advance to the_linq

ANONINES~AISNE=-RAU SOUS L'EAU~LE CHAT-GRANDMENIL, but the 3rd Battalw
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ioh was unable to seize GRANDMENIL, which was stroneg held by the en=

emye The other-tw o battalions of the regiment endeavored to cover

the entire line, but in doing'sq left a gap of about one thousand'

yards in the line just south of the town of SADZOm (See Flg. 2)e .
attached
Task Force lMe George from CCB Wa;/%o cecA and on 26 December drove en-

eny tank and infantry'forces fron GRANDIENIL, securing the crossroadsf
in the center of the towns, The task force also established contact.

: T 9 o ‘ -
with CCB of the 7th Armored Divisions Up to this time several ate

fenpts to close the gap in the lines of the 289th RCT had been un~

successfuly On the night of Z7 December elements. of the 12th SS Pan-

zer Division and other troops infiltrated'through the gap and 1aunch—-

ed a determined attack on SADZOTe Th1s enewy attack was counters.’

\ 10

attacked by the 509th Parachute Bmtt«llon ‘now attached to CCAe _ .

The counterattack was successful, and the paratroopers continued their

attack southeast through the forests to La FOSSE (See Fige 2)s Vhile

" the paratrooners were driving to the soufheast the 1st Battalion,

112th Infantry ‘Regiment, now also att@ched to CCA, moved forward and
11 '

_closed the pap in the line, With these operatlons the last thrusts

of the enemy into the lines of the 3rd Armored Division was ropelled,
Official control of the sector passed to the 75t£ Infantry Division
at 1600 on 28 December, and elements of the 3rd Armored D1v151on left
the area on 29 December for a short period of rest and reorganlzatlono
In evaluating the employment'df CCA we'see considerable pieco=~
meal use of its forcess In the 1n1t1a1 action at EUPEN the tank and -

infantry units were separatcds Upon return to control of the lelslon

KT VTR
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the command Wa‘Sr.sp‘iit into two forces, Task Foroe Doan passing to con=

trol of the 84th.Infantry Division, and Task Force Richardson to dir=

cct division controle . GCA ‘then took control of & deferisive. s'ector
held by infantry troops, finélly succeeding in stablllzmg the hnes. ‘

Now let us consn.der CCB's mctions durlng the same perlod.m '

Combat Comm-ind B

’ »

on 19 Décemnber, tho day follow:.ng theé depar’cure of. CC.A for EUPEN

v

CCB, under the coz*mand of Brlvadler General Tru"lan Es Boudlnot Waaﬁs

b

attached to V Corps ard ordered to SFA o.na 1A REID Belgiume The
cormand moved in two columns ’ Task Force Loxelady, Lieutenant Colonel
William B, Lovela.dy commanding, consisting of': |

2nd 3Bn, 33rd Armored Regiment

Co B, 36’ch Armored Indantry Regiment

Plat Ren Co, 33rd Armored Regiment ‘
Plo.t Co B, 23rd Arnored Eng:.neer Battalion .

went %o SPA while Task Force MeGeorge, l&hgor Kenneth Te McGeorg;e co'n-

mandi 1ng y withs -

Co I, 33rd Armored Regiment

Co F, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment'

Plat, Co D, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment
2- Plats of Kssgult Guns

- Mortar Plat, 36th Arnored Infa.ntry Regiment .
2 Plats of nght Tagﬂ-.s '

Englneer Squad !

12 ) . ’

went to LA.'REID Belgiume Upon arrival in their new areas, the units

of COB were attached to XVIII Corps. On 20 December the command was
attached to the 30th Inf‘antry D1v1s:.on and conm.tted to action in the
1A GLEIZE-STAVELOT sector (See Fige 3).. The corrmand wa.s orderod to

attack from their p rese*ﬁ; positions toward the L'AMBLEVE River with

-
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the m:.ss:.on of blockmg and ehmnat:.ng an_enermy force which was head=
ed for SPA from the dlreetlon of STAVDLOT. This eneny force was =3

combat team of the lst ss Panzer D:nns:.on I S8 Emmer Corps, led by

Lieutenant Colonel Joachim Peiper, per‘pe!crator of’_the infamous "Mal-

¢

" medy Massacre"

_ Task Force Lovelady was ordered to move socuth from PONT DU LOR-
RAIN, establish a road block on the LA GLEIZE-STAVELOT highwny oast

of Li GLEIZE, and then drive to  the east to assist the 30th Infantry

' Diirision, which was fighting in the #icinit'y of STAVELOT. Task Force

lcGeorge was ordered to orgﬁniz.e into ’tw:q forces for the\ execution

of its missione Genera.l B oud:. 10t persomlly gave the attack order

'to la jor McGeorge , who connanded ane column- and to Captain John We

: 13
Jordan, who comnded the second column. Caxpte Jordan was to advanco -

’

to the south, seize STOUMONT, turn east-,and seize 1A GLEIZE in con-

————— .
Junc'blon Wlth I jor McGeOrge 's COLunir, ~Wrsrerr

south toward I.A GLEIZE on an axis parallel to and east of Jorden's
rou'he._

Tmsk Force Lovelady moved from its area near SFA and'pfoqeeded
on its mission, The road b'lock-.east of LA GIEIZE was éstablished‘, as

ordered,,laifter' o sha.-rp fighte The column contin#ed to the south,
minus the personnel necessaxy to man the road b'lock,; and in the vicine
ity of TROUS PONT egain struck enemy resistance, consisting of tank- ;
infantry teams. Degpite this fesiétar}ce another road block was set

up and Loveladyfcontinued‘ to mo;ve, to the souths A third road block

was established just north of GRAND C00, and Lovelady turned to the

18
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east.on the road to STAVELOT« -The road blocks that he had left behind

: him in order to p‘otect hlS rear and keep the-road open had employed

z1l of the infantry of his command w1th the exception- of an attached
RN VO . )
company frqm the 120th Infantry Reglmont. .

Moving to the east, Lovelady readhed PARFONDRY but was unable to

‘advance farther, On 22 Decerber he held his pOSition, but enemy fore.

gos which had by-paésod hin cut hin off from his road blocks, overran.

his aid station, and capturcd several vehicles, - The enemy forces
whlch‘acconpllshed this were drecssed 1n.Aﬂer1can uniforms and used
American vehi‘cles:.5 | ‘

Thistturn af events forced the teek force to turn éway-from>fﬁﬁ*'
FONDRY and ﬂove to the wost to the &1d of the roud blocks. On 23

December Iove]ady succeeded 1n.reqoh1ng_GR‘HD COO and went into pos-ﬂ

-1t10n to attack south where his road block under Mijor Stallings was

surrounded; The attack began, on 23 Decenber but progressed only to
PETIT GOO fhat day before being haltcd. However, during the night
Loirellad‘y feceived a company of ‘infantry from the 30th Infantry Dive: |

181on, and on 24 Deoember the Task Force reached the cut-off woad

blook and took. up a defensive position near PE“IT COO. At 2300 on the :

‘24th the Task Force was relieved by elements of the 30th Infantry

DlVlSlon.A The Task Force then moved to an assembly area near IES
FORGES o

Farther to the north Major McGeorge and Captain Jordan had suc=-

" ceeded in accomplishing their mission'after several small but very sem

- B e

-vere ongagementse. On 20 December Jordan. reached the ou*sklrts of

1




STOULONT bEEgEEE&EEBPRQQNEX;?eaVY antl-tank fire and halted for the
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nighte On the same day Nhgor MeGeorge had reached BOURGELONT, His
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~advance ‘had-been slow because of the very poor roads numerous detours

o e T g AV RTH SL "o

from the planned route of adv&nce and stobborn’enemy reSistance On

iy
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the next day Jordan 5 force was attached to the 119th Infantry Reg=
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1ment and attacked STOUMOVT‘ The little town was strong]y defended
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and the attack met w1th no success. During the night additional.
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artlllery was glven the Task Force and on 22 December Jordan's force
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entered STOUZ&&T¢ Iajor McGeorge wes at this time on the north edge

W E
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of IA GLEIZE but had been anable to penetrato the defenses of the

e

town.
P
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The next day, 24 December, Jordan advanced to the east and at-.
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tmcked LA GIEIZE in oonJunctlon with Lagor theorge's attack from the -
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northe ihe town wa.s HeaV11" Jefended by anto~tank guns, tanks &nd

'well hldden mine fnelds. The lack of infantry comblned w1th poor ter-

R T SV e R S S

.raln'whlch kept the tanks on the roads s a severe handlcap 1n‘thls
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attack, but on 24 December the two columns finally succeeded in occu=
SR, .
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Pying the towne nt 1530 they . were ordered to an &ssembly.area near
W" '

STINVAL. ‘Elements of the SOth Infantry D1v131on relieved the task
forces in L& GLEIZE. T _ N -
With this action the deepest westward penetration of the entire

6th Parger Army was stopped, and this major German force was put upon

the defensive.

CCB revertod to division control on 25 December. At 0930 that

’ 4

date the Commanding Genersl, 3rd Armored Division, ordered the command
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to sen& a force to the aid of CCi in the vieinity of GRANDMENIL, Task

Force kaeorge was. ordered on thls-m1531on and was attached to CCA.

In the n“rr°t1"€ c‘eahmr w1th CGu‘wc have already seen how th;s Task

Zard

Force seized GhANSLDNIL after attacklng with the Srd Bﬂttallon 28uth

RCT»

-
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.CCB, less Task Force MoGeorge, meved to the vicinity of HOTTEN.

. On 26 December the cormand took over a defensive sector from CCR.

. 7 . -
—- e

This sectcr ran from NY to MELROUX, where the defense was tied in with

TR e

the 8ith infantry Division. This sector was held by the 290th RCT.

27 December found the units of Task Force McGedrge in SOY, hoving been’

relieved in GRANDEENIL-by the 289th RCT. The rest of CCB was improve
ing the cefens1vp p031tlons helo by . the 290th RCT.

On 30 Decomber the comnadd was relieved from respun81b111ty f"r )
: the scctor and nmeved to assembly areas near MODAVE and prepared to
b ‘ : join the remainder of the division. |
. ' In surming up_the ;gtions of CCB during this period it is ap-

- parent that it contributed greatly to stopping the German drive in the

T4 GLEIZEféTAVELOT areas It furnished the 30th Infantry Division with

much-needed grmored support and provided the armocred punch which took

7 GLhIZn. and STOUHONT. Iater, Task Force McGeorge seized GRANDAENIL

 while attached to CCA, after'50veral‘infantr§*atta;ks to tako the fown_
hAd failed, It is hoped that the inclusion of organic tanks in the
Iﬁfaﬁtfy Diviéion will provide the Infantry with needed armored sup-
port so that 1t will not in the future be necessary to employ Arnored
D1v1aions in plecemeal fashion in order to provide tank b&ttallons.

Having secen the separate employment of CGA.amd CCB, let us ag&in'
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retrace this same period of time and considér the employmen£ of the

remainder of the divisions

The Third Armored Division (less CCA and CCB)

On 18 Decembef XVIII Cofps was given a sector of the American.

Ardemnes front. One of the divisions assigned to this cofps was the

' 3rd Armored Division, then in an assembly area in the vicinity of

-

STOLBERG, Germany. As we have seen,.the*diviéibh was sent into ac=

‘tion guickly after the German offensive became obvious, but was com=

mitted in a piecemeal fashion by losing its two combat commands,
which:were:Sent on widely separated missions under two different
After hav1ng been m551gned to XVLII Corps, the d1v451on was or=
dered to HOTTEV Bclglum where it was to be prepared to attack ai=
18
ther east, southeast, or souths, This directive in itself tells much

of the uncertainty and confusionvthat we. s rampant at the timce

The division, minus CCA and CCB, closed into an assembly area

in the vieinity of HOTTEN on the night of 19-20 December, and immodi-

wtely received an attack orders

The mission received by General Rose from the
CG, 1st Army and the CG XVIII Corps. was, "Po.in=~-
1tlate ‘4ntensive recommaissance in the HOTTEN-
GRANDMENIL @ector, to locate the enemy, and to se=
‘curé a line rumning east from LA ROCHE to CR 576
853., and to tie in with the 82nd Airborne Division
on the left and the 84th Infantry Division on the
rlght © 17 _ ‘

It is obv1ous that this mission was an impossible one in view

of the eﬁemy gstrength and the‘lacﬁ of strength of the division at

23
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that time. However, on 20 De’cember' no one knew anything of the en= .
emy situation, nor did he know much about 'che Allied situétion. As

General Rose stated later in'an 1nterview informa’clon of the enemy,
18

was practlcally non-ex:Lstent.

The operatlon was a bluff because on occasions. the
eneny had enough stréngth to overrun the divisiohs ..
During tho ten days— of-the first phase of the Ardennes
thé: division suceeeded in its mission Rsc&’use it at-
tacked instead of passively defending.

On 20 December at sbout- 2200, under irmidiate command‘ of the

’ 2

" Commanding Officer, 83rd Armored Reconnspissance Battalion, Lieuten-

ant Colonel H-entice E. Yeomhs, and under general control of the
Corrmandlng Offlcer CCR, three task forées rode south across ‘the
'HOTTEN-D;ANHAY road to carry out the mission of ‘the division (See Flg.

4)s These thre.e forces and"t,heir nmissions were:

Task Force Hogan (Lt Col Samuel Hogan)

Hg, 3rd Bn, 33rd Armored Regiment

Co A, 33rd Armored Regiment

Co A, 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
Plat, Co C, 83rd Armored Reconnaissance ‘Battalion
Btry, 54th Armored .Field Artillery Battalion

AL Sect, 486th AAA Bat’ca.hon

-

%o parallel the L'OURTHE River, pass through LA ROCHE, turn east and
cut the MANHAY-HOUFFALIZE road at DINEZ;

Ta::s'k Force Orr (It Tol William R, Orr)

Co B 83rd-Armored Roconnaissance Battalion
Plat Co C, 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
Lv{"é T&nks
Btry B, °54th Armored Field Artillery Battahon
' A.A Sec'b 486th AAA Battalion

P

to advance with its axis on the EREZEE-DOCHAMPS~SAMREE road , turn

- east and ocecupy the MANHAY-HOUFFALIZE road at erossroads 576853 ;




Task Force Kane (Lt _Col Matthew We Kane )

Hq, ‘1st Bu, 32nd Armored Regiment -

Co, M=t Tanks '

Co D, 83rd Armored Reconnalssance Battallon

Btry- A,’54th‘Armored Field Artillery Bgttalion

AL Sect, 486th AAL Battalion

Plat, Co C, 83rd Armored’ Reconnalssance Battallon

Sqnad Englneers :

%o advance on the highway from 1iORLONT throogh‘GRANDHENIL_to MANHAY,
thonce east to MALELPRE. \

As stated previously, the attack began at about 1200 on 20 Dec-
ember, In an 1nterv1ew later Lt Col Hogan stated that his attack
was delayed because he walted for -the tralﬁs to bring up gasollnoq ‘
When he finally started the sorely needed gas had not “rrlved and

} 20 :
his vehicular tanks were only helf full, It may be presumed that the
same situation.existed in the other Task Forcesz

On the first day of the operation Task Force’Hogan proceeded
south through BEFFE, LRCOURAY CIbLLE and LA ROCEE until it was hal-
tcd bJ strong enerny road block qouth of LA ROCHE, Pestrlcteo to tne
roads by the nature of the terrain, the force stopped for the nlght
'and set up its corwand post in If ROVﬂE.

Lbanwhlle to the northeast, Task Force Orr Moved first to ERE-

ZEE, where-the mnin body halted. A reconnaissance company and @ com=

pany-of tanks were sent south on the road to-ﬁOCHANES. This force

\

foond DOCHAMPS strongly defended by the enemy; so it by-passed the
town to the west and continued on toward SANEEE. Jhst south of DO~ é
CHAuES & superior enemy force wa.s encountered and the two companies
wore forced to wlthdraw. Unable to leave the road, under heavy flre.

the . tanks were abwndoned and the force retlred to AMDNIPES where 1t

-
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f met\the rest of Task Force Orr moving to the southe . The force halted

K a

for the night in ANDNINES, outpostlng the towns The 1st Battallon,

36th Armored Infantry Regiment, was d1spatohed from CCR to relnforce

T ————

Orr and.901ned him in AMONINES that evening
On the same day the column o the east Task Force Kane, succee=
~ded in reaching ‘MIEIERE‘Wlthout oncounterlng res1stance. Read .
blooks were set up on alI romds leading 1nto the town./.The oommand'
post was estebllshed in MANHAY. |
Thus, on the flrst day of the attack, one of the fofces had .
reached its obgectlve but the other two were: forced to halt shortly
after crossing the llne of ceparture.
On the second day of the operatlcn .21 December, (See Flo. 5)
Task Foroe Hogan,attempted to continue ;ts move to the sonth,,but it

v

was again stopped by‘enemy road blocks. Colonel Howze, CCR Commander,
2l
ordered the force to return to HOTToN at thls points The force moved

bzek to the north and at dusk reached BEFFE, where 1t came under heaﬂy

fire from the enemy, who had apparently passed Hogan to the east and -
wa.g moving northe. Hogan turned to the scuth agaln moved about two. ‘
miles, and halted for the nlgnt. |

- The center force, Orr's, novcd out of AMONINES in ancther offort
to seize DOCH&“ES and cont;nue to the south, The attack was: beaton
off by the strorgly entrenched enemy, and Orr withdrew into ALONINES
agalna- .

In the east, Task Force Kane pushed elements of his forco to

i ' crossroads 576853, then held by scattered elenents of the lOSth Infan-

27
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try Divisions 'Kane~thenureceived ordéés tb.méve to the woest.and ot

tack DOCHAMPS in ccnjunction with Orr. The force moved west through

FREYNEUX and LAMORIENIL and wis stopped by onemy fire about ome thous

sand yards to the east of DOCHALFS, where it halted for the nights
'By the night of 21 December it had become apparent that the bate=
, | 22 , o
4alion had met & strong enemy drive head-one

On 22 December all of the task forces received heavy tank-infanw=

try sttackse In the west) Task Force Hogan égyuresistancé.at BEFFE

~ and could not advance to the northe He turned south agdin'and proceeé'

ded to MIRCOURAY where he occupied the town and set up a ?erimetef {

defenses It was apparent that Hogan was surrounded and cut off from

his, own lines and his suppliese By this time Hogan's vehicles were

almost out of gasoline,

In.theAcenters‘Task Forece Orr &gain tried to move south'dgainst

DOCHAMPS, was beaten back again, and withdrew_intq AMONINES where a

Y

defense was established to meet the enemy, who was moving to the morth

~out of DOCHAMPS

In order -to man the defenses around AMONINES
adequately, Lt Col Orr had to use tankers of the
33rd Armored Regiment dismcunted as infantrye.
His road blocks were mamned by cooks and drivers
of the infantry ha 1f=tracks ¢

-

Tesk Force Kane was stopped to the e ast of DOCHAMPS, and repeat;»

ed attacks against the town failed, as the terrain strongly favored

- the defenderse Some seventy paratroopers, unit unknown, joined the

Task Force end tried two night attmcks against the town, but even

they were unable to advance over the rugged terrain against heavy en=

28







L T TR IR AT SRR ¢ T

ery Tiree | .
" Task Force Hogan continued to\defen& MARCOURAY on 23 December,}
Two attempté to su§p1y>him by air Were,éadé‘by C~47 aifcraft, but the

, l : . 24
drops failed, and the supplies fell into the hands of the enemys .

Task Force Orr_continued t6 defénd ANONIEES and remained in that}

Infantry Divisions .

ttown-untii.27ﬁD999ﬁb§§“Whén it was relieved by elsments of the 75th

~ Task Forcé K&né continﬁed to\press its attack on DOCHAN&é Euk wa;“
~ forced to fall b&gk fbwarﬂ FREYNEUX and<IAKmRMENIL; A road blocg dn f
’the hMﬁY'-HOUFFALIZE-.road just south of MANHAY which had been estab-
Iiéhed by Lt Col Kane was overrun =§ the enémy ﬁoved‘in toward'ﬂ&NHAY;
and: GRANDMI;JNILQ _ |

Continued aftempts to supply Hbgan b& air’failed again on 2% Docw'
ember. General Rose .sent a message to Lt Col Hbgaﬁ, stating that an=
other a%témpt to supply him by air would 5e made énvZS December and
that if it failed Hogén was to destrby his'vehiqles ahd withdraw on
.foot. It Coi Hogan radioed a'reéommendation fﬁat no further attempts:
be .made fo supply him, and that the force Withdraw§ ThiS’ﬁ%ﬁ approved
by General Rose%6

By 24 December Task Force Xane wms aléo in & precarious situation
Defenaing in FREYNEUS and iAMDRNENIL;»it was cut off from friendly
Iines ané‘all sﬁpplies, but in defending as it did, it prevented én-
em& reinforcements from moving to_the north (See Fige 6)e

Chfistmas Doy was spent by Task Forcé Hogan in preparing fprvits

4 witharawgl. Vehicles were disabled by removing vital parts, as burne
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ing them would have d:sclosed the 1ntent to the enemy. Also durlng

the day, & rcconnalssance was made of the proposed route of withdraw- ~l
él. At 1600 that day Lt Col Hogan and four hundrcd men noved out of -
LLRCOURAY and struck north through the woods. Although several tlmes
during the night the men came so close to the eneny that they could
hear commands\belng given to German artillery batteries, xj.o men were

lost,.'éxnd- the forece reached friendly lines early in the norning of \

26 Decembers o .

Task Force Kane also spent Chrlstmas Day in plannlng % w1thdrawa1

’Whlle flghtlng off several attacks at FREYNEUX and LAMOQMENIL. On 26

= ’ Deccmber at 1900 Kane and. his men moved out under cover of smoke and

;:
' .

fog. They passed through IA. FOSSE, SADZOT, and EREZEE, where they

were again within fr).enoly liness

Fronm the beglnnlng of this actlon around the HOTTEN=- .
‘ GRANDMENIL sector this. battalion was in constant con=
. - g tact with Hitler's best. ‘They fought well against great
. _ odds, and gave a good account of themselvese This
metion was probably the toughest aSS1§nment that men
- Co of thls battalion have been given yet

R NS S A e

Ygitler's best" have been identified as the 116th Panzer Divisior

and the 560’ch Volksgrenadier D1v131on.

Wmth the w:.thdrawal of Task Force Hogan and Task Force Kane on
26 December and thé rchcf‘ of Task Force Orr on 27 Decenmber, the oper—
ations of the 83rd A~rm,ored Recormalssance Ba,-’ctahon in this sector’ "

ended. During this period they had carried the brunt of the action

attacks on DOCHA “PS gnd “the defense of ANONINES by Orr ~and the occu=

. pation of I“I.EI\IPRE'. the defense of crossroads 57685&’ the attac]rs on

|
|
for the 3rd Armored Divisions The defense of‘ I'-GARCOURI‘Y by Hog;an the
3L







DOGHAIPS, and the defonse of FREYNEUX apd LAMORMENTL by Kane all ser= -

ved greatly:to slow and stop the German advance, and at the same time
gave the infantry units under CCA and TCB the vital time necessary

%o establish and strengthen the lines farther to the northe

-

Summary of A&%ion

This has béen the story of how dhe,American’Armored>Division.was
émployea in ‘the first phase of the Ardemnes counteroffensives Not
an ideal embloymsht, to be sure, but neither were the conditions un-.
der whzch 1t was employed. Today it is an accepted fact that all
‘ levels of command were taken by surprise on. 16 December , su!prlsed »
not only by the fac+ that the Germans were capable of making an-at-
tack, but also by the strength and fury with whlch it was undertaken,
With confusion rampant, lines of communlcatzon cut, and commanders
Afrequently cut off fram higher headqparters and certalnly from.any re
liable information, the employment of all units had to’be “based on
what little.WAS known of the situatione o

The.somewhat pieceméal employment 6f the 3rd Armored Division
was probabiy a direét result of the obsoure éituafion and resultant
Apahic. There could be:unlimited speculation as to the results which
might have been obtained had the divﬁsion been employed as d unit,
but that speculatlon does not £all within the scope of thls work.
The employmﬁnt of CCA at EUFEK apparently wae, not necﬂssary, Zs unite
other than armor wers aval}able for the mission. The employment of

CCB in the IA GLEIZE-STAVELOT sector did reinforce the 30th Infantry
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Division with much need?d;armor,‘énd suqéeeded in eliminating a grave
threat in that gectoro

While the mission given to the division at HOTTEN was certainly_:
beyond its capabllltles much was accomgiished. The.defense made by |
.the “task forces of the 83rd Armored Reconnalssance Battallon in the
HOTTEN~GRANDMENIL sector served to slow down the enemy, forced him toA
use ﬁis‘dwindling supplies in efforts to break'through,.and goined -
the time nececessary for mdviﬁg in infantry‘reinforéements to stapil-
jze o defensive Iine, from which was I ter laun;hod-the attzek of '3
January 1945, h

The terrain and neathcr in the HOTTEN~GRANDMENIL sector worked

to ﬁne dlsadvantage of armor., In most of the sector armor was for-

ced to remain on the rbads,-which are narrow and w1nd1ng. Heavy for-
ests and steép hills prevented it from leaving the roadse Since both

forces wer¢ hecavy in ermor and light in inféntry, the advantage lay -

with the defenders. It is worthy of note that the line finally sta-w
bilized by the 3rd Armored Division (See Fige 7) was laréeiy held by
infantry units‘ a.lthough they were given the time to deploy and take
uﬁ this line by armored action to thelr fronte

The attack to the scutheast by the Spearhead’'s

. relatively light forces may be called,with some
reason, a bold bluff, How well this move succeed=~
ed in sereening the asscmbly and deployment of VII

Corps may be gauged by the story of the actions
that followed 28

The mobility, flexibility, and firepower of armor were proven in

this battles, DMobility allowed rapid movement, movement over difficul

terrain, and employment over wide areas, Flexibility allowed the dix
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ision to accemplish widely sepa‘r‘ated missions with varied forces, and
_firepower allowed small units to hold against a numerically superior

" and fonatic enemye L S o ‘,f
While the 3rd Ax;mored Division was engaged in this action, the | .’

. . - - ‘ : : { b

2nd Armored Division had also been committed to.battle in a neé.rpy

sectore We turn now to an account of the action of the 2nd Armored

Division during this same December -period of the Ardennes copnteroff'#'

ensive,
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CHLPTER III
COORDINATED EMPLOYMENT OF THE SECOND' ARMORED DIVISION

. 16-31 December 1944 D

When.the German offensive struck the Ardennes on IS'December

' 1944, the 2nd Armored Division was 70 miles away ‘to the north near
.éAESWEILER, Gerrany in the Winth U S Arﬁy. It had engaged.in several
ﬁéekslof heaﬁy offensive fighting to reachwthe ROER Rivér.1 Théﬁ,
during theffoﬁr wecks prior to 16 December, the division had a dual
miséion. It held a defensive sectér of the XIX CorpsAsectéf‘wibh'a}A

N ) /
small force,; while the remainder of the command was held in Corps re-

SCrvee : . ’

ﬁuring this month of reserve status, 17 replacement officers and
. N ) 1 ' ~
464 enlisted men were integrated into the fighting teamss All units
. , ) ) P ’
had conducted maintenance and training along with rost and rehabili-

tatione
Current thought among cormanders had resulted in the reorganiza-
' ‘ 2
tion of one regiment (86th Lrmorcd) on 5 December 1944s This regiment

kept the three-battalion organization but made one into a réconnais=-

sance and security battelion compesed of a reconnaissance company and
[

.

a light tﬁ;k company} The two assault fattalions each contained one
Eightﬁtank cmnpan§>and three nedium tgﬂk companiese The organization
of the 67th Arwored Regiment remained unchanged with its'light tank
batt&lion and fwo medium tonk battélions.‘

Thus the status of the division is viewed és the German attack

'

began,  Ma jor General Ernest N, farmon had rested his men for four

. 38




. /

weeks.mhd hﬁd ihtégrated the'necessary replacementsﬁwfter'the.previousv

fightings He had inétitutgd the new' organization of one arnored regi-

-mbnt,fand nintenmnce was eaught upe. This refreshed armored division

' now'stogd pnknoﬁingly at the beginning of two weeks of pFoviously un-

paralled ope xja;‘t ions.e

16~23 December 1944

,This'pefiod opened with intense cbscurity which prevailed amid a .
hail of orders and chénges of orderse It 'included a 70-mile road

narch in cold rain with the weather becoming worse. Wet roads became .

. icy and severely hindered the tonks with their steel treaéSo The div=

ision eﬁtered bitter, decisive battle ég&inst German armor at ﬁhe-
decpgs% poiyt of the penetrotion. The périod closed in late Decomber:
with the LA LESSE River .line being established and the divisvion being.
relioved for another nission. Insufficient infantry personnél handi=-
capped -the division dgring its actione |

Tho obscure situstion began 17 December when the division was a=
lerted for defense against an airborne attack. Eriga@ier Géneral Je

He Collierts Combat Command A received orders at 0800 to preparc for

3
novenent to the zone of the XIII Corps. This order was rescinded and

the entire division was placed on “double alert". By 20 Décember Gen-
eral Harmon's responsibility for the ééfensive"scétbr along'the ROER

. : \ ’ .
River had becn teken over by the 28th Infantry Division, and tho °

troops thus relieved jecined the division in the assembly areas Divise
R : ;e :

ion Artillery remained in firing positionse

39



4
General Harmon received an_emergéncy call at 1600 on 21 December

telling hin he was to make a marchk‘ He had the division ready to movs

" by 1700, but ho could not £ind out until 2200 what route to talkes

Then he had ne time for reconnaissance prior to the 70-mile march to

.join VII Corps south of HUY, Belgium. . It is a trlbute to the 2nd

Ariiwored DlVlSlon +hut all conbat bLCLQﬁtS completed thls move in 22
hours,and-weré closed into asseibly areas by 2150 on 22 December.ﬁ

The ‘Reconnaissance B vEtalion h 1edwthe_d1vision by placing two com=
paniés'on ecach of the two‘routOS“uSed and by_dropping off route mar-
kers at oach_réad intersectione. The ﬁeather waé hear freezing qu‘

raining, and the slippery roads were #ery'hazardous.;‘kll night move—‘
nent was in blackout. Only thirty vehicular mishaps wero roportedf
ané all these’%ohiéles weré recovered and returnéd to dutye

Foliowing the combat'élemonts, the Division Trains later closed

into an area in the vicinify of MODAVE, Belgium, and an,interesting,
. 6 ,

logistical situation ceveloped. The diﬁision-drew ammunition directe-
}y from Communications Zone dumps and even had oceasion té eétablish
temporarily a "static" gasoline duﬁp of its owne. There wans a great
deal of confusion and obscurlty beca use no one knew where the Panzer °
columns were mdving and because Allied units were being hastily shifte
ed fo_locate and contain the German drive, The and_ArmoredvDivision
had moved so suddenly that no adfance\liaiSon could be.estﬁblished

gaged suddenly on 23 December, there had been no opportunity to locatc

he supply dumps nor tc become integrated into the new Corps!' SOP for

with the G=4 of VII Corps. ~Cpnsequent1y;>when the division become en-
|
|
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long, difficult march had consumed more than the division's mobile

-

logistical supports .Therefore, the quite unusual situation developed '

in which armunition was dravm from a nearby Class V Depot ‘of Ldwvance

. -

Section, Communications Zone. Gasoline had become critical, since thc:

’

Class.III-Supply'?oint could replaéé; Therefore, av"static" division -
dunp was hastily ;etﬁup; to Which corbat éle@entslcoﬁld go for fhéir

gasoline, Mearnwhile, trucks of the moﬁiie supply pbint shuttlod back
and forth constanfly to the Army Class III-Supply Point until the nore
ml level was ree;tablished. Then the division mobiib Class IIT sup—i
piy‘system.returne'hto normal operation of delivery to the coumbat un-
itse It is also of interest that zll supply directives wﬁre obtained
orally and usually by the Di%ision G-4's personally visiting the Corpsg

G"'Z.'i:.

Employnent agoinst the Panzers
Upcn assembly in Bslgium, control of the 2nd Armored Division

passed to Lieutenant General J. Lawton Collin's VII Cérpse His plan

was to keep the division in reserve for use in a counterattack once
the Gerran penctration hac been contained. The division was actually
' .\

coumitted without orders when a reconnaissance patrol from the 82nd

Reconnaissance Battalion was fired on by two enemy tanks near HAID, .

Belgium on the 23rd of December. General Harmon realized that the en:

emy knew that the division was identified as being in the area because
the armored car had been knocked oute He dispatched Combat Command

A ;consisting of':
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- Tagk Force A

2nd Bnj 66th Armored Regiment

2nd Bn, 4lst Armored Infantry Regiment

Plat; Co A; 17th Armored Engineer Battalion

Plat, Co A, 702nd Tank Destroyer Battalion ‘

Task Force B
Zrd Bn, 66th Armored Regiment :
Co E, 41st Armored Infantry Regiment

‘Task Force C \

1lst Bn, 66th Armpred~ Regiment'
Ren Co, 66th Armored Regiment

CCA Control
Co B; 82nd Armored Reconmaissance Battalion

Co C, 82nd Armored Reconmaissance Battalion
- Co A, 17th Armored Engineer Battalion (=)

Direct Support

‘92nd Armored Field Artillory Battelion

-

4o CINEY with instructions to socure the town and to be prepared to

éonfcinue the atteck south toward BUISSONVILLE. The tanks moved out
imnediaﬁeiy and were able to ‘ocoupy CINEY without oppositions CCA-
s;ent‘ L?u{: patrols and established 'cozjﬁ:act wifh British arnored units
that were in that 'vicinitjy, to the weste ‘General Collier then swung
his command towards BUISSONVILLE and continued without meeting resist:
ance until they e_ncountered 'au’corgaﬁic weapons and anti=tank gun fire
at 2100 coming from the directioﬁ of LEIGNON, . By 2345 they had raw

atced this resistance and were sble to proceed, moving out in column

E with onc Task Forece astride the CINEY~ROCHEFORT road.

N

One of the most decisive ar;busheé of World War II wgs aecomplish

cd by CCA almost by accidents, As the column was advancing to the
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south & Gernan armored column was noving north alonv the’ same road.
Fortu,atcly CCN became oware of tne enemy‘cﬁluwn to thelr front at ™
time when they could deploy on elther 3130 ‘of the road, and they pre-
pq?ed to rec01ve the, :gemy colunn w1th a welcome from oll weapons.
The surprise was complete and the snow-covered hills of Belglum'were
soon bathed in the fllc&erln?'llﬂht of burnlng German vehlcles. Ene-
ery. losses were. extremely hcavy while CGAGS were reiatlvely lighte
Shortly after this actlhn the combat conmand c011eo for the nlgbtg

- The weatbcr cleared on 24 DoceﬂLer for the first time since the
begiming of the Battle of the Bulge. At 0630 CCA moved out in th@

attack with two task forces abreaste Task Force A was in column o=

 stride the main road to ROCHEFORT. Task Force B wms in two columns'

to the right of the road (sce Fige 8). After Actlon Reports charw -
acterize the resistance as speradic, but to the men in the leading el-
enents it was Just 1; e any other’ attack when they had to fight thelr
way forward, One of the highlights of tn¢ day was a . tank ACtion,néar
FORZEE when three‘enemy tonks fired on Task Force Be iwo of thesé
tanks managed to.e;éape. The tWo columms of Task Force B were in the
BOIS DE HAUT“BWT by 1500 after having pulled into a single column at
FEM DE STE. PHILLIPE earlier in the afternoon, While this was going

on Task Foree A rolled on into BUISSONVILLE at 1430 Patrols were

‘sent out to HAVRENRE and SORINCHAMPS, and contact was established . ){

with fhe 4th Cavalry Group that had beén attached to thevdivision by

Corpse

General Collins made a decision to allow General Harmon to com-

43






o
L

nit CCB in an attack on a concentra#idn of enemy armor that had been

) 1 i . ‘:‘T:‘ s 13 : ! '
reported by acrial observerse. This. decision,nade in the faco of @

i

21st Army Group directive to defendfand be prepared to' fall back to &

new. line thrcugh HOTTON;‘Was one of 'the sudacious moves that have -

many times brought success to Americen arms in the face of seemingly,

hopeless circumstancess

CCB celebrated Christmas Daj“by attacking the enehy concentra«

tion near CEELES. Task Force A;xgonsisting of:

. Hq, 67th Armcred Reglncﬂt
3rd Bn, 67th Armored Regiment.
3rd Br, 4lst Armored Infantry Regiment (= H Co) '
Plat;, Co C; 702nd Tank Destroyer Battalion '
Plnt Co. B 17th Armored Engineer Battalion .
78th‘4rWureﬂ Field Artillery Battalion (plus Btry A, 195th
AAL (AW) Battalion (=~ 1 Plat)) (Direct Support)

-

noved west thr ough ACHENNE and south through BOISELLES and by 1700
occupled the high round overlooking CELLES from the southweste
Task Force B, composed ofr

. 1st Bn, 67nd Armored Reginent

lst Bn, 4lst Armoread I;fqntry Reginent

‘Plat, Co B, 17th Armored Engineer Battalion

Plut Co C 702nd Tank Destroyer Bettalion ’

87th Arﬂoroé Field Artillery Bettalion (plus section, Btry
L, 195th sAA (4W) bﬂttqllon) (Direct Support )

‘moved directly scuth clearing enemy clements from CONJOUX and SOINNBE

and moved into CELLES from the southeast (See Fige'9)e - The occupation

of the town wes completed by 1745 in a woordinated attack by both
task forces. The eneny units'WQre trapped riovth of the town in the

BOIS COREUX and BOIS DES PRIESSES by this sncirclements The rest of

the forzes 1n the 001bat Cqﬂmand ot thiz time wsre:



e R

Nbbile'Resérvei .

¢o ¥,.67th Armored Regiment (- 1 Plat)
Co H .41st ‘Armored Infantry Regiment

’CCB Control ' ‘ - C

Co B, 17th Armored Englneer Battalion (=3 Plats)

Ren Co . 67th Arnoreg Reglﬂnnt (plus Plat, Co B, L7th Eng
Bn) .

Co C, 702nd Tank Destroyer Battalion (~- z’PIa¥s)

82nd “Arnored Reccnralqsance Battalion (- Co C,.B, 1 Plat,
YCo D).

Co D 67th.nrmﬁrod Reblmont N

\ - '

?

While this aﬁtack was gozng 'on the 82nd Armored Reconnaissance Bate

tqllon clearcd SORINNG and FOY NOTRE DANF and succecded in destroylng

or capturing nlneteﬂq vehicles (seven of them American, captured by
7

N

tM(bmmm)am\mwSPgmh
ThiS‘action at CULIES was o classic example of the double onve L

opuente ITwo Task Forces, each followxng an 1ndepcndent aXIS, ezch

consisting of a relnforcad battalion, secured the high ground over- '

A .

looking the town, Then in a coordinated attack, the conbat command
entorod and_cieared the village. Vhen interviewed after~the war the

Gorman uenerul who commancded the clc’caus of the an Panzer Division

_that were trapped in the woods, stated that his vehicles were prace

ticmlly irmobilized due to the shortage of gascline, In spite of
this situation, several‘atfempts t¢ break out were mades The task

of clearlnu the woods and actually mop;ing up the area still had to

S
be faced by. this armorcd furce»whlcn had re atbached 1nlantry.

Whllo this action was- *o;n@ on CCA h .mssuwcd defensive posie

tions ir the vicinity of -HAVRENYE, BU: CHONTTLLE And FRANDEUX (See

Fige 10)s The enemy lost heavily in beth vehicles and persomnel in









‘ﬁakiﬁg three countérattécks against theée pcsitions. Company I 66th

Arnored Reelrent (relpforced) bore. the brunt uf two of these attacks

'l 1

at HAVRENWE. The flrst counterattack at 0750 by fifteen: tanks and

T ap 'rox1mately a battallon of 1ﬁfantry was repulsed thh a 1oss of one

'Lhrk IV and seten uark v tanks, two nalf tracks, and one SP gune. Come"

paqy I lost two medium tanks in thls cnéavemcn ‘At 0830 anothor o=,
amy a*tuck wa.8 lquncned aﬁalnst the Same positlon and agaln 1t was

s%oppeéj tnls timo by tqpk on 8 anti~tank flre whlch knocked out the

-

'tnrec/le~01nr half trackse Thls seemed to be *noUgh for the Gernans,

and they withdrew, Tne tnlrd l&sk Force of the combat oommand patrol~
led the VE,RRE-FORZ“L‘ voade Dy 2-’-}00 CCA held a line through VERRE-
IALOUK-HAVREJ“\‘E-HAIFS DU GRAND PRE. |

CGD continued mopping up the “Ce les Pocket's By the end of'thc"

dav there re*ﬁl*oﬂ ”nlj one smvll grﬂup of the encny in the BOIS COR- -

EUX near AUBATLLE \Sec Fige 11), This #ns an 1nfwntry ni381onr con-

sequently,the attnck wa s actually maﬂo by two companies from the 4lst"

Armored Infantry Regiment sunpurt“c oy armor from the 1st Battqllon -
of the 67th Armored Regiment, Two enewy courcerattacks with tank-in-
fauntry teéms seemed to belie the statement that the eneryy vehicles
were i%mobilized./ By-lsoo‘.the BOIS DES PRIESSES \was cle'aJr. During
.the qu‘s flgbtlng the highlight was a oombined air-artillery aotion
in beating orf the cnd of the twwo ~}11L,7thucks previously mon A
tioned.

: . »
ﬁbanwhile, Colonecl John Ce @thrnﬂ“4‘3 4th Cavalry Group had the

mission of maintaining contact betweern A ~nd CCB, and securing the
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"gan at 0700, then Confany I, €6th Aruorvd Regiment attacked to galn

left {(east) flank of the division.- He used elewents of the 4th Cav~
alry Squadron to maintain contact and thg 24th Cavalry Squaaron (reln-a"

forced ) tO‘blOCk tﬁe,roads in the séctog north of HUMAIN; The 24th At

b '
-~

Cﬂv“lry Squadron’ thwarted enemy a+tempts to reinforce the garrlson at

'EHERIN.'_CCR had been'nle tod | to supaort either CCA or the th CaVal-‘

ry Group in the evant of a breaktnrcugh in either sector. It was al-5 ‘

so preparing for an operation against HUIRIH.)(Enevy air was active

over the divisicn-amrea throughoutltle day of 26 December.' o i

In the twenfy-four hour period of 27 Dedember 1944 the 2nd Ar- o
mored Division claims to have inflicted the heaviest enemy losses of - |
the eastern Belgiwm onerations To substantiate this glaim they cite :

: _ - :
at least 142 vehicles of all types destroyed or captured and 448 pris-

oners takens in 88 fire missions Div181mn Artlller ferd totql of .
3 R

5598 rounds.e-

In this qctlon CCR was attached to CCA and begamne TaskrForce Re

. ‘ v . ) ‘ . ) . . «’&,
CCA was ordered to take HUMATIHN. A one hour artlllery3preparatlon be-

. P
A

o position overlooking the town from the west (See Fig. 19). This

effort succeecded and nlaced the company in position to support by .

fire the assault of Task FOTCL R on HUMiIN. This was another double

v

envelorment, sguin using two rein? corced rothalions over separate

routez. The svuthern forez consisted of tae Zud Bat vallon 67th Ar=-

s

~
mored Infantry Regiment reinforced by C”noﬁrv E, 41st Lrmored Infantr

Reginent and Company B, 702nd Tans Destroyer Battolicn.- The northern

force was made.up of the 2ud Battalion of the 41ist .ismored Infantry
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Regiment less Company Ee The attmck was made'af 1230 by both fbrces.\j

' The 24th Cavglry'Squadron, elements of which had fought gallantly iﬂk’
the two previous attacks on HUMAIN, blocked the ro&ds to the east andﬂ 
norfhegst; (F1ght1n9 oontlnueu untlI,ZSSO when the last eneriy strong-i"
pomnt fells An estimated battullon of enemy 1nfautry had been barr-

1caded 1n the houses and-relnforced bv\antl-tnnk fire from the BOIS ,b

A
~

DE DErFES northweqt of ﬁowno

| After coni:gldatlng pos1t10n$ near HAVREKNE the other Task Forceﬁ
of CCh qttacxedxat 1600 in three columns to cut the east-west road out
‘ of-ROCHEFORT and reach the LA LnS;E-and L'HOMME Rivers. In two hours ;

o

the‘fight'and centcr‘qolumns reached their oﬁjectiveé, buf the 1eft‘\
column was halted by nebelﬁérfer,fire'from,ROCHEFORT (See Fige 15);“u
- The other forces Re)'s v1gorous pmtrolllng, estaollshed control within
The CCA gone and tied in with CCB on the rlght. The LA LuSSL River
line ﬁaslsécureor : |

CCB did not rest on its WGll-earnedtlaufels’but‘continued to mbpf
up'throughout\its z'me, oﬁvthe right flank of'CCA. B& 1900 CCB had
extended the‘Lﬁ LESSE River line from CCA's zone west to the British
position‘at HOUYE. i

VII Corps directed that the 83rd Infantry Division'assume responr
sibiiityifor this zone on 28 Decembere By 31 December the entiré divr
ision had been relieved and was aSsempled in the area HAVELANGE-MOHI;
ViLLE-MIECRET.-‘Preparations.were begun for the coming offensive ﬁo‘

the south,

-










| Suﬁma?y of'Action

Thus we’ end an action which ass1sted in haltlng the German drive
to. the lEUSE, stopplng it only four Nllgs short of that key" terraln \
foatures This bﬂttle had been descrlbed as a flttlng conp“rlson of
Alllod and German armored might in which the superlorlty of the qu
Arpored-Div1sxon wa s tellznglj displayed.

Casualtics suffered by the dlxlslon in thls canpalgn 1rd10ate
that the. weather toock allost as hcavy o toll as eneﬁy actlon. Losses
wore 151 from sickness against 185 woundeds Cold and snow, combined
with the 1ne”1taklc fatlgue caused by continuous ;ctlon night and -

day thus toox its deauly toll of the fighting nene.

Supply durlng thls ph&se of the operations constituted no rcal
problow, as the Corﬁs SUpp lJ p01nts were W1th1n a few niles of the

division <unsly points at MODAVEs Amnmurnition wes available at FERVE,

4.7 miles away, if the'Corps Class V truckhead at NANDRIN was enpty, .

as 1t oftcn was during thl vericd, Efficient and prompt replacemont
of all ordnance equipnent was availablc-ffqm'the Arny Ordnance Depot
and the suﬁoortlnv Tank: I intenance Cownany. |
uctuqlly, the division can be considered as oelng in an enviable’
cunﬁlv position, as all qhortabe¢ had been filled prlor to enterllg
the campaipgnae Losses of vehicles, esncciully tanks, were am321nvky
lights Speéial itens of equipment such as shoepacs and’ whﬁte camou~
flage suits for, the infantry were not available in sufficient quan-
tities. The only pfoblem was that the available supply rate of?76mm

HVLP tank amaunition was so low that a definite problen existed for




whlch there was no solution. . ' . o

This actlon wa's & coordlnated attack by an . urnorod division de-

pending heav1ly on 1ts armor. Organic infantry, being 1imited to one

s

blLOﬂt wa.s 1nsufflclent to balarice favorably with two-tank'fegiﬂ,
ments. The losses were relatively light c01nared to enenry vehicles
destroyed and Dersonnelhcapturedg

In the o ctua1 rnduotlon of the "Colles Pocket" it was avoarent

that addit ional- 1nfnntry would have specded’ tho opping-up phase.

'

‘Also, in looking at the actlon of CCA neer ROCHEFORT a column wns

stopped as it deboudhed from the woods. Here the infantry had to be

brourht forwaru beforp the tanks could move againe .

To reca pitulate, the 2nd Armored Division marched. frcm.an assem=
bly area in Germany to Belglun'whore it fouvht a cooraln“tcd division
action u’cJ.hzlno two conoat cortnands to stop the wcst@rn drlvo of the
Gérlan Asrmys The reserve command was dommitted toward the end of the
action to reduce the last remaining enemy stronwp01nt. The attﬁch@d

cavalry'group performed excoilently as both a security and econory

force‘ .-

‘ ' .

Thus, we can see thab the U S forces hod a logistical a dvantage

gasoline. The U‘S

over the German forces; especially in regard to
forces were fresh while the Germans were tifad from several days of
fighting. The German commanders were tied to a|preconceiveq plan of
. ,
moneuver anéd did not have adequate communications facilities while
the Aﬁerican commﬁhders operateé under mission type orders and had-
I : o

excellent comaunicationse

With the assembling of tho division and preparafion for the at-

\




) ' .
. tack we are now resdy to turn’tc a& consideration of the Corps asttack

' ‘ . to HOUFFLLIZE to pinch off the German armies in the Aifdenneé.
S . ] - ) ) . @ f
‘ B ) [ * - B . {
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CHAPTER VI
CLOSING THE GAP

Second and Third Armored Divisions

1-16 Janunry 1945

By 31 December the German offensive hédbbeen halted 'short of the

. EUSE. The Allied forces seized the initiative’ and, in a well-exe~ l

cuted, coordinated attack drove the badly maulaé Nazi colwms baock to’
their ?EIGFRIED fortifications.' The 2nd and 3rd Armored Divisions
fighting in a Corps teanm played an effective réle in éhé,reéumption
of the off'ensce - | |

First U S Army assigneq VII Corps the mission of attaéking séuth-
east and seizming HOUFFLLIZE to make juncture with General George S
Patton Jr's Third US Armye The.drive on HOUFFALIZE wes bounded on
the southwest by the L'OURTHE River and on the east by a line SALM-

\ .
CHATEAU=-GRAND SART-HIERLOT. The principal streams of the arem run a-

‘long the line of the attack, a factor which was of advantage tc our

forces. As indicated in Appendix IV, the terrain isfwooded, contains
N ' :

dense underbrush and is hilly and rough, vehicular movement being

'l

thereby confined to the inadequate road net. The area cemnot be de-
scribed as good tank country. In describing it, General White has
said:

I would like to accentuate what is probably well
" known of the extreme difficulty of the operations-
due to weather and terrain. While the fighting a=-
round Celles was in fairly good tank country, the
fighting from MiNHAY to HOUFFALIZE was through
densely wooded terrain in which the enemy utilized
every conceivable device to slow our advance.




~

Gemeral Collins plamned for the VII Corps to seize HOUFFALIZE -
wifh an armored spéarhead consisting of the 2nd andfﬁrd Arnored Div-

isionse In implementation of-this plan, these two- divisions moved

from the vicinities of HAVELAYGE an@ OFFUT, repeotively, to mow as- -

serb ly aréas along the line SOY-BRAs For the attack 2nd irmored Dive '

ision would be ¢isposed on the right, 3rd Lrmored Division on the

lcfte Theso divisions were to be fdlléwed by Ehe 84th and 83rd In-

fantry’Divisions respectivelys .

Study of the drive on HOUFFLLIZE has revealed'four‘factors of
distinct importance and~d§finite effect on the results which the acﬁ-
ion achieveds These fgétors are: ‘

1. The physical condition of the men and the weariness that tho
proceding two wéeks of battle had brought about. |

2. lack of mission type orédrs,to_cOHSanders of the arnofed\
divisions and the ‘restrictions thereby placed upon theﬁ. i

3 Insufficiency of the infantry that was allowed the armored
d ivisions by existehf Tables of Organization and Eéuipmcnt.
| 4. The miserable wea&her, particularly the snow which commén—
ced on 1 January and continued through 9 January.

' Lilthough the two armored divisions adéanced abreast and against

similar resistance, it scems advisable to discuss the action of cach

separately in order to achieve continuity of thoughts

Action of the 2nd Arwmored Division

In considering the 2nd Armored Division's part in the offensive




it is wellvto reﬁémber that~Genera1.Hafmon's troopsj%ad indulged in
heavy fighting up to 28 December and that his div1S1on’l losses dur-
ing that month had been 1 021% 4s the attack took place on 3 January[
it is cvident that there had been little opportun1ty to reequip, ab=~
sorb replacqq?nté or regroup forces aqd,thét hgfdships of Decermber |
action had an adverse effect §n morale and phyéicml'abilit*. Wéatge;-
was adverse fhroughout the:operatiﬁn. Turrets were frozeﬁ in the v -
mbrning, .andj mobi'li:ty was gi‘eaflﬁr reduced. To quote General White a=
gain: ‘ |
ILack of su1table winter clothing was a tremen—

dous handicap and contributed to the suffering and

disconfort. We made a form of feootgear by cutting

up blankets and making a sort of inner boot and

then galoshes or overshoes werc worn, This item

ws particularly useful to tankers, but was not

so good for the people whe had to w&}g.s.

The 2nd Armore& Division ﬁas assigned theJmission of clearing
encryy, from the area between the line of departure and HOUFFALIZE
v:rithin its zones The V I“‘LSALL—IJ;ROCIHL highwey and the “town of HOUF~
FLLIZE were preacrlbed as obwcﬂtlves by Corns. On 2 January the dive-
ision moved tc new assembly areas in the vicinity of SOY and GRAND=-
IENIL,. The{attack was planned for. 0830 on 3 January through lines
heldiby the 75th'1nfantry Divisiones The formation of combat commands
abreast was chosen,‘CGA attacking on the fight_with threc task'forces
abreast, CCB attacking on the left with two task forces abréast‘

. The formation adopted by General Harmon appears reascnable in

- view of two factors:

1. The mission of the division was to clear enemy from its e
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zone s

2. Ter}ain'and weather made maximum use of available roaa net
desirablee |

On -1 January General.Collins atta@hed the 335th Infantry Régimeﬁt o
84th Division éo the‘an>Armorea Division? General Harmon furthef‘at--
tached this reviwent to CCh. General Collier suzdivided'CCA into °

four reinforced battalion task forces as follows:

. | Task Force A

3rd Bn, 66th Armored Regiment (less Co I) . |
1st Bn 335th Infantry- Rerl nent :
1 Plat' Co A, 702nd Tank Dcstroyer.Battallon

1 Plé.t, Co A, 17th Armored Engineer Battalion

Task Forcc B

66th Armored Regiment (loss 1st Bn, Co F, ch Co, taint Co)
3rd Bn, 335th Infantry Regiment

1 Dlat Co 4, 702nd Tank Destroyer Battalion

1 Plat Co A, 17th Armored Engincer Battalion

Task Force C

335th Infantry Regiment (less lst and 3rd Bns)
1st Bn, 66th Armored Regiment (less Ren Co)

Co's F and I, 66th Armored Regiment attached
1 Plat, Co A, 702nd Tank Dsstroyer Battalion

Task Force D ' : ‘ It
82nd Armored Recontaissance Battallon (less Co B, 1 Plat,
. Co’A, and 1 Plat, Co D)
Co A, 17th Armored bnwlreer Battalion (less 2 Plats)

CCB was subdivided into two task forces and a reserve as fole

~3

lows :

Task Force X

Hq, 67th Armored Regiment
1lst Bn, 67th Armored Regiment
1st Bn; 4lst Armored Infantry Regiment
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~ 1 Plat, Co C, 702nd Tank Destroyer Battallon
.1 Plat, Co B 17th Armored Engineer Battalion - '
78th nrmored Fleld Artillery Battallon (plus Btry A, 195th
LBA Battallon) (Direcct Support)

Task Force.Y

3rd Bn, 67th Armored Regiment

3rd Bu, ¢lst-Armored Infantry Regiment.

1 Plat Co C, 702nd Tank Destroyer .Battalion
1 Plat Co B 17th Armored En@ineer Battalion

CCB Control

Ren Co, 67th Arﬂorod Reg1ment

Co B; 17th Armored Engineer;;Battalion (less 2 Plats)
Co C 702nd Tank Destroyer Battallon (less 2 Plats)
Co F 82nd Armored Reconmai¥ssance Battalion

The attack of 3 Januery began at 0830 with the handicaps of snow,

fcr

i) ]

impaired visibility and ice-covered roadse Tanks and trucks
floundered on ice and snow, and.vehiclegvequipped with steocl tracks
found the going pérticularly difficult. Elements of the 2nd Panzer

Division and the 560 Volksgremadier Division opposed the attack from

positions that were well prepafed, well situated and‘gtupborﬁly de~
fondcd, Agéinst fhis resiétance,~the division's advance of 3 Jan-
vary was limited to 2,000 yardsQ | ‘

The attack continued through four days of bitter fighting am.
_gainst a stubbofﬁ‘enemy. On the fourth day, 7 January; elements of
0OB had out the imﬁortant VIELSALM-LAROCHE rcad, one of the divie
siont's objectives (See Fig; 14 ). Seizure of this road denied_e;emy
fareea an - ;mportant route of retreat.

Ubon seizure of a “ortlon of "the VIELSALMALLROCHE road in its

~zone, CCB moved Task Force R, which had been attached to it on 4 Jan~-

8 .
uary, in an attack west along the read toward SLMREE. This attack




continued against much opposition until 9 Jﬁnuary and was'pééessary

in view of a part of the division's mission; "To clear all enemy from
the forest strongpoints and vlllages between the line of departure

9
and HOUFF‘;LIZE-.-;' - SAIREE fell to CCA on 10 January after bemg b:.tter-

ly defended by tank and infantry elements, It is noteworthy that the

raking of this town delayed the advance of the division for a tnree-
day pe!'lOd . .

On 7 Jhnuary the eastern boundary of the Gerﬂan 116th.Panzer

Division was shifted to the east to include SATEEE placlng parts of
‘this division in opposition to CCA at SALBEE and to the part of CCB-.
that ﬁfved west along the VIELSALH‘LAPOCHE road. of thc action that
occurrod between 7 and 10 Javuury qrcunﬁ SAKREE, the cormander of the

116th Panzer Division haos said:

"Fpd thosc superior forces with a quick'and vigorous
thrust, foreced their way forward and succeeded in break-
ing through, the results for the Germans who were still
holding out on all fronts would have been immense .10

Following the seizure and organization of SAMREE on 10 January,
mdjor units of the 2nd Armored Division were assembled, and 11 Jan-

vary was spent in maintenance and repair of equipment dnd in prepar=-

ation for continuing the attacks

The attack was resumed on 12 January, CCA attacking at 0800 and

N

CCB at 0900. Task Forces Were ageln employed abreast, and this for-
mation was principally used throughout this second ph&se of!the-at—
tacka Wéather qontinued to be bitter, but ferrain south of the VIEL=-
SAL&@LAROCHE road was slightly improved, and hostile resistance be-

tween the road and HOUFFALIZE appears\to have diminighed somewhate




R631stance from 12 4o 16 January has been characterized as a 1=“1:en--
11
acicus rear guard actlon. o

An interesting note of the cooperation which existed between the
2nd and 5rd‘Armoréd Divisions has been made by Generél Wihites
A spirit of cooperation existed to a marked de-
gree, and one time we were able to envelop an en-
emy force holding up our advance through the co-
operation of the 3rd Armored permitting us to use
roads in their zone to-effect the envelooment. 1041
the infrequent occasions when we had column cover,

we pessed available planes back and forth to Work
on targets In each division zone.12

By daily continuation of the attack, 2nd Arhored advanced south
and southeast until contact with Third Army patrols was'accomplished
in the vieinity of HOUFFALIZE on 16 Janﬁary; The town itself was oc=

cupied that day. The~a1r line distance covered by the 2nd Arnocred

" Division in this drive had been 16 miles, the elapsed time = 14 days.

To complete the picture of the VII Corps use of armor in the Jan-
uary push we shall have to lcok back to the beginning of the offene=—

sive and follow the actions of the 3rd Armored Divisione

Action of the 3rd Armored Division

The action of General Roso's 3rd Armored Division during .this

. period parallels qulte closely that of the 2nd Ar ored Divisione The

division's nission was to seize CHERAIN and BOUVIGNY ,and the zone of
itg_advance on these objectives was bounted on the west by the MAN=
HAY~HOUFFALIZE highway, inclusive, and on the east by the line SA LI
CHﬂTEAU-HBBRLOT.; The western boundary was later changed to excluﬁe

the MANHAY~HOUFFALIZE highwaye
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VII Corps bad attached the 330th Infantry Regiment, 83rd Divis- i
- ) . N i . .
fon, to 3rd Armored Division and General Rose had attached cne bats
talion of this regiment to OCA, the remining two battalions to CCB.

CCL was organized into two task forces, Task Force Doan and Task Force

" Richardson.  CCB was similarly organized into Task Forces liggeorge

13
and Lovelady.

The ?rd Armqred Division atﬁackéa on.3 danuary with ccmbat com;
mandé abreast, each cémbat comnand wf;h task foreces abreast in order
to take adventage Qflthe éxispiﬁg road net. Imitial resistancé was
hoavy and consiéted_of infantry, tanks,'andvdefended mine ficlds and
ront blocks.‘ Despite thi; fact, Srd Armored made somewhat better pro-
gress during the initinl days of the atteck than was enjoyed by 2nd

Armored on its righﬁ flank. It is intercsting to note, however, that

~ throughout the operation the nrogress made by the two divisions was

~

esseﬁtiélly the sanc.

The attack continued tgrough g January;:which dato found elem.
rents of»the-division disposed along the line'PROVEDQUX-OTTREeREGNE
(Sce FPige 14)s On that date the 83rd ;nfantry Division passed thrqué!
3rd Armored with a mission of seizing the line BOUVIGNY=-BACILAIN-LONT
LE BAN, |

A new attack order (F 0 23) directed continuation of the attack
on 13 January. In the continuation of this attack, CCB was dirccted
to seize high ground northwest‘of'“ACLAIH and proceed rapidly to se=-
cure CHERAIN while CCRK was to follow and be prepared té move on the

objective'if thé'attack of CCB was slowed., CCA waes to protect the

'
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the left flank of the divisions
Circumstances necessitated changing the plan of attack, and the
plan that was put into effect involved the attack of CCR and CCB a-

breaste CCB was ordered to seigze CHERAIﬁ and CCR to take VAUX and
14 '

SOIEERAIN, : -

" This phase of the attaék begaﬁ on 13 January and continued as.

goinst the resistance of infantry, tank, and artillery elements

_through the 16th, 17 January found the 3rd Armored Division in pos=

session of the line SOMMERAIN-STERPIGNY as is indicated on Fige l4e-

s

. Swwary of ihotion

In drawing conclusions from the operations of the 2nd and 3rd Ar-
rored Divisions, the effect of weather is most difficult to assesse

Additionally, the weariness of the divisions,even at the outset of th

- offensive,is a factor deserving careful consideration. Certainly the,

weather was as bitter as any cncountered by U S forces in Burope -dur=-
ing World War II, and its effect on air operstions end on the obser-
vation of artillery fire was tremendous. Tank elements were roadboun

and the mobility of thése,eléﬁents_was réduced to a small fraction of
the normal figure. )

The'VII(Corps attack was characterized by the advance of two Ar-
nored divis}ogs cbreast on a fourteéh-mile.front. Shortage of orggn-
“ic infantry in these armored.divisicns was OVercome oy thek;ttachment

. R e e - N . .
of an infantry regiment to each divisicne VII Corps did not give mis

sion type orders to the armored divisions, but rather required them t
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advance within zones. The restrictive orders given to the divisions

” ' imposed the requirement of linison and contact with adjacent units,

i

N . N y p 1
and it precluded attack in cclumn, factors which may have slowed the

advance materially.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS

‘Twc voteran United States Arnored Divisions bave been followed
throughout their .employment in the Northern Sector of the Ardennek
Campaign from 16 December 1944 until 16 January 1945. In this month
of fighting, eyerythihg was bittér ~ the German»offensive, the Amér-
ican resistance, thén the American offensive, the German resistanoé,
and above all the weéther.-f

Jany lessons in a;mor may be gained fron this actione. Here are
nine outstanding points: |

1. Importance of training for marching.,

2+ Importance of logistical support.,

3+ Desirability of maintaining tactical integrity of the armor-
ed divisicn. '

L. Desirability of mission tyve orders over zone type orders
for an armored divisioﬁ. |

5¢ Need for adequate infantry in the World War II armored divi-
gsions.

8¢ Need for tanks in the Vorld War II infantry divisione

7e¢ Terrific effect of lack of enenmy informations

8+ Proof of afmor's characteristics of mobility, firepower,
shock action, dnd flexibility.: | |

9.’ Outstanding value of the aggressive spirit inherent in the
armored di&isicn.

These lessons certainly are not new at this date in 1949. How=-
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ever, & measure of satlsfactlon may be gleaned from. Seelng them in=-
corpoered in prcsent Arnored School dOCtrine and in present Tables
of Or#anization;ﬂ ‘ o -

Durlng the December action several of these lessons were learned.

fron the 3rd Armored D1v131on.' On the third day of the German offeh=

v

sive, CCA was taken from the division and attached to V Corpss If
moved to the vicinify of EUFLN, Belgium where'it remained four days
and successfully completed ité'mission of rounding up the German
paratroopers in the érea. Thé 300 enemy paratrooéers hardly gerited
the attention of éCAls-tWD tank battalions, ‘one armored infantry bat-
talion, and supporting troops. However, more than twice that number
of parachutis£s hadAbeen estimated and the command also constituted

a. corps reservé ageinst an expected ground attask which failed to de-
volope CCA then returned to division control on 21 Decembere

leanwhile, the division had moved to HOTTON, Belgiume - Here it

was attached to XVIII Corps but had temporarily lost CCB which had

been attached to the 30th Inzqntrj Divisione Lacking both CC4 and CC .

the d1v1s1on received a nission it could not p0331b1y accowpllsh -

to sccure the IANHAY-HOUFFALIZE road. CCB was helping the 30th Infan

try Division unknowingly'halt the Sixth Panzer Army by defecating

Task Force Peiper, its leading el rent. CCB was organized into two

task forces for this action and was further split into smaller ele
ements, some of which were further attached to regimentse The over-
N .- . N

all effort was successful, but, on several occasions, the tank el=

enents were initially unable to accomplish assigned missions due to




lmck of infantry sﬁpport. After six days, CCB was returned to dive
ision conttol on 24 Decembor, but General Rose still did not have con-
trol of his entire diéisiony‘ Task Force Doan, of cca, was étﬁaohed
to the é4th Division that same days because of heovy enemy pressuree .
This incident oocurred at a most inopportune time, as CCA's other
task force wo.s hopeiessly cut off and had to dostroy its:remaining
vehicles, t hus}strlpplnr CCA of all combat elements.

Two days later, Task Force McGeorge from CCB, was &ttached to
CCAe This force was able to drive the Germans from GRANDMENIL, a
town which CCA had occupiéd’ before Task Force Doan was attached to the

84th Division. Prlor to this date, three reinforced task forces of”

the 83rd Reconnaissance Battalion, fought & valiant five-day battle

against overwheln1ng odds, plus bolng short of gasollne resupplys Al

though cvcntually cut off and havzng to abandon most remaining vews <

hlcles, they did delay part of the Fifth Panzer ArnXAlong encugh for‘

a line to be stabilized. In stabilizing this line, the 3rd Armored ?
Division eventually had two regimcntalvoombat teams and two parachute
battelions attachede

Thus the 3ra Arnmorcd Division's employment, in twelve days of
continuous action, points up the lessons enumerated while playing a
decisive role in the American effort to contain the German penctratie

During fhié same period, the 2nd Armored Division operated in
the same decisive role somewhat to the weste ﬁowever, its employment
presented the sharp contrast of coordinated versus piecemoal omploy-é

‘ments The entirc division remained under General Harmon's control
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during ail_thiS-Deéember actione

The division completed a spectacular march of foamiles in 22
hours'agéinst great odds,,weather, blackcut, lack of maﬁs, aﬁd lack
of time for prior reconnaissanée; A1l units closed into assembly

areas just before midnight on 22: December and sent out reconnaissance

parties. By early afternood on the next aéy,»Generai Harmon had com=

mitted CCA after one of his armofed cars had been knocked oute CCA
continued south and during. the ﬁight ambushed a strong German tank
colurn which it almost gompletely destroyed. The command *s task‘fo;-
ces fanned out abreast %he ne;f day and continued on to BUISSdﬁVILﬂE
-and the surrounding.area where it sef up defensive positionss

dgainst these positibns the Germans lauhched repeated heavy counter=
attacks only to be consistently repulsed with heavy lossese CCR was
then attached\to CCA and took HUMRIN against stubborn resistances

- CCA pushed on to the IA IESSE River and established_a line there whicl

304 in with the 84th Division on the oast and CCB on the wests CCB,
meanwhile , was with‘éld from action for two days after CCA struck soutl
Then it was bommitted_to the iight of CCA gnd for three days engaged
in wiping out the CELLES pockets This action stopped the Germans at
the deepest point of.their penetrations Afterward, CCB'continded
south, clearing the area to the LA LESSE River line and tying in with
British units to the west neer the IEUSE River. -

General Farmon had been concerned gbout the area between CCA and

CCB during the heavy fightinge " However, the'attaqhed 4th Cavalry
-Group was screening this area.and elaments of either CCA or CCB could

be shifted there if necessarye This entire action occurred without
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. ' A. ’ : : ;1.
the help of attached infantry and many tires the pinch of inéufficient

infantry Wﬁs apparente The 8nd Armored Division had hélted-thg Ger-
mon -‘Panzers just four miles short ofAthe MEUSE Rivers Genera} Collins
hid not expected to cormit the division before earl& Januéry, but;_

by that time,it had executed a most decisive effort, by fhorough CO=
ordinaticn and aggressive action, and with very liéht lossess In thié
emplc&mcnt,.agaih appear armof'é charecteristic mobility, firepower,
shock action and flexibility along with outstanding aggressivenesse

# By 3 January, the 2nd and &rd Arsored Divisions were dispoéed

éide by side on VII Corps* front, read& for the offensive¢ These two
divisions led the Corps attack against bitter resistance of tanké and
infantrye The outstanding featurc of this offensive was that the 'ar-
mored divisions were each givén.the nission of clearing their zones
Aof advance, even though they were both followed immediately by in=
fantry divisions, It is‘also of interest tc note thdt 14 days were

- required to cover the 16-mile distance to HOUFFALIZE, where Junection-
wos made,wifh Third Arm&; Other factors also contributed to slow thi:
advances The tronps had become weary from the previous two weecks of
continuous operationse In addition, the early half of this offensive
rnoved toward higher ground which favored the German defenders. 'Theré
wa. s a;so the great mechanical difficulty of vehicles slipping on ice=-

covered foads, "To try to improve traction, the 2nd Armored Division

changed to rubber tank treads, during the battles

There was very close coordination and cooperation between the

two divisionse Their front adwanced as a unit and, on occasion, one
division readily permitted maneuver by the other in its zone. Again,

additional infantry was attached throughout the operation
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The one big question, which remains unanswered, is: Why was nob
one armored division given the risdion; on 3 January, of moving to
HOUFEaLIZE as qulckly as possible? This queétion rises primariiy due

to the coﬁblnatlon of %crva1n and enemy dlsp081t10ns; Untll about 9

January, elements of four Panzer Divisions were west of HOUFFALIZE

and their routes of withdrawal to the east converged through this
little town. A German officer has been quoted as saying that thesoc
A@erican forces could have pushed through their delaying positiond and
closea this trap, However, the armor that could have made this ac=
oomplishment was clearing all cnemy in its zone. Ve can only day here
that General Collins rust have had positive reasons for giving these
zone missions to his armored divisions i

In conclusion, the highlight of this study is.the adversity of

conditions in which armoer was cmployed in the Ardennes Campaigne Wea~

ther, terrain, and the obscurec enemy situation were extremely unfavor-"

able to armore 1In the light of the action herein discussed, along

with many other examples from World War II, we therefore conclude that

rogardless of adverse curcumstances,.United States armor will fight
wherever United States trocps may fight in the future. It was done

in the Ardennes, it can be done anywhere. .

WOTES FOR CHAPTER V
1
Other studies have revealed the employment of armor on nission
type orders by General Collins in the previous assault across France, -
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APPENDIX T

AMERICAN ORDER OF BATTLE

16 December 1944

FIRST U S ARMY

(HODGES )

4

: .

VII Corps
{(Collins

104th Inf Div
9th Inf Div

83rd-.Inf. Div _

lst Inf Div
3rd Armd Div
5th Armd Div

Y

V Corps
{(Gerow) {

‘8th Inf Div
78th Inf Div
2nd Inf Div
99th Inf Div

VIII Corps

Middleton)

106th Inf Div
28th Inf Div
4th Inf Div
9th Armd Div




. AMERICAN ORDER OF BATTLE

3 January 1945

VII Corps
(Collins)

2nd Arnd Divi
84th Inf Div
3rd Armd Div
83rd Inf Div

NOTE ;
1 .
2nd Armored came from Ninth Army for this

il

operatione




APFENDIX II

GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE. :
16 December 1944 . A <

ARMY GROUP B
“(MODEL) -

OKW RESERVES|

1
Fuehrer Grenadier Brigadg
3rd Pangzer Grenadier Div
9th Panzer Division
15th Panzer Grenadier Div2
9th Volksgrenadier Div:
79th Volkegrenadier Div
i : )

i = )

1 SS Pz Corps
(Priess)

1st SS.Pz Div
12th SS Pz Div

Sixth Ponzer Army Fifth Panzer Army Seventh Army

(Dietrich) - (Mentouffel) - (Brandenberger

i - 1 -

- § . ' i v b - L - - L :

1T S5 Pz Corps® { [LXVII Corps | | |LXXXV Corps| jLXXX Corps

| (Bittrich) (Hitzfeld ) (Kneiss ) (Beyer ) -
| i , 24°SS Pa Div 326th VG Div | 5th FS Div  276th VG Div
S : 9th SS Pz Div 246th VG Div | 3524 VG Div  212th VG Div

{
LIIT Corps
(Rothkirch)

See Note 1

18th VG Div

NOTES
1

2

3

560th VG Div

After 23 Dec 1944 assigned'to_XLVII Pg Corpse .

3rd FS Div
12th VG Div
277th VG Div B Wi i
. ; ) . - 1 .
ILXVI Corps{ {LVIII Pz Corps|{ |XLVII Pz Corps
(Lucht ) (Krueger ) (Luettwitz)
62nd VG Div 116th Pz Div | 2d Pz Div

26th VG Div
Panzer Lehr Div®
Fuehrer Begleit
Brigade3

After beginning of offensive assigned to LIII Corps (Seventh Army).

Being designated respective Army reserves these units did not par=-
ticipate in the initial attacke '




- GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE

Y | 22 December 1944
‘ Six’ch Panzer Army | Fii’fh?’anz;er Arny '
" (Dietrich) ‘(ianteuffel)
; Ve R ’ l_\\:’ {.
1 SS Pz Corpsj] |II'SS Pz Corps} |LXVII Corpsf’ LXVI Corps |
{Priess) (Bittrich) | {(Hitzfeld ) {Lucht)
lst SS Pz Div 24 §S Pz Div  526th VG Div 62nd VG Div
12th SS Pz Div  9th SS Pz Div 246th e Di;v 18th VG Div 1
34 FS Div ' ¢ 560th VG Div
12th VG Div ; ‘
277th VG Div
do !
LVIII Pz Corps - { XLVII Pz Corps Newly asglgncd
(Erueger ) "1 (Luettwitz ). units
116th Pz Div - 2d Pz Div 9th Pz Div
26th VG Div 15th Pz Grenadier
Panzer Lehr Div Div

Fuehrer Boglelt Brlgade

: : NOTES ¢ _ ' R
- , 1 ,
Transferrcd to control of Sixth Panzer Army along with LXVI Corps
although not & part of thls Corpse ;

' 2
. Assigned from OKW Reserves although not physically nresent in Flfth

Ponzer Army area.
3
Still in Fifth Panzer Army reserves

iv




GERMaN ORDER.OF BATTLE
24 December 1944

Sixth Panzer Arnmy
(Dietrich)

o
3]

S isivsndiini

Fifth Phnzer Army ¢
(Nhnteuffel)

et et

-

Y i

H 54 . .

[}

TS5 Corba],

I SS Pz Corps.
(Priess’)

(Bittrich)

LXVTI Corps'

(mumv)

_‘LXVI Corps
s?iﬁLucht)

184 SS Pz Div 2d §S Pz Div
12th SS Pz Div 9th SS Pz Div

326t VG Dlv°ﬁ’62nd VG Div

246th VG Dlv

18th VG Div

3¢ FS Div
&77th VG Div

. 560th VG Div

N

i

L

'uJ'l

£

N el
I T

{ LVIII Pz Corps
i (Krueger)

1

XLVII Pz Corps
(Luettwitz )

116th Pz Div

Fuehrer Begleit .

Brigadez

. units-

Newly gssigned

2d Pz Div
26€h VG Div
Panzer Lehr Div

3rd Pz Grenadier Div

g9th Pz Div
15th Pz Grenadier
Div

-NOTES :
1l

Assigned to Fifth Panzer Army from OKW Reserve
2

Transferred to XLVII Pz Corps on 25 December 1944.
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" GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE

27 December 1944

Sixih Panzer Army

Fifth Panzer Army

i |
: (Dietrich) } (Menteuffel)
{ 1 i A
II SS Pz Corps||IXVI Corps} | LVIIT Pz Corps}i} XLVIT Pz Corps
(Bittrich) (Lucht ) (Krueger ) (Luettwitz )
2d S§S Pz Div  62nd VG Div 116th Pz Div | 2d Pz Div
3d FS Div 18th VG Div 26th VG Div
12th VG Div 560th VG Div Panzer lehr Div
' 9th Pz Div

277th VG Div

NOTES :
1

15th Pz Gren Div
3rd Pz Gren Div
Fuehrer Gren Brig
Fuehrer Begleit

Brigade.

o
L]

{ISs Pz Corps
3 (Priess)

1 SS Pz Div
9th SS Pz Div
12th SS Pz Div-
340 VG Divl

This division actually jcined Fith Panzer Arny on 6 January 1945

P

vi




APFENDIX III
BACKGROUND AND ACTIONS OF GERMAN UNITS
, S ' 1 '
IN THE ARDENNES COUNTEROFFENSIVE (NORTHERN SECTOR) -

' 16 December_1944.- 16 January 1945

. 2
" During July and August 1944, Hitler, while. bedridden, concentrat-

ed on higher strategy for his ﬁiljtary forces, He had:to’regain the
initiativéllost sinoe“the AngloeAnerican,landings in Normandy to keep
"the support of the German People. His answer to this problem.was the

Ardennes Counteroffensive erroneously ref. red to as the “Rnndstedt
3 ,

'\

offensive”s ‘ ' .
| _ N
The German people, still unconvinced that they had been defeat~
- . 4 -
ed, wore ready to rally to the last great stand. The plan, as refin-

ed by the German high command was:

To consist of an armored dask through the difficult
couhxry of the ARDENNES with the object of capturing
tho bridges on the MEUSE River between NAMUR and LIEGE;
Once this spurt of over flfty niles had been completed,
and bridgeheads on the west bank of ‘the MEUSE: secured,
the panzer divisions ‘would continue their advance in
o northwesterly direction and seize the citied of

BRUSSELS and ANTWERP. By this bold maneuver it was
hoped to deprive the Allies of their chief supply base

t ANTWERP, and at the same time, trap the entire
Brxtlsh and Conadian forces of Fleld Marshal Montgome=
ery's let Arry Group, then lining the banks of the
MEUSE,®

General Fielé Farshal Gera von Rundstedt,_Commandercin-Chief;
Germon Forces in the Vest, mlthough titular coﬁmander of the plan,
thought §0 llttle if its Ilkellhood of success he refused to take par’
in the f1na1 arrangements. Fleld harshal Whlter Mbdel Commander of

Army Group B, actually 1mplementod the vlan of the OKW (German High




. Command), directed the training of the assembled forces and commanded

the attacke

Three German armies, made up of hlghly-tralned officer and enw

listed cadres, yound, fanatical SS troopers the dregs of the “fznal"

draft sf,éerman manopwer, consisting of youngsters and'old men, con=
verted navy and air force pérSOnnel, were masseds Divisions had about
55% of thier war tables. of organizationf Equipment was issued on an
emergency table of .equipment, the actual vehicle strength being ap=~
proximately 60% of war téblss of equipmentz- Dug to an unforseen aﬁd
hlghly unfavorable corsequence of the rigid secrecy imposed upon tho.
Army by Hitler, gasollne became & critical item of supply. A h1gh~
r«nking supply officer, taking as the true picture the tern %iktch \.‘

on the Rhlne" the High Command used to disguise the &ctual planned op~

eratlon,.stored the larger portion of gasoline east of the RHINE, As

it later developed, this reserve supply never reached the, attacking
armiess As @ result, Army Group B had only one=fourth the anount

needed to move the motorized clements to ANTWERP and had to plan on

capturing American supply dumps to accomplish its missione

iThe mission and success or faiiure of each of the three German
arnied are cle‘drly refle‘cteid in their commanders. The Sixth Panzer
Arny, a551zned the morthern scctor cmd the maln effort was conmanded.
by Oberstgruppenfuchrer Joseph "Sopp" Dletrlch 2 former SS captaine
His army was prcdonlnantly made up of SS troops as Hitler wanted’his
"own" troops to gain the glory of v1ctory. The burden laid by Hitler
on this army caused it to bog down from the very start. Thc F;ftk -

4

Panzer Arﬂy, led by General der Phnzer Truppen von Lanteuffel ‘was to

TS NP [T S I
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A

roke the secondary effort in the center. ItS'br{iliant commander

soon pro&ed the fallacy of Hitler's judgment by making the secondary

effort perform the deecpest penetrations The Seventh Army, ‘led by Gene

eral der Artillerie Erich Brandenberger, was to secrecn the south’

flank’ and keep the American Third Army from joining‘With the lnerican

First Army. This commander; capable and steady, d}d well with the
forces proviced him.

It wa.s the fortune of the American an-and 3ré Armored Divisiogs
to be employed'in the path of the two northern German armiese ‘The
four Germon divisions WhighltheSe two American divisions fought the
most during the counteroffensive; the 116th Panzer, 2nd Panzéxf,'Pgn- :
zer Lehr, aﬁd 2nd S$ Panzer Divisicns, were well—trained,vefficient
uﬂits, led by four of the most capgble division commanders-in the Ger«

man Arnye

Although a total of 27 German divisions were to see action in the

N -

counteroffensive, 17 divisions, a total of approximately 180,000 nen

and 400 tanks, crossed the line of depsrture at 0530, 16 December

1944, Twe SS panzer divisions of the II SS Panzer Corps, consisting

of approxiﬁatoly 34,000 men and 200 tarks were in the Sixth Panzer

Lrmy reserve, while one panzer division and one panzer brigade, ap-

proximately 16,000 men and 100 tanks, were in the Fifth Panzer Aruy

8 v : o
reserve., Decausc the scope of this study is limited to the northern
sector of this counteroffensive, the German Seventh Army, which oper=

ated in the southern sectorrwill not be discussed furthere Figure L

does show, however, tho attmcking sectors and the final objectives of




all three armies,

In the Sixth Panzer Army sector the infantry divisions led the

attack, followed by panzer unitsvto exploit any ﬁénetrations. The

two volksgremadier divisions of the IXVII Corps, attached to this Ar-
ny fron the Fifteenth Army on the north; were to break through on
both sides of MOKSCHAU,Acrossing the road MUETZENICH-ELSENBCRN, and
then sereen to the north gnd wests I 83 Panzer Corps had the mission .
of attacking the arcs MONSCBAU-UBENBERTH and LOSHEIM, push across the
MUESE into the sector LUETTICH=-HUY. The Army-reserve, the II SS Fan-
zer Corps followed directly behind the L SS thze; Corps to reinforce
this mein effort.

- Due to the immediste reactioﬁ of the Allies, the LXVII Corps was’
never able to get farther than the line DBUTGENBACH-ELSENBORN-MONSCHAU
(See Fige 15), thereby leaving the northern flank of the Sixzth Panzer
Army exposed. The Army's attacking infantry men stubborn resistance
from the outsef and failed to mke the plannedlpeﬁetfation for the ar~-
nor to exploit. Censequently, the panzer units had to make their own
holes in the Allied defense. This diffiéulty,combincd with fhe can=-
alization of the tanks becausc of pobr roads, caused the Army to fall
behind schedule from the very beginninge

The deepest penetration made oy the Sixth Panzer Arny was that
' of a combat tecam of éhe 1st SS Panzer Divisicn, I éS<Paﬁzer Corps, led
by Lt Col Joachim Peipers On 20 December this team pushced to the see-

tor west of STAVELOT on the AMBLEVE River, being stopped there by CC3,

Zrd Armored Division and elements of the 30th Infantry Division. (Sce




v

Fié. 15)e It was cut off from the 1st SS Panzer Division and had to

ght to re301n the d1v1s1on east of STAVELOT.

This action eqded’the ma jor offensive effort of the entlre army
in its original‘sector with the units being forced to the defensivea
" On 22 December the southcrn bgunéaryvofvthe Sixth P@nzer Army Qas
shifﬁed to take in the northéfnmost corpé plus'one divigion of the '
adjoining corps of Fifth Panzer Army (XVI Corps and 566th VG Divie® °:
5101) (See Fig. 15). -The Sixth Panzer Army was wnable to move for=
: ward in-this new area to any extente The II SS Panzer Corps ﬁushed
through the LXVI Corps west of ST. VITH, was able to get its 2nd SS
Pénzer bivision_to MANHAY north of the 560th VG Divisione Here this
>Corps came to a halt, The fact was that this ma jor unit, Hitler's
pride, was enti}ely stopped and{wﬁs destined only to fetreaf for the -
rest of the campaigne Hitler's kno&lédge of tacties and his "intui=
tive" judgment were again proved pault&.

The Fifth Panzer Afmy, brea king through the OLSHEIWAGEME‘RD sec=
tor; planned to ercss the‘HEUSE on\eithcrvsﬁdo of NAMUR and continue
on tc BRUSSELS, The LXVI Corps, consisting of the 18th ané éan‘VG
Divisicns, had tﬁe ﬁission of capturing ST. VITH after surrounding
the Allies in the SCHNES ETFEL and pushing forward, echeloned in
depth, to and over the EUSE, The LVIII Panzer Corps, made up of the
116th Panzer Divisicen, 560th Volksgrenadier Division, was assigned
the OUR River sector on either'side of OUREN, and instructed to con=

tinue through HDUF;“LTZE, gaihing bridgeheads over the MEUSE. The

XLVII Panzer Corps, consisting of the 2nd Panzer Division and the -




..

26th VG Division, wms @ssigned the DASBURG-GEMEUND sector, crossing
the OUR River, by-passing the CLERF sector, with the intermediate ob=

jective of BnSLOGﬁE thence across the MEUSE, near and south’ of MWLM

The Panzer Lehr D1v151on and Fuehrer Begleit Brigade made up the Army

reserve.
Without any artillery preparmtion to vive.aWNy Surprise the
Fifth Panzer Army attacked at 0530 16 Decembers The flank corps ad= -

vanced rapidly, but the center, LVIII Panzer Corps made little head-

st
\

way beczuse of stubborn American resistance. To further the success

’ of the scuth flank the Panzer Lehr Division was committed in this sece

tor the first day. Figure‘lS indicates the line gained on»the‘16th.
On 17 December the Fuehrer Begleit Brigade was committed in the LXVI :
Corps zone in.the advance toward ST. VITH. To bolstgr’the lagging -
LVIII Banzer Corps the 116th Panzer Division was withdrawn from the
\south flank and sent zorward through DASBURG toward HEINERSCHEID.
Even though the Fifth Panzer Army was behind its schedule it was a=
head of the Sixth Panzer Arny, aﬁd thus its north flank was exposed.
On 17 December the LX%I Corps began to bog down in front of whﬁt waé
to be a big thorn in the 8ide of the army, ST. VITH. The next day,
18 Pecerber, saw the center Corps, LVIII Panzer, starting to rolls

The 560th VG Division gained full control of the eastern bank of the
OUR River near HEINERSCHIED and the 116th Panzer Division spearheadedz
west from heree The XLVII Panzer Corps continued to the OUREHE River,

but the north flonk remained east of ST. VITH,

On 19 December the LXVI Corps was still stalled, but LVIII Pan=

xii
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ing its 116th Division, crossed the road HOUFFALIZE=-

- ' ; zer Corps, Jjoini

nASTOGHE. The XLVII Panzer Corps was t

jed down in front:of DASTOGHE,

although the 2nd Panzer Division crossed the OURTHE River at ORTHER=

VILLE. The Fifth Panzer Army was: ordered to capture BASTOGNE instead

of by-vaSS1ng jt as had been crlglnelly planned, but deided to acconr‘

plish this in conjunction with pushlnr te the-EEUSE w&th its LVIII

Panzer Corpss This corps reached CHERAIY (Northeast of HOUF;ALIZE)

B 4 on 20 Decembers . The 116th Panzer Division, reaching SAMREE, captured

a dump of gasoline there.
- The 116th Panzer_Division sushed up the eastern bank of the o

OURTHE River to the area cast of HOTTEN on 21 December. The 560th

VG D1v131onAwq§ echeloned to the rlvht rear to the area BEHAIN-LES
T4 ILIES o

he LXVI Corps finally captured ST. VITH on 22 December. This

unit and +he 560th VG D1v151ﬁn were. transferred to the Sixth panzer

Ariy on this date (See.Figw 15)e The LVIII Pangzer Corps moved forward

to‘thglline ODEIGNE=-scuth ofF SOY-HOTTON with +he 118th Panzer Division

moving to the western bank of the OURTHE River to protect the road

Junctlo at MARCHE. On this same day, 22 December , the 2nd Panzor

. ‘ . Division, KLVII Panzer Cdrps,‘m@étinb resistance southoast of lARCHE

swung west to HARGIMONT, with the nost advaneed battalion getting to

s e e L L
U ra T

within eight kilometers of DINANT. This proved to be the deepest

senetration toward the MEUSE nado by the Fifth Panzer Arry (See Fige

'15). This pgnetyation created the "Celles Pocket", which was reduced

by CCB, 2nd Armored Divisione This action is fully described in thé |
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‘ " narrative section of this study.

The Panzer Lehr D1v181on, moving from the southeast through ST.
HUBERT, reached ROCHEFORT on 23’ December in an ef‘fort to clear the
rear areas .of the 2nd Panzer Division. This same day found the LVIII R
Panzer Corps stalled on the HOTTON-MARCHE road with the 116th Panzer |
D1v131on unable to move against elemants of the American 84th Infartry
Division. The 560th VG Division, now under Sixth Army control, was
valnly flghtlna for GRA NDEENIL on the east bahk of the 6URTHE River. ;

<0 Onh 24 December December the XLJII Panzer Corpc was hit by at-

tacks from south and north of MARCHE, the American 2nd Armored D1v1-5
sion~striking.from the northe Panzer Lehr Divisibn Swung»north from~j
ROCEEFORT to relieve the pressure on the.2nd Panzer Division, but this
latter unit had to withdraw to KOCHEFORT. So the entire Fifth Panzor
Army was stopped - it had lost the initiative, mever to regain it, nof
: ,ﬁithstanding-the minor successes of thefFueh;er Begleit Brigade south
. : of HOTTON. |
on 25 Docerber the Sth Panzer Division, assigned to the Fifth
Panzez; Arry from OKW reserve, reac;héd the XLVII Panzer Corps sector
. and was immediately thrown in to. sceure.the rear-and—flanks -of-the-2nd
Panzer division from attacks frpm FHARCHE, The Fuehrer Begleit drigade
wos withdrawn from the HOTTON sector and assigned to XLVII Panzer
] Corps for use in the BASTOGNE area. ] |
The story of the Sixth Panzer and Fifth Panzer Army units oppos-

the Anerican 2nd And 3rd Armorcd Divisions from 26 December to 16

January (the closing date of this study) is that of these Gerran units




being on the defensive, striving to keep the escape route through
HOUFFALIZE open. Elements qg the Fifth Panzer Army's 2nd Panzer Divi-
sion, Panzer lehr Division,‘éth anzer.Division and 116th Panzer Divi-
'»sion'tried to stop the Ameri%an 2nd Armored Division, Tﬁe(Sixth'Pan-

zer Armg's B60th Volksgrenadier‘Divisiog,ahd 2nd SS Panzer Division
vainly attemp&ed to halt the American 3rd hrmored Divisién. This de=~
,fensiéé action wos bit£§r, not ﬁecause the German commanders hoped to'
regain the offensive, but because they realized if HOUFEALIZE was not

¥épt open all German units would be trapped. When the Panzer Lehr

Division succceded in retreating through HOUFFALIZE on 15 January 1948

‘the division commander reported the carnage of German persbnngl and

materiel there was terrible. He felt indeed fortunate to have been
. ) 9 . . -
oble to escapee

NOTES FOR APPENDIX III
1 . .
_ Committment of Sixth Panzer Army, a report prepared by Brigdden-
fuchrer der Vailen o5 Fritz Kraemer, Chief of Staff, Sixth Panzer,
Army, D/A IS A 924. : :

!

The Fifth Panger Army during the Offensive in the Ardemnes, 16

___Decenbor 1944-25 danuary 1945,2 report prepared by General der Panzer

Truppon von Tanteutfel, Command1ng“FifthfPanzer"urmy;~D/k"iS~B‘%51a%~~
- Cormitment of the 5th Panzer Army in the Ardemnes Winter Offen=-
sive, 1944=-45, a rcport prepared by Generalma jor Carl Wagener, Chief
of Stafl, Fifth Panger Army, D/A 1S B 235, :
2 ’ . : - :
-Robert E. Yerriam, Dark December,(Chicagos 2iff-Davis, 1947),
Ch. I" po 3,‘ . .
% . . ,
© . lilton Schulman, Defcat in the West, (New York: E. Pe Dutton ¢
Cos, 1948), Che KXVI, pe 2284 Co
4 . ’ : ’

Op‘ _Cit,, Lbrrlam: .Ch‘ I, pe lG'
5 s alty ¥ Pe Do o
Ope Cite, Schulman, Che XXVI, p. 224.
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The Preparation for the German Offensive in the Ardennes (Sep® -

tember - December 1944), & compl Tion of records and statements of -

Porcy Ernst Schramm, Ph D, officef in charge of ‘keeping the war diary -~

of the Vohrmacht Operations Staff, DJA 15 A 862, pe 199
7 ’ ‘ . . . '
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inemy Intclligence Summaries, an interrogation report of Gener=-
Commonding Panzer Lehr Division, prepared

aleutnont Fritz bayerlelin, | _
tion Detachment, Ae. Po We Is Us, Sth
Air Force (Adv), 83/1945, File 37842, 29 lay 1945, - ,
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APPENDIX IV
o 1
TERRAIN STUDY < WORTHERN ARDEKRNES
‘ AR

Genéral Description

<

That area of‘Belgium and Luxembﬁrg thaf will be referred to in
this sfuéy}as the Norﬁh@fn»krdennes Sectér is generaliy.bouﬁded on the
west and north by the ;EUSE River, which make% a 90-de¢ree turn to thc
east at The c1ty ”f WAFM?. After flowing east alonT the no§¢ﬂérn
boundary, the pEUS turns to the north at LIEGE and leaves this arew,
fl)w1ng =ventua11y into the RHINE. To fhe eést and slightl& to the‘
south of uIEGm the remainder ﬂf thls sector's northurn boundary 1s
roughly delineated by the swamps of HOHEN VENN that, at this point,
occupy the térraiﬁ between the MEUSE and the ROER Rivérs»

To the cast, the Northern Ardennes. Sectﬁr'may be said to end at
the geovraphlc l b,r ler of Germany Thls line roughly parallols the
ROER and OUR Riwvers which, each orlglnatlng in the same locqllty,
flow north an@ scuth respecolvely., The southern boundary of the sgc-
tor is genérally’ouﬁlin@d by the‘northérn edgéé of_fhé extensive A%-
DENNES\Férest,‘from which the whole area derives~its name; ~

Thé ARDENKES - Forcst covers the top of a larg ze, flat rldge run-

ning from the German border west through Luxemburg and Belgium to-

Fronces It is the Northern Ardonnes Sector, outlined above, that

forms the northern slope of this ridge that slopes into the vailey of

the LEUSE.

~

FloWing generally north or neorthwest down thls rld e to the MEUSI

xviii
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are throe major streams s the IESSE the OURTHE, and the SALLqAMBLEVE;
naned here in the order from west to: east that they appear on the map°
of the arcoe. These streams are in turn fed by many trlbutarles that
wind through the arem formlng a verttable maze of hills and steep~

banked valleyse. L&ke their tributarxcs, the major streams themselves

' <

flow throuﬂh conpwrwtlvely oeop vqllevs which, from the military point -

of view, form substantial obstacles to any sizeable force advanclng

 from east to west through the arca.

Thus it is that the prlnclpal roads through the area have been
caused by nature to follow generally the major stream valleys or the
tops of the ridges that lie betﬁeen the streamse. Generally, those‘
roands along the high ground were from six to eight meters wide, while,
fhose along the vallays were somewhat narrower. MNost east~west con-
neeting roads can be called "secondary" by compa;ison. |

Here and there throughout the-aréa, the road met converges upon"
a’few communities, thereby forming, for military purposes, communica=
tions centers of importance beynrd their geovraphlcal sizes. The |
chief of these are qT. VITH, overlocking the OUR- River; HDUFEALIZE
LLROCEE, and HOTTON, situnted at intervals down the OURTIE River val=
ley at érincipal crossings; end VARCHE and CI&EY bg the ridge betwéen
the OURTHE and _LESSEI Rivers (Sce Fige 16)s Although it does not en-
ter into this study, the key to the whole ARDENNES arca is the.town
of BASTOGlm, a hub of comunications situated on top of the ARDENNES
ridge at the hypothetical border between the northern and southern '

ARDENNES sectors.
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i} . ‘ Tl
-stream beds, and its ruggedly forested landscape, was not designed ,‘ﬁ

-'masses of troops in an offensive opérations However, once the area B4

The Northern ARDENNES Sector, with its few roads, steep, winding

' H

by nature to be the ideal battleffeld or open routé for moving large -

has been traversed, and the MEUSE river crossed, the,terraiﬁ of Bel-

zium and France almost immediately offers an invader from the east

<)

] . . )
mere open and ™normal® terrain for military maneuver.:-It was this
N

~
‘

ferrain, north and west of the IEUSE, that was the unachieved goal

-

of the German panzer formationse

For the_peripd‘covered'in t his study, most'bf the action of the

2nd and 3rd Armored Divisions took place within that central portion

-~ of the Northern ARDENNES Sector outlined in Figufe 16, An analysis

in detail of that terrain will serve to point up the difficulties en=,

countered by both sides in this(opération.

A

Detailed bescription

The armored divisions we have studied operated in a comparativel;

'

narroﬁ'§trip ¢f the terrain we have briefiy described above. Let ust
then coneider only a simteen-mile-wide strip of the terrain of the -
sector‘that‘lies within the MEUSE River on the west and thg SALH Rives
on the east (See Fig. 16 )e ~ N

Climatic and General ﬁkatﬁer Conditions ¢

During the period 16-25 December 1944 the température in the nox;f
thern ARDENYES may be deseribed generally aé slightly above freezing
with variations below 32° F., usually in the early morning hours.

Visibility throughout the period was poor, because of almost intere
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mittent fog, rain, sleet, and some Snowe Aftnr 24 Decembcr the .tenpe. .

erature dropped below thv fre 2zing murk and. continued steadlly colder,..

Y

COﬂﬂltloﬂs of'pﬁor v131b111ty'clcared but occa31onal snowfall bccqmo

heavier, reaching aﬁ ;verage.depth throughout the area of &bout_two B
feet edrly'in~Jangary‘19&5.i»This,.with some continued éieet,_oaused-
icé‘to'fOrm on the roads in the sector.

Topography &

Relief and Drainage- Systeums:

The ar 2a. of the Northern ARDENNES under conclduratlon in this
study lies on the northérn slope of a major ridge encompagsed on thé |
north ahd Weét by the MEUSE Rivecr, and on fhe south by the headwaters
of the MEUSE, and by the MOSELLE,- Thus, this area'cpnsists of a ser=

ies. of streams-and, spur ridges leading from the top of the MEUSE~HO-.

/ i « - .
SELLE ridge on the south to the valley of the IEUSE north of the

area, where that river, after flowing north along the western edge of -

the sector, turns sharply to the easte

Considering the terrain froﬁ cast to wést,‘there arc four major
sfreams,which, with their tributaries, affect the configuration of
the land; the SAL, '-4che OURTIE a.nci its tributary the AISNE, the LESSE
and a portion of the MEUSE, 4ll of tﬁese riverg flow gererally north
or ncrthwest through the arce, although they wind considerably,. Thus
they, and their evgﬁ more Windihg tributaries, lend a rolling, more
often rugged, character to the hilly country betﬂeen thene. L1) of
these rivers and étreams, in time, have cut deep into the earth, and
they .now flow through steep-banked ﬁal]ﬁys.

\

LA




Between cach of these ﬁajofrstreamé lies o compar;tively flat
ridge, all of which mctually aré‘spurs‘of the larger MEUSE-MOSELLE .
ridge. These sput rlgges although lying wenerally north and north-
west, .are theﬂselves cut. by numerous trlbutarv streamse Thus each

spur ridge in itself offers a series of 1oca1 ridges and hlllS that

s

give the terrain an intefmittqnt rugzed or rolling character pot con=
ducive‘ﬁo the rapid'movement'of large beodies of troopse ‘
ngetationﬁ‘ |

This ares is best deseribved as interﬁittenpﬂy wébded, with the
eastern half of the area mofe heavily covered £han the’terrain far-
ther west, I‘ost trees are evergreens. Undefgrowth in the wooded -
areas is ~common,. althourh some "cultivated" woods ére found free of
brushs For the most part, woodod areas are traversed by flrebreaks

which permit the paésage of arnored vehlcles through areas that or=

dinafily would be impa'ssable to thems Most‘wboded land is passable

to foot troopss The more open localities fall into three general «l. .

classifications: pasture, cultivated land, and brushwoods.
Cultural Features: | |
"The principal roads generdliy run ncrth and 8douth through the
zones Such ré;dé sre from six to eiéht meters in widthe Intercomect’
ing these major ¢ast=wost hirhways is & sparce network of smpller road
from three to six meters wide. East of the OURTHE River, in the edst-
ern half of the area, these leéser highways are cbﬁpéraﬁively few in\

number , qffnr ling at intervals from one to three such routes across

the major ridge between the SALI! aﬂd OURTIE Rivers., Wbst of the OURT!
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this type of :road becomes more commen, offerihg*five'or six intercon-
. necting routes westward toward the MEUSE. Roods of this three to six=
meter type alsc canbe found follpwingnfhexvalleys of most of the .

’ i . ‘ .

‘prinéipal streams in the regions -Superimposed upon the whole area’

‘is a network of even more secondary,rural roads that offer communica-

tion of a simpler nature between most localitigs. Most roads of all

types thfoughou£ the areé}kreihérd¥surfaced.

When travorsing’the area from east to'west{ the first road of’
the six tglgight—metef type is encountered running noﬁth and south
through‘the‘cen%er\of the eastefn’haif of tﬁg arcas By‘follgwing am
long the ride1ine between the SALM and OUﬁTHE RiVefs, it comnects
HOUFFALIZE‘ on the southernledge of tﬁé area with MANHLY, lé.miles to
tﬁe north; before leaving the area.in the-dircction~of LIEGE ‘on the
comparaéively distant EEﬁSE; '

In the geogrﬁphical center of the area, éight milés west of the
OURTHE, is the viliagg of R%RCﬁE, the, principal communicatiéns center
in the sector. From EAﬁCHE, five main highways of the six %o eight-
meter variety debart in é*starhshaped pattern to the horth, nofthe&st,
“southoast, Séuthwest ané,northWest.' | |

The northbound road féllgws a small'tributary valley'ieading out
of lﬁRCﬁE, and leaveg.the area enroute to LIEGE.

A Thejﬁortheast road paralleds a doﬁble-tracked railroad out of
HLRCHE-ané then goes along a ridgeline f;r}five ﬁileé where it drops
suddcnly‘inté the OURTHE. River valley =zt thc'viliage.of HOTTONe From

HOTTON this road takes a norc northerly course to BARVAUX village on
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the northern. edge of the sectors .

The.southeast:rodduleéves MA?CHE, skirts-a hill, and then turns
south for about three miles until it reaches.the valley of the WKNENE'
River.. Here-the road turns up “the valley to the scutheast ‘and into

the BOIS DE BANDB a northern progectlon of the ARDENNES Forost prow

PCTe -

The southwest rpad'ouf“bf JARCHE fdlibws a railroad over aﬂsﬁgll;

ridge into'th;,%mkﬁNE River valley,(theﬁée down the valley tbithe vilé
lage of'RCCHEFQRT,,a ﬁotaliﬁistanbe‘of approx;maﬁeiy‘Seven‘milgé.

Here the roaé;tufns to the south, crosses a\ridge,’and‘léave;'theﬁ
areuc !

The northwest road leaves -HARCEE along the maJOr r1dpellne ac-
tween the OURTHE and the IESLE-MEUSE Rivers. Twolve miles frmnlmQRCHI
this hiphway passes to ﬁhevncrﬁh of,élNEY; intersectstanother hlghwaya
(sce below), and‘denarfs the areca for ﬁAﬁUR'én ﬁhe MEUSE '

~The r01n1n1n@ najor: road 1n the aromuconncets DINANT on the MBUSE
with CIEEY,,eight'mllos'to,the'gortheast 2 long a_gpur‘rldge. Two

‘

miles northeast of CINEY, on 'E‘he route to LIEGE, this road intersects
the MLRCHE~NAIUR highwey. 4 similar road leads south from DINANT, b@
does not ‘anter into' this studye . |

;All thrbugh the ares grevﬁumerous rurel cormunitiess Hong of
these can be classed as larger than ; village, with the possibie ex="
ceptions of GIVET ahd DINANT in the MEUSE valley on the westorn edge

of the zones The,principal<villages are located either at main strea

crossings in the 1arﬂor ValLGjS or at major road junctionse " The vil




lages of most importance within the sector are VIELSALMN, HOUFFALIZE’

BARVAUX, SAMREE, EKEZEE, MANHAY, VALELPRE GRANDMEN;L,'MARCHE,'RocHE-

FORT, HOTTON,,CINEY,'BUI%SONViLLE, DINANT, and GIVET. Gene;ally,

dwéllingS'and other buildings, both in the villages and oh the farms,

are condtructed o?{stone¢

Alnost without cxception the major stream crgssings arellocated
within riverside villageg} The principal bridges are gt;- SALI Rive;
bridggé; VIBLSALH and SAL{QHATEAﬁ; OURTHE River bridges, BARVAUX,
DURBUX;qPETIT HAW, NOISEUX, EOTTON, LQROCHE, and“HOUFFALIZEg,IEéSE

River bridges, vicinity of GENDRON, HOUYE, and vieinity of CIERGNONg

MEUSE River bridges, DISANT and GIVET. Ibst of these bridged, during

the period of the ARDENNES battlé, were of stone constructions

Militaery Aspects of the Area
e :

Critical Terrain Fegtures:

Lny study of terrain in this area readily indicates that, from a

nilitary standpoint, the most,eritical features are the bridges over

' . 2o
the Bilif, OURTHE, and MEUSE Rivers and the high ground dominating

\

these erossings. Of importance for the same reason, control of the

o jor road net, are some villages other than those located at the ma-

v

#or stream crossiness. Chief of these are MANHAY, SAIMREEL, BARVAUX,
J , 7 ) F s 2 ’

IARCHE, ROCHEFORT, CINEY and the surrcundihg, commanding terrain,

A ccuntry erossroads {CR 576853) on the HOUFFLLIZE~MANHLY highway is

likewise important. From an overall point of view, possession of the

entirc Northern Ardennes Sector is vital to any attacker from tho



.

oaste Once this rugzed sector has been secured, along with its MEUSE
Rivor crossings, the comparatively open and flat terrain of France

and Belgium is availdble to the invader, ‘ :

.

Observation and Fields of Fire:

.

Lbservation and fields of fire vary throughout the area, depend-

'ing éfimarily upoﬁ the location of wocded arcas. *Observation and &
fire within fhe woods fhemseivés is limited, 9xc§pt forltraiﬁé aﬁd
firebreaks.. However, .the intermittent pastures.énd‘cultivated lands
offer the fields of fire normally oncountéred:in;ény rolling terraine
Thevwestern haif of the ares, bEing less wooded? offers opportunity

-

. . . \
for more open combate However, during the period of 16=-26 December,

1944, visibility in all types of terrain was limited by the almost -

constant f&g, rain, or snowe

Obstacles: -~

The‘obstaciés in tﬁis area which face#and inﬁader from the east
are sufficient to éiscourage all Eut the boldest comman&ers. Chief

of these obstacles are the Si 11, OUKTHE, LESSE and MEUSE Rivers and

1-

their: tributary streans, particuldriy the AISNE River, a tributary

of thé OURTHEE, All of these streams for centuries h;ve wouhd their
way fhrough the terrain, cutting deeper aﬁd deeper into the landscape
Today their narrow valleys risc steeply from the stréamlbdd, in mény
Places forming niles of’bluffs aqﬂ'éliffs troversable to vohic}es
only by means of existing foads or much engineer supporte

Wherever encountered, the frecquent woods and small forests again

are a bar to vehicular traffices Althcugh tanks and trucks can negoti
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afe the small foads trails, and'firebrggks, the wooded areas are

sultable only ‘for 1n;antry aetlono

i

From an ovcrall consmderatlon, the whole of the Northern LRw
l ’

DENIES . Sector 1s 2 rlvantlc terrqln obstacle. 1nterposed between Ger-

’

many and F;ance.,

Cbncealment and Cover:

The wooded arcas of the roblon partlculquy in the eastern half

of the .one, of;ar Mmgle concealment and cover to military. unlts.

-

The terrain, becausc of its rcllln* or rugged constructlon offers
local defiladee. ’

_Avehues of Approach:

 Ffom the east into %he area under considorétion there are only
three avenues of approach su;tab}c,from wimilitary standpoinf. Two -
of these are sgccndary highways from ST. VITH Whiéh lies to the east
of the area and does nqt‘gntef into this Qtudy. The noqthornmost.
of these rcads follows a relatively open valley in the viliagé of
VIEISALMe The scuthern route from ST; VITH, after crossing a con=
siderable cxpaﬁse of dpep terrain souﬁhWest'of that villdge, onters
the arca under study through a small, winding, wooded valley leading
to BQVIGHY.z Lt VISLSALI and BOVIGNY, these routks reach the SALM.
River, o definite obstacle; Frém_th@se villages, they follow the
river between its steep banks, and run south and north rospéctively

to join at the v1lla ze of SALICHATEAUs In this locality, the only

route out of the S4ALL valley is the seconcary highway from SALIICHA-

[y

.TB“d'west up the trlbutarv D’uS“ET GOLNAN Rivers This highway, after

xxvii
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reaching CR 576853, offers a variety of smaller roads through wooded

terrain toward'the“OURTHEfval}ey via. either SLMREE to LAROCHE, or |
IMANIAY-GRANIDIENIL to HOTTONe This léfter choice éffers the disadvﬁp‘
tage of a necessary c;ogsiﬁg of the tributary AISIE River.

.In the SOutheagfern gorner of tﬁe area; two roads Iead to the
Ee? cormunity of HOUFFALIZE;'onQ of?&heSe, ffom.BCVIGNX through CHE=~
RaIN, the other, and tactically még?himportgnt, a m§jor highway from
BASTOGHE in the soﬁth. Thé only acceptable réute fron HOUFEQLIZE is‘
th? min highway north to.MANHA.,'which intersects thelhorthern routé:
at CR 576853, |

For military purposes, there arc two major routes leading west

" from the OURTHE River. The northern route, from HOTTON crosscs a re-

latively bare'ridge;into imRCBE, a hub of highweys and.By far the
most important communications center in the arca, -A‘sputhern’ more
secondary route, ieads dingonally northwest from LAROCHE, across the
major ridgeline of the loeality and into MARCHE.

Of militéry importance is @ major highway @haﬁ enters fhe area‘
fron BASTOGKE at a point southéﬁs% of HARCHE‘ It, ﬁoo,'leads'to
MARCHE o |

Frqm‘EARCHE, the network of réads to the west bécomes ore ﬁro—

fuse

, and the terrain becomes nore rolling and less spotted with wood-

\ :
lande . Thus, an inwader, after reaching IMARCHE, encounters less dif=-

\

ficulty in finding acceptable routes west to tﬁe IEUSE and Francese
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Tactical Effect of the Lrea
For denturies the ARDENNES region of Belgiuﬁ and Luxemburg/has

'stood as a natural barrier betwoon Germany and France. The compara=
- ’

tively few acceptable roads and;the numcrous strotches of forest and

'

woodlanﬂ,;rostfict movenment frbﬁ east to west through the'arca. The-

deop=-banked stréans and rlvers flow1na laterally aeross the area, pros

vide a defender natural delaying or defensive positions, and, since

\ -

stream crossings are few, present a definite obstacle to . an invadere

During the period of bhe vrﬁat,AnD?hJEq battle of 194 44w45 - wea=- -

ne

ther conditions of fog, rain, sleet,'snow and ice, when superimposed

’

upon the existing dif cultles of terrain, added nuch tc the confu51on
’ - \
and hardship’of tactical operations in the areaes
’

ull in all, the Northern ARDFIMJS.Sector would be selected as

-

5 battleground by only the mcst foolish or the most brllllant of

®

cormanderse - ‘ L . N

NOTES FOR APPENDIX IV
l . - - - " .
Map, Belgium, 1 : 100,000

XXX




E M
f

\| TERRAIN STUDY NREZ
NORTHERN. ARDENNE) [N\

APPRQXIMATE C.ONTOué'

SPOT ELEVATIONS IN METER

1: 100,000 ] \
A g
\%&J \ 17 ‘
! iv . .




